The Only One Arguing?

Compiled by Joel Willsey



The falsehood that only one person has argued that Stage Road should not be seasonally closed was published by
Highway Superintendent Bashwinger in his official capacity as the Berne Superintendent of Highways. The falsehood was
published on the “ Berne Highway Dept” facebook page. His statement “...there isn’t anyone arguing except one
person” is not at all true, he knew this and very deliberately published this lie any way. He has told many people this as
well but | have no recorded proof of slander; but it appears we have the elements of published libel. Note that the very
next post attacks me as “.....that one person who just wants to bitch” The Superintendent made no attempt to correct
the subsequent “only one” posts and letters personally attacking me. | was just a resident at the time.

The Superintendent was at the November 2016 Town Board meeting where 22 people attended specifically to argue
that the road should not be closed. Randy also knew that 27 people signed a petition sent to the DOT Albany County
Residency also arguing the road should not be closed. The Superintendent knew that the Town Board passed a
resolution arguing that the road should not be closed. | am the only one?

His published falsehood was designed to deliberately misrepresent the situation to his followers and discredit a resident,
me, under very false pretenses. | was not in office or even running for office at the time; | was just a resident. His
followers have ever since reinforced this “only one” falsehood in letters to the editor and posts attacking me (see
below). Also, numerous FOIL requests have failed to produce any documentation of any “documents and supporting
departments”. This is another falsehood reinforced in the letters to the paper to discredit me. (FOIL response below)
Important is the fact that | have NEVER complained about access to my own Residence at 86 Stage Rd. The issue was
access to 182 Stage Rd the home of my parents. Access to my elderly mother in seriously declining health, eventually
home hospice care and my elderly father, a WWII vet is the issue, not access to my home. | and many friends, relatives
and neighbors protested the closing at the November 2016 Board meeting. My mother died at 5:15 AM that day. |
had gone without sleep for nearly 2 days but attended that meeting and spoke.

An accident study requested by the Superintendent found no history of accidents there. The road had been plowed
without incident since the 1930s.
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8 hours ago - Like - ©5 1

Georgia Longacker Hallenbeck
Facebook is the modern day coffee
shop. So yes, we 'discuss’

5 hours ago - Like

o=

Dennis Palow
It's not an argument it's just a statement.
Who's arguing?

8 hours ago - Like - ©5 1

Holly Busch

Welcome to the world of politics where the
vultures prey on the eagles. | know somehow
you will find a way to keep flying high and
leave them to fend for themselves.

7 hours ago - Like - 3 3

Randy Bashwinger

| have documents and supporting
departments that back the decision. Also
again the safety isn't worth taking a chance of
coming in and out of there . As far as
arguments go there isn't anyone arguing
except one person and | have thru this hole

B

News Feed

thing been professional about this
7 hours ago - Like - 5 3

Holly Busch
There is always going to be that one person
who just wants to bitch. You are doing a great
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This deliberate falsehood is
published by the
Superintendent of Highways
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3‘é 2 Randy Bashwinger » Town Of Berne

S Highway Dep

So the new enterprise is out . Please feel free if
anyone has questions about stage road email,phone
or even better come see me . There will be a audio file
on here soon for your listening . My conversation with
mr Wilsey at his house he was referring to from me .
Phones are great recorders of the truth .
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Rebecca Cole Kiegle
ks What a jackass
) &

Randy Bashwinger

Well this was nothing but for safety plain and
simple . | am very cautious in conversations
when | am by myself so | always audio tape
them

&)
View 1 previous reply...

o™ Marilyn Miller Nardolillo
*4  great idea - cover your as-!!
5 > o S —

Notifications

This recording was made Feb 14, 201

8

Here the Superintendent brags about
recording me and my father in law, in our
home, without our knowledge. He tried to
publish the recording in the paper (the
Enterprise). He invites supporters to his
home to review the tape. This post was
clearly in his official capacity.

