A Sketch of the Beginnings
of a Nineteenth Century Railroad Town

‘Dennis Sullivan -



Voorheesville, New York

A Sketch of the Beginnings
of A Nineteenth Century Railroad Town



Voorheesville, New York

A Sketch of the Beginnings
of A Nineteenth Century Railroad Town

Dennis Sullivan

Constance Burns: Illustrator

Published by
New Scotland Historical Association
P.O. Box 541
Voorheesville, New York 12186

www.newscotlandhistoricalassociation.org



Published by
The Town of New Scotland Historical Association
Voorheesville, NY 12186

First published by the Village of Voorheesville, 1989

109876543

Copyright © Dennis Sullivan, 1989
All rights reserved

Library of Congress Catalog
Card Number
89050027

ISBN 0-9622282-0-6

Text design and layout:
Richard Schreibstein

Cover art:
Constance Burns
Rendition of photograph by
Jim Shaughnessy

Cover design:
Joe Keyser
Printed in the U. S. A.

Dataflow, 71 Fuller Road
Albany, New York



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Preface 1
Acknowledgements 3
Foreword 5

Chapter One: The Beginnings of A Railroad Town
1. The Railroad Arrives 7
2. An Agricultural Hamlet Grows LS

Chapter Two: The Golden Era Begins

1. What's In A Name? 23
2. Farlin Who? 27
3. Hay and Straw Market 29
4. A Mill and Apple Cider Town 36
5. Quality Cider Up The Road 41
Chapter Three: An Enterprising Business Community
1. Cooperative Values 45
2. A Canning Factory 45
3. Cigar-Making 47
4. Malleable Iron Works 49
5. Encouraging Thriftiness 52
6. Shirts and Collars Button Holes 54

Chapter Four: Village Hospitality

1. Taking A Vacation 59
2. Morris Harris’ Place 60
3. The Elegant Grove 63
4. Fryer Himself 65
5. The Boarding House 68
6. Tourists of the Boxcar Variety 72
7. A Few Inhospitable Moments 73
Chapter Five: A Note on Provisions
1. Groceries and Meats 77
2. Bread and Lunch 80
3. The Village Milk Route 81

4. Ice, Coal and Lumber 85



Chapter Six: Everyday Social Life
1. Collective Work and Play
2. Weddings and Socials
3. A New Social Center
4. While the Band Played On
5. Then There Was Baseball
6. Wanting a Place to Read

Chapter Seven: Public Services and Government
1. Incorporation
2. A Government is Established
3. Hose Company No. 1
4. Roads and Sidewalks
5. A Public Water Supply
6. Electric Lights and Telephone

Chapter Eight: Religious and Moral Influences
1. The Society of Methodists
2. A Church on Main Street

3. A Catholic Mission
4. Temperance and Prohibition

Chapter Nine: The Beginning of the End
1. The Automobile Arrives

Appendix A: Voorheesville’sFirst Dwellers
and the Van Bael Patent

Notes
References

Index

91
96
100
102
106
110

L=
117
121
125
130
132

137
142
144
146

151

135

163

7]

173



Dedicated to

Arthur Gregg
19th c. Voorheesville resident,
author, historian, journalist,
who unfailingly cherished through deed
his love of Voorheesville’s history

E. Dayton Joslin
hardwareman, teacher
originator of the first library,
school principal and trustee,
inspirer of students,
among them Arthur Gregg,
to delve into history

and

Mary Vosburgh
who through her kindergarten
on High Street
kept open the eyes of the young
for a quarter of a century



Preface

hen the Polish-American poet
W Czeslaw Milosz gave his Nobel

Lecture for his prize in poetry in 1980,

he surprised many people by saying
asmuch abouthistory as he did about poetry. Speaking
about a vision of history, Milosz said that, even though
our planet gets smaller each year through the fantastic
proliferation of mass media, we are witnessing what he
described as a “refusal to remember.”

The poet went on to say that in the past one might
expect a society’s illiterates to know little about their
country’s past. But today, he added, there’s a group of
oftentimes highly educated people for whom history is
a confused blur. They have little sense of which people
lived in which century and consequently are ata loss as
tohow history’s actorshelped shape different historical
events. Milosz revealed that his biggest fear was that
“history will bereduced to whatappearson television.”

Anyone who has shown the least bit of interest in
history will find more than a grain of truth in what
Milosz says. And when searching for reasons to explain
the “confused blur,” what immediately comes to mind
is civilization’s great romance with mobility—upward
mobility, over-there-mobility, another-time mobility.
People throughout the globe seem increasingly driven
to be in some other place or state of being than where
they presently are.

This way of lifehas had greatramifications for people’s
commitment to thelocal, to the place they currently live
in. Thisincludes the history of a placeas well, the people
and events that helped shape that place in earlier times.
Why expend energy here if one is just passing through?

For a Voorheesville resident just passing through the
village, what would be the value of knowing that our
firstlibrary was arranged forby E. Dayton Joslin in 1901
and set up in the back of Al Borst’s restaurant near the
depot? Or that the Ferguson Brothers had a cider mill at
the northern end of Voorheesville Avenue that produced
some of the best sparkling Baldwin cider on the East
Coast? Or that toward the end of last century the creek
rose so high some years, the swelled waters forced
school to be canceled, the kids unable to get across the
bridge?

But whether a person haslived in the village a day or
for 93 years, as in the case of Gertrude Coughtry, care
must be taken with whatever facts come along. They are
too often easily treated as cute little artifacts, quaint
aspects of a quaint railroad town in days gone by. And
to treat history this way is not only to make of the past

an abstraction, but to simultaneously sever ourselves
from the present. Community-making becomes
impossible or at the very least extremely difficult when
peoplelacka sense of place. Sooner or later life becomes
haphazard; anything can go.

But, even when people do show a sincere interest in
theirroots, thoserootsarenotalwaysas open to scrutiny
astheymightbe. Thejob of thelocal historian, therefore,
is to search for those roots, to bring them to light and to
invite the community to make a connection with them.
To do this successfully, the historian must be able not
only to round up the critical actors of the past but to
allow them to speak for themselves, as it were, to
interact on the historical stage as they once did in real
life. Supposedly the freer they are in doing so, the
clearer will a community’s picture of itself be.

I'have made an attempt to create that stage here and
to allow our ancestors to walk acrossitasboldly as they
did yearsbefore. To the extent that they breathe here the
way they did times before, this little history will be a
success.

