
The Only One Arguing?

Compiled by Joel Willsey



The falsehood that only one person has argued that Stage Road should not be seasonally closed was published by 
Highway Superintendent  Bashwinger in his official capacity as the Berne Superintendent of Highways. The falsehood was 
published on the  “ Berne Highway Dept” facebook page.  His statement “…there isn’t anyone arguing except one 
person” is not at all true, he knew this and very deliberately published this lie any way. He has told many people this as 
well but I have no recorded proof of slander; but it appears we have the elements of published libel. Note that the very 
next post attacks me as “…..that one person who just wants to bitch”  The Superintendent made no attempt to correct 
the subsequent  “only one” posts and letters personally attacking me.  I was just a resident at the time.
The Superintendent was at the November 2016 Town Board meeting where 22 people attended specifically to argue 
that the road should not be closed. Randy also knew  that 27 people signed a petition sent to the DOT Albany County 
Residency also arguing the road should not be closed.  The Superintendent knew that the Town Board passed a 
resolution arguing that the road should not be closed.  I am the only one?

His published falsehood was designed to deliberately misrepresent the situation to his followers and discredit a resident, 
me, under very false pretenses. I was not in office or even running for office at the time; I was just a resident. His 
followers have ever since reinforced this “only one”  falsehood in letters to the editor and posts attacking me (see 
below). Also, numerous FOIL requests have failed to produce any documentation of any “documents and supporting 
departments”. This is another falsehood reinforced in the letters to the paper to discredit me. (FOIL response below)
Important is the fact that I have NEVER complained about access to my own Residence at 86 Stage Rd. The issue was 
access to 182 Stage Rd the home of my parents. Access to my elderly mother in seriously declining health, eventually 
home hospice care and my elderly father, a WWII vet is the issue, not access to my home.  I and many friends, relatives 
and neighbors protested the closing at the November 2016 Board meeting.  My mother died at 5:15 AM that day.  I 
had gone without sleep for nearly 2 days but attended that meeting and spoke. 

An accident study requested by the Superintendent found no history of accidents there. The road had been plowed 
without incident since the 1930s. 



This deliberate falsehood is 
published by the 
Superintendent of Highways



Here the Superintendent brags about 
recording me and my father in law, in our 
home, without our knowledge.  He tried to 
publish the recording in the paper (the 
Enterprise). He invites supporters to his 
home to review the tape. This post was 
clearly in his official capacity. 

Says he always audio tapes conversations 
(without his victims' knowledge)

This and the “only one person” post 
resulted in a number of posts and letters 
personally attacking me, just a resident at 
the time. The basis of these attacks is not 
true. And the recording does not support 
his side of the argument.  He is just 
bragging that he taped us.  I suspected he 
was. 

This recording was made Feb 14, 2018



x

I’m clearly not the only one 
arguing. You cannot assume that 
the Superintendent is ever being 
truthful in matters of public 
safety.



I’m clearly not the only one 
arguing.



See Nov 2017 post below.  “…one person’s request or dissatisfaction”:

One person?  

(I was running for office and was 
not a Town Board Member at this 
time – so that is nonsense too). 



x

The actual issue is access to my 
parent’s home.  He closed the 
access we often depend on, and 
did depend on since the 1930s 
without incident.   He has 
restricted our access to the home 
of my elderly parents to the 
portion of the road that drifts shut 
sometimes in minutes.  



No State Engineers investigated anything regarding 
stage road at all. I worked for Region One DOT at the 
time. I am 100% sure. That is a falsehood promoted 
by the Superintendent of Highways

Note that scores of people did not show up at any 
board meeting in support of closing this highway.  
That is not documentable because it is simply not 
true. 

The superintendent will produce no such documents. Ask 
him. No state engineers investigated .





Clearly the Superintendent, GOP Chair is 
politically motivated to restrict access to the 
home of my father, a WWII Vet. 

Make Berne Great again? 

The issue is that 182 Stage Rd cannot be 
accessed  from the east end in windy 
conditions during and following snowstorms.

I have no such access issues at our home 
near the east end of Stage Road.  The 
Superintendents posts deliberately 
misrepresent the situation as if my access is 
the issue. That is not true. I have never 
complained about access to my home.