Says he always audio tapes conversations
(without his victims' knowledge)

This and the “only one person” post
resulted in a number of posts and letters
personally attacking me, just a resident at
the time. The basis of these attacks is not
true. And the recording does not support
his side of the argument. He is just
bragging that he taped us. | suspected he
was.
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Seasonal road closing challenged

The board sided with a resident against
Bashwinger’s decision to close part of Stage
Road in the winter. There are about 12
residences on Stage Road, which can be
accessed by the newly paved portion that had
been left open last winter when the west end
was closed, with the approval of the town
board.

Joel Willsey, who lives on the road, said the
decision of the town highway superintendent
to close the west end of Stage Road where it
meets Route 443, also known as Helderberg
Trail, leaves the road’s residents — including
his father who lives nearest to the intersection
— with no other means of egress onto Route
443 than the eastern end of Stage Road, which
Willsey said can be unreachable from the
western end because of the severe snow drifts
that can occur at the intervening high point of

the road. He brought with him a map and
photos to illustrate his contention.
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Willsey said, “It is not unusual for drivers to
become trapped there in white-out conditions
and stuck in dense snowdrifts.” He described
two 90-year-old friends of his father who got
stuck in a drift there on their way to visit his
father.

Although Willsey acknowledged that the
western end of the road can also be subject to
drifting, he said drifting there is less severe
than along the road’s high middle section.

Wilsey was accompanied by 22 family

members and neighbors who applauded after

he read his statement and asked the board to

communicate to the state’s Department of

Transportation that there should be no closing

of the road segment. Willsey presented a

petition to DOT, signed by road residents,

requesting that it overrule the Berne highway

superintendent and keep the road segment

open year-round.

M

I’m clearly not the only one
arguing. You cannot assume that
the Superintendent is ever being
truthful in matters of public
safety.
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Photos Willsey presented showed the closed
segment last winter with barrels across it. He
said the closure was ignored during the almost
snowless winter, and that the closure
remained in effect beyond the April 1 cut-off
date that he said is mandated by state highway

law.

He said his family has lived near where the
two roads meet since 1908.

Bashwinger told the town board in March
that the closed segment is “the worst drifting
road in the town of Berne.” At last week’s
meeting he said another problem with the
intersection is the danger to snowplow crews
that can’t clear Stage Road without “their back
end being on the the road [443]” and
vulnerable to fast traffic on that road.

In his statement, Willsey declared, “We
depend heavily on the access now closed to us
particularly in these post-storm conditions
and when vehicles are trapped on Stage

to the east.”
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In his statement, Willsey declared, “We
depend heavily on the access now closed to us
particularly in these post-storm conditions
and when vehicles are trapped on Stage Road
to the east.”

“Why,” he asked, “would they [the highway
department] want to make it harder for us?”

The board approved unanimously a resolution

to identify “the west end of Stage Road as a
seasonal closure that appears to be

inconsistent with New York State Highway

law” because it “limits access to occupied

residents, therefore we recommend that the

road not be closed.”

Crosier said that if, after review by the town
attorney, “We appear not to be accurate, the

@

< M M o

resolution can be rescinded.”

I’m clearly not the only one
arguing.
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See Nov 2017 post below. “...one person’s request or dissatisfaction”:
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Robin Meszaros

s Couple things this is supposed to be in
support of Ron yet he is hardly mentioned
nor were his qualifications clearly outlined.
Additionally seasonal use roads are closed
with keeping public safety in mind, like our
Town Board and Supervisor have repeatedly One pe rson?
said nothing can be decided on a one_
person's request or dissatisfaction. Apply

that to our Highway Superintendent (| was running for office and was
decision, he has to think about the workers .
safety and that of the driving public. As this not a Town Board Member at this
happened to be a town board members time — so that is nonsense tOO).

father apparently we should throw rules and
safety out the window to accommodate
their wish for a quick route to their house??
Oh but wait are you arguing for or against
safety...| am confused. Ok so if you are so
concerned with our workers safety (of
course only when roads are being repaired
or trees cut) then submit your concerns to
your fellow board members and hire the
necessary workers to have two flaggers for
all road work and purchase the signage and
equipment you believe is required Mr.
Wilsey! Don't forget to report back on how
well you did convincing Mr. Crosier.