The reader should keep in mind, however, that thisis
not a scholarly work, though I have gone to primary
sources whenever possible. Nor have I attempted to
provide a detailed history of every aspect of the life of
the village but rather a feel of what went on.
Consequently I am calling this narrative a sketch and
am limiting it basically to the period when the railroad
came to town and a village grew up around the tracks
in leaps and bounds. It’s an arguable point but I have
described this period as the golden era.

When I'began this history I thoughtI would be able to
avail myself of the short histories that some residents
and schoolchildren had compiled at various times. But
these accounts were filled with so many contradictory
facts and dates that I decided I needed to go deeper to
straighten out as much as I could. In the face of new
data, some old-timers still seem to prefer the myths. So
be it.

I also need to mention that I have not included much
information about the school system, in large part
because presently two teachers at the high school are
compilinga history of the school district. Beforemoving
in that direction Ifirst want to see their work. Thereis so
little time and so much to be done that it's a waste to
duplicate the efforts of others.

Moreover, I would add that when I began this work
I had considerably more time at my disposal. By the
time I began organizing the materials for publication, I



had considerably less to devote to the project. It became
clear to me that townand village historians who do little
writingabout their communitiesare notlazy oruncaring.
Most simply do not have the required time.

Finally, I would like to make special mention of those
older citizens of the village—former and current
residents—who have shed light on this project. Never

havelspokentoorcorresponded with by letter so many
men and womenin their late 60s, 70s and 80s who are so
bright and keen-witted. Despite all our supposed
technological advances over former times, I am
convinced they had much that was better. And for all
ourcurrentworld’s worry about staying young forever,
theirs wasa much deeper drink at the fountain of youth.
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Foreword

he task of a community historian may be

I getting more difficult as we become a

more heterogeneous people. Perhaps we

were always diverse but, so wrapped in

themythologiesevolved aboutour figurative ancestors,

that we took for granted that we were, at some point, in

some golden nimbus of a past, set in a bucolic and

simpler era, a la Irving Bacheller, Norman Rockwell, or
Theodore Cleaver.

A French Jesuitin New Netherland in the 1640s noted
eighteen languages spoken there, and during much of
our area’s history prior to the opening of the Erie Canal,
our population was ten to fifteen per cent Black. Early
on, we had our Palatine and Swiss Germans, our Scots-
Irish and our Irish, our Lutherans, Calvinists, Catholics
and Jews. We received a healthy injection of Slavic and
Mediterranean immigrants and, more recently, South
East Asian, Chinese and Indians. Our tradition haslong
been one of cultural pluralism, fraught most likely with
imbalances, intermarriages, competition, rivalries,
grudges and alliances, sometimes all at once.

Our community histories always are more than
segments punctuated by wars, Dutch settlement to
English takeover to American Revolution to Civil War,
golden homespun epoch giving way to Gilded Age to
Modern Times. Our communities are too rich, also, to
let our history deteriorate into lists of ‘firsts’:first
automobile, first Mayor, first creamery, firstblacksmith,
first tavern, first newspaper. We are more than those
things; we are their sum and total, at once descended
fromand informed by all the elements of our community.
Our history could not occur in a vacuum.

To understand fully the past of Voorheesville,
Altamont, Sante Fe, or Talinn, Estonia, is probably
impossible. We can never live as did the citizens of 1870
or 1950; the world has moved on, Voorheesville moved
with it, and so did we. The History of Voorheesville
happened as part of, because of, this wider

world-without Henry Ford, there would have been no
first automobile in the village. Too often, local history
has been treated as a finite universe which ends at the
city limits.

The most important things a community historian
can do are to contribute a solid local history leading to
a sense of place for an increasingly transient American
population, to, in turn, offer a sense of the community’s
place in a wider world, and to demythologize the past.
Too frequently generations of local historians have
repeated erroras fact, like medieval copyists uncritically
passing on what they saw in front of them. What really
were the forces of change and through what mechanisms
of local society were they manifested? How did
Voorheesville become Voorheesville?

Why is that sense of place; that recovery of a useful
past, important? The work of the historian should
contribute to the quality of life, build awareness of what
defines the community as such, how it is different and
how the same as other places. In the schools, the idea of
community is a manageable, attractive and
comprehensible way to introduce the concept of history
to younger students, wholater can makemoreintelligent
choices about the community’s future, understanding
how Voorheesville’s past is really its prologue.

Weleave few legacies which must survive us. Dennis
Sullivan has produced an accessible history as a
community resource, helping to nurture that all-too-
elusive sense of place, and perhaps to recapture that
even more frail and shy reality that so nimbly avoids us
when we confront the past. As one of my last acts as
Albany County Historian, I am honored to provide an
introduction for it.

Robert W. Arnold III
Albany County Historian
November 21, 1988



“On Sundays we’d go to church in
the morning and get together in the
afternoon. We'd say we’ll come over
today and we’d get together. We'd eat
and have card games, ball games, we'd
have a hell of a time, play cards for
drinks. We all had chickens in the back
yard, if someone came over from Green
Island, my mother would knock the
heads off a few and feed sometimes 25
people. We had maybe 500 or 600 cans
of fruits and vegetables in the cellar.
When I came home from the war my
mother would bake over 200 loaves of
bread a week in the oven outside and
pizza too. She’d sell the bread for 30
cents and a large slice of pizza for 50
cents. That's the truth. It is.”

— Michael Ulion



CHAPTER ONE

The Beginnings of A Railroad Town

1. The Railroad Arrives
n July 4, 1893 shortly after two in the
afternoon, a procession of paraders and
horse drawn floats was set in motion at
John Joslin’s house on Maple Avenue for
the annual Independence Day celebration. All morning
long visitors from surrounding areas had begun to
trickleinto Voorheesville to sharein the day’s festivities.

On one of thefloats John Houghton stood portraying
Columbus. On another an “Old Log Cabin” scene was
enacted. Norton Zeh, dressed in a highly colored
plantation outfit, played a fiddle while a dozen or so
children in black face danced merrily to his tunes while
eating chunks of watermelon from a large barre] on the
float.

The parade slowly made its way down Main Street to
itsintended destination, Fryer’s Grove Hotel situated to
thenortheastof the train depot. Asthe paradedisbanded,
the celebrators gathered in thelarge grove in back of the
hotel to hear George Addington, Albany lawyer, justice
and longtime friend of Alonzo B. Voorhees, give an
address following a short opening prayer by the
Methodist minister of Voorheesville, the Rev. John C.
Fisher.

At 4:30 a crowd of cheerers-on gathered along the
trotting track in the grove to watch the more daring
compete in potato races, two foot races and a bicycle
race. Voorheesville athlete and premier wrestler Frank
Reid won the 200-yard race, an Albanian by the name of
McHarg took the honorsin the 100 while native Charles
Van Auken finished first in the bicycle race. A Mr.
Searles of Albany won the potato race.

LA
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On Saturday afternoon, Aug. 18th the
1. 0. O. F., of Voorheerville, will givea
clam bake, on the grounds of Mrs. Rob't
T. Coughtry, formerly occupied by S, V.
R. Hoes, The bake will be under the
management of Walter Flockton, an ex-
pert, and will be served from § to 10 p.
ra. - Mukic by the Voorheesville band.

The change In locatiou wan due to Mr.,
Fryer insisting on having stauds on the
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NoticeinThe Altamont Enterprise of upcoming clambake
in 1894. Over 2,000 attended.

Despite the valiant efforts of Walter Flockton, overseer
of the day’s events, to run the program according to
schedule, the afternoon wasnotwithoutincident. During
the parade Charles Winne, the snare drummer in the
Voorheesville brass band was run down by the
unmanageable horse of one of thecowboysin the parade.
Fortunately Winne was not seriously hurt.

But Flockton himself, while attempting to move the
crowd back at the beginning of the bicycle race, was
struck down by the paddle of the wheel ridden by
Henry Wynkoop. Flockton didn’t fare as well as the
snare drummer, having suffered a four-inch laceration
near his thigh. Wynkoop was thrown from his wheel so
hard that he had to withdraw from the race.

After the excitement of the races had quieted down,
food was served in the large grove behind the hotel.
This was followed by dancing and drinks and more
music by the village band beneath the shade of the large
trees that had made the Grove a famous place for
picnickers throughout the county. Those who stayed to
the end were rewarded by seeing the evening capped
off with a wonderful display of fireworks.

This Fourth of July celebration in Voorheesville in
1893 was not unlike those held in thousands of rural
villages around the state as the century was drawing to
a close. What distinguished the festivities in
Voorheesville, a village with a population of barely 300,
was that between 2,000 and 3,000 people showed up to
celebrate the day.

Nor was this the only occasion when a crowd of this
magnitude would descend upon thelittle village. There
were numerous other occasions for by the 1890s this
little industrial-business-shipping-resort community
had become a kind of focal point for social gatherings.
Not only did large numbers of vacationers flock to
Voorheesville during the summer months each year,
butagricultural, teacher and church groups traveled by
train to hold their annual conventions and institutes in
the village during the winter months. It was not
uncommon for several hundred farmers or several
hundred teachers from their respective countywide
organizations to hold their annual institutes in the
village, or for nearly 1,000 to show up to cheer on the
Voorheesvillebaseball team when it toughed out games
with neighboring Slingerlands. Toward the middle of
August, theyear following theIndependence celebration
mentioned above, the newly-established Voorheesville
Odd Fellows Lodge held a clam bake which 2,000
attended. In late August 1901 the Patrons of Industry
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Invitation to the official opening of the Albany and
Susquehanna to Central Bridge. (Jean Banta Collection)

held their annual picnic in the village and 4,000 came.
This was only the tip of the iceberg.

Forty years earlier, before thefirst trains of the Albany
and Susquehanna Railroad Company had cut through
the farmlands that were to comprise Voorheesville one
day, it would have been difficult for the farmers in the
area to imagine a village emerging able to attract so
many from so far to celebrate such events. But the
railroad would and did change everything, turning the
small off-the-beaten-path settlement on the way to the
Helderbergs into a bustling little town.

Foratime, however, itappeared as though therailroad
might not become a reality at all. Since the
groundbreaking for the Albany and Susquehanna in
September 1853, the railroad had suffered numerous
setbacks due to lack of money, work delays and legal
disputes, so that many who watched its progress
doubted it would ever see completion.!

But on Tuesday September 15, 1863 any such doubts
were dispelled forever.? At9 a.m., two excursion trains
consisting of four passenger and four freight cars
conveniently fitted with seats for the occasion left the
Albany and Susquehanna depotat the corner of Lydius
and Church streets in the city of Albany headed west for
Central Bridge.

Those who had assembled to see the trains off were
wild with excitement, despite the fact that the country
was still bemg ravaged by civil war. This day was too
long in coming. The cars were pulled by the E. R. Ford
and E.P. Prentice, two enginesbeautifully decorated for
the occasion with flags, evergreens and flowers by Mrs.

E. P. Prentice, the wife of the president of the road.

The two trains with their entourage of well-wishers,
chugged their way through the towns of Bethlehem,
New Scotland, and Guilderland passing theHelderberg
Mountains along the northern spur of the range and
then ascended into the valley of the Bozenkill. After
speech-making stops at Quaker Street and Esperance
crossroads, where the first passengers ever carried on
the road were said to have gotten on, the trains finally
reached the end of the line at Central Bridge. That was
about one in the afternoon. The total distance travelled
was the length of the road completed to date, 36 miles.

Newspaper accounts of the A & S’s maiden voyage
tell how all along the road people turned out in groups
to greet the arrival of the first trains with celebratory
cheers. For many farmers along the route, particularly
those along the upper Susquehanna valley who felt
excluded from the world of commerce, the arrival of the
railroad was considered a godsend. They would now be
able to ship crops to Albany markets and become
competitive with those farmers who had access to the
railroad ontheireastern (New York Central) and western
(Erie Railway) sides.?

The track of the new road had been laid with 60-
pound iron on six-foot gauge. The wider than standard
gauge had been used because it was the intention of the
road’s builders to have the Albany and Susquehanna
stretch a full 142 miles into Binghamton and there
connect with the Erie, which also rested on six-foot
gauge. But that connection would notbe made until the
last day of 1868.

Those with interests in the coal industry also awaited
the new road with impatience. Once linked with the
Erie, the A&S would become the means by which
anthracite coal from the great coal beds of Pennsylvania
would reach Albany and from there be distributed
north to Canada and to the New England states.
Voorheesville itself would become a minor coal center,
residents coming fromas far away as Bernedown to the
Normanskill area tobuy coal from the several dealers in
the village. With large profits to be made from coal, it’s
no surprise that prior to the 1869 election of the A& S’s
board of directors, a fierce contest arose between
competing business factions to take control of theboard.
The violence that grew out of that contest and the
reasons for it is a story unto itself.*

But on the 15th of September six years earlier, as the
trains passed through the midpoint of the Town of New
Scotland, the passengers peering out the windows saw
no coal sheds or stores along the track, only peaceful
farm fields. Along the road where the little industrial
village of Voorheesville would one day sprout, they
saw fields of Indian corn and acres of potatoes ready to
be dug on the Frederick Joslin farm. After that, as the
trains crossed the narrow bridge stretching over the Vly
Creek, there were the farms of Conrad Fryer, Peter
Martin and William Relyea which stretched into
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Guilderland. The Martin and Fryer farms would later
comprise a good part of the future incorporated village
of Voorheesville. !