2 hourg adn - Fdited - Like - Banly
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We support road closure

Thursday, March 2, 2017 - 10:48
To the Editor:

There is a major war brewing between resident
Joel Willsey and the Berne highway
superintendent, Randy Bashwinger. Mr.
Willsey lives on Stage Road. There are two
ways out of Stage Road. One is dangerous and
the other is not.

Since the dangerous exit takes you on to Route
443 where there is a curve and a slope with
limited vision, this short section of the road
should be permanently closed. Just because

this resident wants it both ways and uses bully

tactics with his cantankerous attitude does not
mean that our Berne highway superintendent
should compromise the safety of other citizens
in our town...

Does Mr. Willsey think that his brother-in-
status with Berne Supervisor Kevin Crosi

gives him superior status? I think not.
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Does Mr. Willsey think that his brother-in-law
status with Berne Supervisor Kevin Crosier
gives him superior status? I think not.

Mr. Bashwinger, we the people in this town,
support your decision to close this dangerous
portion of the road, either permanently or at
least during the treacherous winter months by
making this a seasonal passage.

William Keal
Berne

Editor’s note: William Keal is a former
Republican candidate in Berne and is
considering running again, he said.

He also said that Kevin Crosier was married
to Joel Willsey’s sister.

“Joel is not my brother-in-law,” responded
Crosier through The Enterprise, adding of
Willsey, “I wish I had a 100 more like him
He’s donated his time to town projects li
designing the transfer station and the library.

The actual issue is access to my
parent’s home. He closed the
access we often depend on, and
did depend on since the 1930s
without incident. He has
restricted our access to the home
of my elderly parents to the
portion of the road that drifts shut
sometimes in minutes.



Stage Road is seasonally
closed for reasons of safety

To the Editor:
Another chapter in the con-
tinuing saga of the conversion of
the end of Stage Road to “season-
al” unfolded at the Berne Town
Board meeting held on March 8.
Now, this issue was investigated
by the highway superintendent
and the state engineers, before
determining that it was unsafe to
use or plow to Route 443 in snow
or ice conditions because there is
insufficient distance to stop from
where the intersection (and any
plow trucks) are first visible to
vehicles on Route 443.

The board was notified to post
the change. The board members
agreed that the move was neces-
sary and appropriate.

Fast forward to fall 2016: A
resident on the seasonal end of
Stage Road complained about it
to the board, expecting the deci-
sion be changed. The problem
should have been settled by the
town supervisor informing the
homeowner that the change was
necessary and completely legal.

Instead, he did a double-shuf-
fle, to_lay blame on the highway
superintendent and conveniently
forgot that the board supported
the change. The suspicion that

- this was for political reasons
was confirmed when [Supervisor
Kevin] Crosier reported that he
had received a petition from 20
people demanding that the sea-
sonal designation be withdrawn

Really? And that’s his justi-
ﬁcatlop for throwing [highwa
Sl_xpenntendent Randy] Bash)-'
winger under the bus? What'’s
Eeall_y remarkable is that Mr
rosier puts mor i
20 people have fos'::k R

y than to
the scores who show
- up at board
Then the ne

Jim g board_ member,

board meetings (that Mr. Co
did not attend) and was resol\'r
but Mr. Cook pressed the poin

A voter in the audience inte
rupted and reminded him tha
as he had just said, he was ne
to this and that, as an elected o
cial, the highway superintende
is the one who is responsible fo
the decision, not the board. (Thi
fact was confirmed by the town’
attorney, Bill Conboy.)

After order was restored, M
Cook continued on about ho
he was going to try to get thd
state to look at the sight line
duplicating Mr. Bashwinger’s ef
forts and usurping his authorityl
before launching into a tirade af
the interrupter about how party
politics shouldn’t enter into these
discussions.