But in the fall of 1863 there was no evidence of such a
village, incorporated or not. Frank Bloomingdale, who
would be elected the first president of the newly
incorporated village in 1899, was a schoolboy of 11
sharing the chores on the family farm in Guilderland.
And Alonzo B. Voorhees, after whom the village would
one day be named, was still practicing law in Albany
and residing at 375 Lydius Street in that city. Perhaps
Voorhees, a prominent attorney in Albany, was among
theinvited guests peering out the windows of the trains
as they cut through the solitary farm lands. If so, all he
would have seen to mark his future namesake station
was a small shack standing on the southwestern line of
Conrad Fryer’s farm. Only in the following year would
a more substantial combination passenger and freight
station be erected. That relatively small building would
serveas the area’s shipping center to marketsin Albany
and from there points west and north and south to New
York City.

Because Voorhees had not yet moved to the area,
there was no such name as Voorheesville at this time.
The little station was called New Scotland. This would
be the case for at least the first decade of the railroad’s
operation. Indeed, well after Voorhees had moved into
town and the little outpost was given its first post office
and called Voorheesville, the stop would still be listed
onrailroad timetablesasNew Scotland. Onsome maps,
timetables and directories this would be the case even
into the early 1880s.
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The delay in the changing of the name of the new
railroad stop to Voorheesville might be looked upon as
symbolicof thenew entity’s struggle forits own identity
in a town thatseemed to pay little attention to that area.
Until the railroad came, the hub of the town’s political
and economic activities was located toward its central
and southern parts, in the hamlets of New Scotland,
New Salem, Unionville and Clarksville. Inand through
these hamlets ran turnpike and plank roads, which
gave farmers better access to the Albany markets and
thereby fostered greater development in those areas. A
good sense of the development of these hamlets in
comparison to the Voorheesville-to-be areacanbe gotten
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Sections of the Town of New Scotland from the 1866 Beers Map of Albany County. The circled area is Voorheesville. The

hamlets of New Scotland and Unionville are still more populated than Voorheesville but the latter has

since 1854.

grown significantly
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A D&H train arrives at Voorheesville station. Because the depot stood at the junction of the D&H and West Shore tracks
it was sometimes referred to as “Union Depot.”

from the Gould map of 1854.° In the areas to the south
of Voorheesville, small villages and hamlets were
already in full bloom.

With greater development comes greater political
clout. Therefore, from the cenral and southern parts of
the town came the principal o:ficials who administered
town affairs. A quick run down the list of the town's
supervisors fromitsincorporationin 1832 to the arrival
of the railroad shows that only James Reid, the first
supervisor of the town, was elected from the area that
would become Voorheesville. Ironically, the next
supervisor to be elected from -he village area after Reid
was non other than Alonzo B. Voorhees. That was in
1870 and Voorhees was in every respect a newcomer to
the town when compared to the Relyeas, LaGranges,
Martins, Terwilligers, Veeders and other early families.
Some of these families had beer in the area for over 150
years while Voorhees had moved into town only three
years prior to being elected and then moved out.

But in retrospect, Voorhees’ election was clearly a
harbinger of things to come. The new railroad stop in
the north central part of the town would effect major
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changes in the economic and political composition of
New Scotland that would last fo- well over half a
century.

In 1865, however, two years after the A&S arrived,
there was hardly a body of voters to make such a
political statement even in its imagination. The New
York State census for 1865 lists 6C0 dwellings in the
town containing 649 families. The Eeers map of a year
later shows fewer than 25 of these houses to be situated
in the immediate Voorheesville area, most of which
were farmers scattered here and there. Except for the
small settlement along the Indian Ladder Road, which
comprised the Black Creek Methodist Church, there
wasno sign of a cohesive communitv in thearea. Butthe
numbers began to change and the cohesiveness began
to appear. Within five years, the railroad’s impact was
already felt, even if only the number of jobs brought by
the railroad is considered.

For example, the federal census of 1870 indicates
there were 25 residents employed ty the railroad with
Henry Lent as station master and Casper Louer section
foreman. Moreover, in 1870 the newly-defined village
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Looking down West Shore fracks after u smow. A good view of how cars sat on switches on both sides of tracks. The smali
building to the far vight is the freight hicuse; behind that, Joslin Brothers buildings.

had a lawyer (Voorhees), a physician (also by the name
of Voorhees), two carpenters, two pairters, at least two
blacksmiths, a stone mason, two scheol teachers, two
general stores and two boot and shoe makers. The little
village was beginning to look the way New Salem did
adecade earlier,a strong indication thzt the village was
beginning to stand on its own two feet.

It is difficult to say what the economic and social
impact of the Albany and Susquehanna, later the
Delaware and Hudson,® would have been on this small
nondescript stcp of New Scotland, had it remained the
only railroad tc run through the town. But it wasn't. In
two years time a second line, the Saratcga and Hudson
River Railroad, had opened and crossec the Albanyand
Susquehanna at the western end of the Conrad Fryer
farm. An entry in the diary of Vanderzee Lagrange,
through whose farm the railroad went after leaving
Voorheesville, indicates the first cars went through on
November 3, 1865.” Thus Voorheesville became a
railroad junction town.®

The Saratoga and Hudson River Railroad project was

13

spearheaded by Daniel Drew and Cornelius Vanderbilt
and built at a time when Athens in Greene County was
the end of the deep-water navigation of the Hudson. At
Athens freight and passenger traffic that came up the
Hudson in two steamboats, the Erastus Corning and
the John Taylor, was switched to railroad cars. From
there the road ran to Schenectady where it connected to
the Schenectady and Saratoga and the New York Central
for points west. Along the 26-mile run to Schencctady
the trains made four stops, at Coeymans, Feura Bush,
New Scotland (Voorheesville) and Guilderland. When
the trains reached New Scotland, some materials were
switched to the Albany and Susquehanna cars.

In his later years, George E. Wood, a former resident
of the village, wrote a letter to Enoch Squires of WGY
radio about his recollection of the trains at the junction.
Wood, whose father’s farm was only a short distance
from the station, recalled seeing the wood-burning
locomotives switching carsfrom oneroad to theotherat
the junction. Wood was correct when he said he saw
cars being switched, for the six foot gauge of the A&S
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West Shore timetable for special event in honor of General Ulysses S. Grant. From: “Timetable Pictorial of the West Shore
Railroad,” by Ed Gardner, 22 Garden Ave., P.O. Box 199, Mountain Top, PA. 18707.

had been changed to standard shortly after the D&H
leased the road on February 24, 1870.°

Why the Athens Branch was built in the first place
remainsoneof thegreatunsolved puzzlesof therailroad
world. Because it never materialized any great gains for
its promoters, at ore point it was given the name The
White Elephant. The branch was leased to the New
York Central in the spring of 1867. InNovember 1881 it
was leased by the New York Central to the West Shore
and Buffalo Railway, which four years later would be
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reorganized into the West Shore Railroad Co. The West
Shore succumbed and in 1886 was leased by the New
York Central. As part of the WSRR, the stretch once
known as the White Elephant was referred to as the
Athens Branch.!?

With the crossing of the two roads in the very heart of
the village, Voorheesville was on its way to becoming a
bustling mini-industrial community. And because of its
proximity to the Helderbergs, the village was to become
a sought-after resort town that droves of vacationers



enjoyed coming to each summer for decades. That is,
until the automobile deposed the railroad and became
transportation king.

2. An Agricultural Hamlet Grows
efore the resorts came to Voorheesville,
before the railroads made their presence
known, there were essentially only
farmers in the north central part of New
Scotland. And for them, the coming of the rails in the
1860s served as the great economic equalizer with the
rest of the town—in fact turned the economic tables in
their favoraltogether. Until then, farmersin the southern
parts of the town had a distinct advantage. They were
closer to the turnpike and plank roads that made the
route to market more direct and easier. For the
Voorheesville area farmer the trip to market in Albany
with a load of produce was an ordeal, taking up the
greater part of a day. As might be imagined, the trip to
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market was worse for those living further west. It's no
surprise that the initial impetus to build the Albany and
Susquehanna came from farmers living in the more
isolated parts of the Schoharie valley.

A railroad man from Cobleskill, H.T Dana, describes
the trip to market farmers living near Cobleskill had to
take before the railroad came.! While this trip was a
greater ordeal for these more western farmers, Dana’s
description provides great insight into what farmers in
New Scotland had to endure before the railroad. It's
worth quoting the Cobleskill resident’s remarks for the
vivid picture they offer of this era.

Writing about the period when the tracks for the
Albany and Susquehanna were still being laid, Dana
says a farmer’s trip to market “was an event of as much
importance, and required more elaborate preparation
than a journey to Omaha, Nebraska, does now.” The
railroad man goes on to say that a farmer’s wife “went
bustling about the house the day before thejourney was
to be made, frying doughnuts, cooking sausages, and
bakingbread, while the farmerand hissons were putting
up the grain or apples for market.”

L

Vaorheesville. "N Y 748

Even after the railroad came, the roads available to farmers remained relatively primitive. Illustrated above is the bridge
across the Vly on Maple Avenue going toward New Scotland. Notice the railroad crossing sign in the background. The photo

was taken long before the underpass was built in 1914.
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When evening came, Dana continues, food for the
three day trip was prepared and packed into a dinner
box while the farmer “was busy at the barn packing a
huge bundle of hay, and binding it with strong bands
made by twisting rye straw into coils for rope.” The
farmer packed the hay “to avoid the purchase of feed for
the horse whilst upon the trip.”

The wagon was then greased and the dinner box
placed safely onboard ready for the early start. Thenin
the morning there were the roads and the elements to
contend with. Dana says:“I will not recount the horrible
details of a three days’ pilgrimage to Albany and back,
through mud and rain, slush and snow, trudging part
way on foot or seated upon the soft side of a barrel of
apples.” This, although to a lesser degree, was the kind
of trip the Relyeas, LaGranges, Cullings, Terwilligers
and Martins among other Voorheesville area farmers,
were subject to during harvest periods.

When the two railroads finally did come through
Voorheesville and first offered their full complement of
hauling services to farmers, the farms in the
Voorheesville area differed little from those in the rest
of thetowninwhatthey grew or produced. The strongest
crops were hay, oats, winter rye and Indian corn. A few
farmers grew barley and a little more than half cultivated
several acres of buckwheat. Most farmers grew at least
an acre of potatoes.

Oats and Indian corn seemed particularly agreeable
to the soils of the arca. Especially after 1840 Indian
corn’s production increased dramatically in New
Scotland, some farmers even substituting it for fallow.
As for the production of oats, the number of bushels
seemed to increase as wheat was less and less able to be
cultivated in the area.

But New Scotland farms, as with the rest of Albany
County, had not always had such an awkward
relationship with wheat. In its early farming history
Albany County had had along loveaffair with the crop.
After the fur trade had all but dissolved in New York,
wheat had become the staple of the province, certainly
by 1734, and Albany County wasa major factor. Indeed,
wheat production had become so prominent in the
county that the symbol for wheat was added to the city
of Albany’s official logo. Nearly a century later in 1831,
the Albany agriculturist, Jesse Buel, still referred to
wheat as the staple of Albany County.?

But the continuous depletion of soil through
overcropping and shoddy farming methods, invasions
by the wheat midge and weevil and rusts were to make
wheatincreasingly less profitable. In 1864, for example,
the number of bushels of wheat harvested in Albany
County seems to havereached its nadir at 1,858.2 In New
Scotland the total yield that year was only 354 bushels.
And from all the farms in the entire Voorheesville area,
only one farmer, Conrad Fryer, had grown and harvested
wheat that year. He planted a single acre from which his
yield was 10 bushels, slightly less than the county’s per-

acre-average. That was the same year the Albany and
Susquehannahad putup its first combination passenger
station and freight house and was ready for serious
freight business.

A look further down the list of agricultural products
from the New York State agricultural census for the
year 1865 gives us better insight into what a typical farm
looked like when the railroad first came through. First
ofall, nearly every farmin the townhad a fairly sizeable
apple orchard, most in the range of 50 to 100 trees.
However, those farms that depended more on apple
production as a cash crop had much larger orchards.
TheRaynesford (now the King) farm on the west side of
the intersection of Routes 85A and 85 had 450 trees. The
Wayne farm had 300 in production and the Hilton
farm(currently the LeVie farm)had 800 apples trees of
fruit-bearing age.