His point would be well taken
if he hadn’t been the one to try
to make the matter politically
based. If it’s not about politics
then why? 2

What could possibly be behi
the change? Safety. S);fety oi'liﬁg
town’s employees and safety of
tl'_xe people on the state road
Since Berne pays for insurance.
it is also to the benefit to all of

th i i
thz ::xpayers to avoid accidents

I’'d hate to come

carrying propane or gasoli
2 ine.
'I‘ha_t S why! Ax}d ifthe high:vay

Rick Otto
Berne

No State Engineers investigated anything regarding
stage road at all. | worked for Region One DOT at the
time. | am 100% sure. That is a falsehood promoted
by the Superintendent of Highways

Note that scores of people did not show up at any
board meeting in support of closing this highway.

That is not documentable because it is simply not
true.

Randy Bashwinger

| have documents and supporting
departments that back the decision. Also
again the safety isn't worth taking a chance of
coming in and out of there . As far as
arguments go there isn't anyone arguing
except one person and | have thru this hole
thing been professional about this

hours ago - Like - 5 3
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The superintendent will produce no such documents. Ask
him. No state engineers investigated .



Thu 8/31/2017 10:46 AM
Anita Clayton <bernenyclerk@gmail.com>

Re: FOIL documentation of concurrence

o Joel Willsey
Joel: I am in receipt of vour FOIL request. I do not have documentation regarding state engineers but I will search the minutes and try to pull up the recording next week.
Anita

On Tue, Aug 29, 2017 at 2:46 PM, Joel Willsev <jpwillsi@nveap.rr.com™> wrote:

Anita,

On 3/7/17 vou provided me with a document (1mg682 _pdf) in response to my earlier FOIL request. This 1z an image of an intersection sight distance evaluation and Accident Information
provided to the Beme Superintendent of Highways by Reed Sholtes, a WY SDOT Engineer. I appreciate receipt of that document, but, as Beme Records Officer I would like to make another
request.

My understanding i1s that the decision to seasonally close the end of Stage Foad was made by the Berne Supenntendent of Highways. We depend upon that segment for access during snow
and wind events so [ need to understand how this decision was made.

Mr Bashwinger and Mr Rick Otto have published statements about the decision. Mr Otto indicates that state engineers investigated the 1ssue before the road was closed and determined 1t
was unsafe. Mr Bashwinger indicates that there 1s documentation that other departments support IMr his decision to limit our access. The statements were published 1n the Altamont
Enterprise by Mr. Otto and the "Town of Berne Highway Dept” Facebook page. Mr Bashwinger published this claim in his official capacity on the Berne Highway Dept official page.

ITHAVE 2 REQUESTS FOR. DOCUMENTATION:

FIRST:

If there are any documents or covert recordings at the Highway Dept or Town Archives that document that the seasonal closure 1ssue was investigated by state engineers before
"determiming it was unsafe to use or plow Stage Road to Rie 443 in snow or ice conditions” or any similar documents indicating anyone else's involvement in the decision I would like to
request copies of them or any related correspondence that to any Berne official before the Highway was seasonally closed. Basically I need anv existing documentation that anvone other
than Mr Bashwinger was involved in the decision.
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a8 The Happenings in the town of Berne NY
peredl Tuesday at 1:25 PM - @

As per the Berne Highway Department, Stage Rd.
(alias horse trail), in East Berne has been posted as a
seasonal road.

It has been declared as being Berne's most dangerous
road to turn out from. The good news, it is easy and
much safer to exit from Stage Rd from the other end.
Drive safe and be Berne positive !

Ecaﬂe;

News Feed Video Marketplace Notifications

Clearly the Superintendent, GOP Chair is
politically motivated to restrict access to the
home of my father, a WWII Vet.

Make Berne Great again?

The issue is that 182 Stage Rd cannot be
accessed from the east end in windy
conditions during and following snowstorms.

| have no such access issues at our home
near the east end of Stage Road. The
Superintendents posts deliberately
misrepresent the situation as if my access is
the issue. That is not true. | have never
complained about access to my home.