From their yield of apples most farms produced
several barrels of cider each year. In the late 18th and
throughout the 19th century, cider was a most popular
drink. Some farms relied on the sale of cider for their

- yearly income while others used their barrels to barter
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with storekeeps for essentials they were not able to
produce themselves.

Part of the fruit production on many farms also
included the cultivation of peaches, plums, grapes,
pearsand some strawberries. Some farmers specialized
ina particular market vegetable suchas turnips, peas or
carrots. In years to come, the Bender farm would be
famous not only for its Golden Queen melons but for its
white turnip crops as well. * On the adjoining Becker
farm (where the Auberge Suisse restaurant stands on
Route 85 in Slingerlands), Albertus Becker produced
1700 bushels of carrots one year.

When looking at the town’s farming practices at the
close of the Civil War, it is essential to understand that
the farming household was becoming increasingly less
self-subsistent and increasingly more oriented to a
market economy. Union depot in Voorheesville would
become one of the major factors promoting this change
in economy. However, by and large, much of what the
farm family used each year was still produced on the
farm in 1865. But as industrialization became
omnipresent in the late 19th century, the move was
increasingly in the direction of a market economy,
whereby householders were encouraged to buy as a
commodity or service what they once produced for
themselves. This was as true for education as it was for
butter.’

A major source of the production on farms each year
wasthe horse. In 1865 horse power was clearly the name
of the game. Each farm had at least one horse, most had
a team and many of the larger farms had at least six or
seven horses. The horse was used to plow, harvest and
cartharvested goods to market. Itwasused for traveling
to the general store to shop, for going to church, for
visiting neighbors and rushing sick or hurt relatives to



Accordwng fc the 1880 ULS. Agricultural Census, only about one in twenty New Scotland farmers still used oxen to work the
fields. Here thz Andrew Smith (2nd from right holding horse) family shows off its most prized possessions, yoke of oxen and
horses. Tne Andrew Smith farm is currently one of the Indian Ladder farms situated on the Altamont Road.

the nearest coctor or to carry the doctor to the farm. In
short, the norse was the singlemostimportant means by
which the Zfarm family made its living. Nothing
happered withoutthehorse. Ithad nocompetitor except
the ox anc <xer. were limited in what they could do and
how fast thev could do it.

However. i~ 1865 oxen could still be seen trudging
across the fields of some farms in the town, but only in
about 1) percertofthe cases. And only one farmerinthe
entire Vocraessville area used mules. That was Conrad
Fryer. He had & pair.

On nzarlv every farm grunted a pig or two being
raised for cork. Most had four or five and some farmers
raised 15 to 25 for market. The town of New Scotland
was later to become the largest producer of pork in the
countv. Atlezsthalf theresidentshad sheep,a dozen on
average, som2 farmers maintaining large flocks for
wool procuct-cn. At the Font Grove Farm just cast of
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Voorheesville, James Hendrick grazed 100 sheep in
1864 and had a yield of 378 pounds of wool.

Milk also came directly from the farm so that nearly
every farm had at least one milch cow at pasture. The
larger farms had as many as eight to 12 cows, relying on
the sale of milk for income. In addition to producing
their own milk, most farm families also made their own
butter.On average a farmmight make between 100 and
800 pounds a year. Clearly those in the latter category
made butter for sale at market or to neighbors. Butter
was also used to trade for groceries at the general store.
Cheese was madeby a solitary farmer here and there, by
less than 1 percent of the farming population.

In 1865 the typical New Scotland farm was about 80
acres. Some farms were as small as 10. Among the
largest was the Hilton farm (LeVie’s) with 320 acres, not
only one of the largest in the colony of Rensselaerswyck
but one of the domain'’s finest.t
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Foranyone interested in local history, the enumerations of the Federal and Sta te Agricultural Census are more than numbers.
They paint a vivid picture of farm life at the time the census was taken. Depicted here is a page of the U.5. Agricultural Census
for1880. Translating some of the farms into today's terms, the Conrad Fryerfarmwas 84 Voorheesville Avenue, David Bradt's
was 14 Voorheesville Avenue, Christopher Terwilliger's farmwas most of Salem Hills, and the Widow Reid farmwas situated
on Maple Avenue across from the service station.
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The Severson (formerly Terwilliger) farmhouse on Maple Avenue, What's noteworthy about the pheto is that today the barns
are Stonington Hill Road in the Salem Hills housing development.

Much has been wr:tten about the poor farming
practices of farmersin the early part of the 19th century.
For example, when a field got run down, a goodly
number of farmers might move on to another field. By
1850 nearly every county in eastern New York was
reporting serious cases of soil depletion. It was said that
only about ore twelfth of the farmers took care to
improve their lands, a quarter took steps to prevent
deterioration and the -est just plain “skimmed” the
lands creating damages to the extent of $3 per acre a
year. With so much land available, oftentimes when a
farm became depleted, the farmer might move further
west rather than ~eplenish the soil.

In a decade and a half’s time, by 1864, cultivation
practices had picked up significantly. However, only
slightly more thanhalf tte farmsreported anexpenditure
for manures and Zertilizers.

But with more attention paid to better cultivation
practices after the Civil War and with the coming of the
railroad, farm preduction in the town of New Scotland
increased significantly (from 1864 to 1879). Jacob Markle
says of the New 3Scotland farmers in the Howell and
Tenney History c: Albany County written in 1886 that
“The farmers are an intelligent class, and many of them
adopt the progressive systems of rotation, manuring
and the use of fer:lizers.”

Part of this intelligence came to the conclusion that
the railroad coulc take crops to market much faster and
more easily than an old wooden wagon pulled by a
team of horses or oxen. Therefore production increased
significantly on many farms between 1864 and 1879.
Perhaps the increase in the yicld of oats is the most
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dramatic.

In 1864 the Terwilliger farm (esszntially the Salem
Hillsdevelopment) produced 40 bushels of oats. Fifteen
years later that same farm had increzsad its production
to 450 bushels. The Hiltons moved frem 300 bushels in
1864 to 1,200 in 1879, the Fergusons at the north end of
Voorheesville Avenuz from 24 to 35) bushels. William
Reid’s farm (most recantly the Jablorowski farm across
from Smitty’s Pizza) showed anincr=ese in production

A young Gertrude Heuck (Smith) stands in the middle of
Voorheesville Avenue (about 1912). Tre land across the
road (today’s Hotal'ng Evergreen Park} was then still
bedeckedwith applevrees from the old MMcElroy Orchard.
This is but scant evidznce of the pervastveness of apple
trees in and around the village.



Voorheesville depot crew after the turn of the century (I t3 1): Charliz MacMillan, Eenry Kirby, Miller, William
Slingerlands, Franklin Vosburgh, Jacob Relyes and C. Nicholson.

from40to 125bushelsand Conred Fryer war.t from 250
to 320.

Evidence to support the hypathesis that increased
production was due to better farming practices can be
found in the oat production on Ccnrad Fryer’s farm
during that period. In 1864 Frver praduced 250 bushels
of oats on 18 acres while his 1878 crop of 320 bushels
was grown on only 12 acres. Clearly the difference in
productionmightbeattributasleto afavorable growing
season, but the trend in increased producticn was too
evidentelsewhere. Similar growth stz tistics can be found
in hay and winter rye production as well.

Another dramatic change in agricultural production
during the period described cankbefound intteincrease
in the number of apple trees ctItivated. In the five farms
mentioned, Terwilliger, Hilton, Fergusor, Reid and
Fryer, there were collectively 1.170 t-e2s under
cultivation in 1864. In 1879 that figure had inzreased to
2,400 trees. A good part of the difference is attributable
to Conrad Fryer’s planting of 55 trees by 1879; in 1864
the newly established farmer had none plan-ed.

PerhapsFryer,ashrewd businessman, saw the writing
on the wall. About a decade leter he would sell several
acres at one end of his farm to Burton and Corey, two
cider and vinegar makers frcm Albany. Thay would
establish the Empire Cider and Vinegar Company and
Fryer, as well as other area farmers, would have a
steady customer for their apples.

The railroads’ influence on fcstering increased farm
production can be seen as weli. In January 18¢7, 30,000
bushels of apples were being shipped from the station.
There was no way tha: this kind of yield could have
been cerried to market on dirt -oad surfaces. While four
years later we see only 15,300 ba-rels being shipped,
20,000 more were Ee:ng sent tc the Empire c.der mill
which had opened :n 1390. But it was the railroad that
had brought the mill to town.

Similar shipping stat:stics car. be found sho-tly after
the turn of the century where, in the late fall of 1902,
25,000 barrels of frait were shepped from the depot.
Then there was hay and straw and grains. In January
1887 the two hay and grain firms in the village, John F.
Tygert,and Hallenback and 3locmingdale, had shipped
nearly 30,000 bushels of ryeand buckwheat. Al. wasnot
grown and milled in the immediate Voorheesville
vicinity, as a good amount was brought from the grist
mills ir East Berne ard surrounding areas.

There wereotheraspects of the agricultural landscape
toward the end of the century thatinfluenced thearea’s
annual economy as wel.. For exambole, Henry Blessing,
JohnReid,and William Rely=a had developed lucrative
berry crops. In the summer of 1389 Relyea had picked
five bushels of blackterries frora the 30 Snyder plants
hehad purchased two yearsearlier._n1891 he purchased
1,800 black raspberry plants frem John Ryall in hopes of
bringing their yield to rarket ir. future seasors. Ryall,



a town justice of the peace, had become noted for his
berry crops. Each spring he would provide work for a
number of village women who came to pick berries on
his farm. Some days, during the berry harvest season,
Ryall would take as many as 20 crates of berries to
market.

During this period, huckleberries were also widely
sought after and grown in many places. There was a
large patch (several acres) just west of the village on the
Altamont Road that housewives would descend upon
when they were ripe. The swampy area bordered on
several farms so occasionally there were some heated
exchanges among the pickers as to who was picking
whose berries. After the turn of the century, William
Young is said to have paid for his house on Altamont
Road with sales from the annual berry crop.

There were also some attempts by some residents at
more exotic produce. In a swampy area on North Main
Street, during at least one growing season, Frank
Bloomingdale, the village hay and straw merchant,
attempted to grow bog cranberries. At different times
he had assigned several of his men to work the crop.
Another cash crop cultivated by John Whitbeck was
ginseng. In July 1903 Whitbeck was waiting to see how
valuable such a crop could be. Although grown to the
south and west of Voorheesville, hop production also
had implications for many villagers. Many village
women would travel to Clarksville or Schoharie to pick
hops during the harvest season. Working hard and fast
they were able to make considerable wages during the
short picking season.

Each berry season residents looked forward to
blueberries, gooseberries, strawberries and raspberries
on the counter in the village grocery stores . At Wands’
store or at Bewsher’s or Levi Wood's, a customer could
find the cream of the crop. Farmers would bring the best
of their crop to thelocal store asa matter of pride. On the
other hand they feared the reviews of their neighbors if
any lesser quality than the bestbe brought forward with
their name attached.

However hard area farmers worked, they never
seemed to make the kind of living that thoseinvolved in
manufacturing or shipping did. By the third quarter of
the 19th century, farmers everywhere felt increasingly
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pinched as they received less and less of the national
economic pie. In 1880 farm and urbanreal estate values
were about equal, but by 1890 city real estate was
double that of the farmer. And the estimated average
wealth of the city family was nearly three times that of
its country cousin.’

The increasing psychological press on the farmer by
mid century was one of the reasons for the development
of the Patrons of Husbandry in 1867, forerunner to the
Grange movement. By 1875 Joseph Hilton had helped
organize a chapter of the Grange in New Scotland to
relieve some of this press. Over the years these farmer
advocacy groups fought to lower transportation rates,
reduce the power of the middleman, start cooperatives
and buy materials wholesale. On a personal level they
tried to foster a better social life for the farmer by
sponsoring picnics, lodge meetings and other social
gatherings. The annual picnic of the Grange held at the
Grove Hotel was an event looked forward to each
summer by villagers. Although the Grange’s Patrons of
Husbandry was a so-called secret society such as the
Masons and Odd Fellows, both men and women were
permitted to join.

There were other countywide organizations to help
the farmer along, such as the Albany County Farmers
League. Each year this group sponsored an institute at
which information was shared about the latest farming
practices. But as stated, no matter how much energy
farmers putinto bettering their conditions, occasionally
they found themselves troubled by the way they were
treated economically.In 1892, for example, theirlevel of
dissatisfaction ran high; they felt cheated, highly
overtaxed by county government. Indeed when the
Albany County Farmers League metat the Grove Hotel
inFebruary 1892,a good deal of the discussion revolved
around the possibility of dividing the county. The
proposal offered was to set the county towns off from
the city and that portion lying adjacent to the Hudson
River.

Of special note is that farmers of the Democratic,
Republican and Prohibitionist parties were all in
agreement about the proposal. However earnest their
proposaland however angry they were, as history tells,
the farmers never followed through with their threat.



“Then I was about 12 years old and
I used to do the cooking and I used to
bake and fix the meals so that when
they came home from work the supper
was ready and then she(my
mother)would do the laundry before
she went to work and it was my job to
hang it on the line-we didn't have
dryers, we had to hang them on the
line. At that time she did work in her
home, sewing. There used to be a lady
that brought material from the collar
factory and she used to make button
holes in the men’s collars and cuffs on
asewing machine-in her home she used
to do that.”
~—— Mabel Alkenbrack
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CHAPTER TWO

The Golden Era Begins

1. What's In A Name?

nce the railroad arrived, Voorheesville
did not emerge into a booming business
community overnight.! Indeed, the
railroad itself was not prepared for such
business right away. When the Albany and
Susquehanna’s first trains made their stops at the New
Scotland station during most of the road’s first year of
operation, there were only makeshift quarters to handle
the freight and passenger business. Along the tracks
stood little more than a well-built shanty to serve as
both passenger and freight station and to house the
traffic guard who was fondly called “Mother Glenn.”
Glenn’shusband Owen, anIrishimmigrant, also worked
on the railroad as a flagman for a number of years.
When he died in December 1888 at age 85, he was said
to have been the oldest settler in the village and was
fondly referred to as the mayor of Voorheesville.

Sometimein 1864 the Albany and Susquehanna began
to make provisions for a more permanent and realistic
depot. Anew combinationfreightand passenger station
was built. This station was suited well enough for both
passenger and freight traffic for a while but, by the
1880s, as thebusinessand agricultural productioninthe
area increased rapidly, the depot was rendered
practically useless. As noted earlier, just in the month of
January 1887, the grain merchants in the village had
shipped 30,000 bushels of wheat and rye and the apple
growers 30,000 bushels of apples. And the Cummings
Brothers had already begun to ship large amounts of
bluestone from the station. John Tygert, Frank
Bloomingdale, the Cummings Brothers, in addition to
the Terwilligers and Hiltons, among others who used
the railway for frequent shipping, would have made
their voices heard.

The West Shore listened. By early September 1889, it
had taken the lead and broken ground for a new depot.
The old station was not demolished but purchased by
the village hardwareman Thomas Bewsher for $128.
Bewsher dismantled the station and within weeks had
set it up elsewhere in the village to be used as a storage
shed for his hardware supplies.

Since both the A&S and WSRR companies were to
share the use of the new depot, they split the building
costs of the new station down the middle, each paying
$1,608.66. In the minds of some village residents this
was skimping, for while the frame of the new station
was being put up, they were heard murmuring that the
new building did not seem much larger than the one
Bewsher had carted away. Although it was ready for

23

use by 1890, the new depot was only a passenger
station. No separateaccommodationhad been made for
freight. It seems odd thata village doing Voorheesville’s
volume of business did not have a freight building, and
would not for over nine years. It's hard to imagine how
the freight washandled ina sanemanner.It'sno surprise
that the business community had developed great
fondness for Frank Coughtry, the general station agent.

Many considered the Voorheesville Depot with its little
cathedral spire to be among the most handsome along
either road. Standing in front of the depot is its crew of
1928 (I to 1): Phil Pettinger {(clerk); John Hodges
(telegrapher); and Arthur Wright (freight agent).

The close quarters in the depot got to be too much for
the business community. They began to complain once
again to therailroad. The complaints reached their peak
when in May 1897 a number of residents in the
community sent a petition to the West Shore pleading
for a storage building. West Shore officials finally
relented. By October they sent a team of surveyors out
to Voorheesville to look over the land adjacent to what
had become the Joslin Brothershardware store. Bewsher
had sold the hardware store to E. Dayton and Jesse
Joslinin 1890 and built a grocery store for himself at the
south end of the flatiron building. To the north of these
stores stood thenew freightbuilding ready for operation
in 1900.

Butin 1864, when Mrs. Glenn was stopping the horse
and wagon traffic with her hand signal while the trains
passed, the little stop of New Scotland on the Albany
and Susquehanna was becoming a focal point for a
farming community that had had little focus up to that



The Voorheesville freight house built in 1900 still stands
today.

time. Withinfouryears thelittlecommunity surrounding
theNew Scotland stop would becomean unincorporated
village with its own post office and be given the name
Voorheesville. Because the station stood at the junction
of the two rail companies, it was referred to by some as
Union Depot.

Inmany, if notmostof the generally accepted accounts
ofhow Voorheesville gotits name, asmall but persistent
mythology has developed, particularly with respect to
the identity of Alonzo B. Voorhees himself. Almost
invariably it hasbeenasserted that Voorhees came from
New York City, that he built the first home in the villa ge
and worked for the railroad as a lawyer, having been
sent to Voorheesville on some sort of official railroad
business. But no evidence is available to date to support
any part of that mythology.

For example, the only connection between Voorhees
and the railroad discovered to date is his acting in the
capacity of commissioner of deeds (basically today’s
notary public) for the Albany and Susquehanna. He had
certified the road’s year end report for the annual report
of the State Engineer and Surveyor of New York. All the
railroads in the state were required by law to detail their
annual expenditures, the improvements they made
during the year, even a listing of the accidents that
occurred along each part of the road.

Voorhees” work for the A&S wasdated September 30,
1859. His law office in the city of Albany was situated in
the vicinity of a number of Albany and Susquehanna
officials and he most certainly knew many if not all on
a personal basis. But withoutaccess to Voorhees’ledgers
it’s difficult to suggest that he acted legally for the
railroad other than in the above-mentioned instance.

Alonzo B. Voorhees was born in Cherry Valley in
1821. After being educated at Cherry Valley Academy
and Hartwick Seminary, he studied law at Lawyersville,
New York . He was admitted to the bar in 1848. Three
years later, the young attorney had moved to Albany
and began practicing law with Thomas J. Van Alstyne
on 83 State Street. He stayed there until 1855 when he
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opened hisownoffice. That sameyearhe was appointed
as justice to the Albany Justice’s Court, a position he
held for a number of years.

Voorhees was a staunch Republican all hislifeand on
more than one occasion he became involved in politics
in both elected and appointed capacities. In 1867, for
example, during a Republican national administration,
he was appointed Registrar of Bankruptcy for the U.S.
District Court, a position he held until his death on
August 28, 1893.

Perhaps it was only a coincidence but the same year
that Voorhees was appointed to the federal post, he
moved to New Scotland, into the house he had built on
the hill at the juncture of Main and Prospect Streets.
What induced Voorhees to move from the city at this
time is not known. The previous September he had
purchased from William H. Slingerland, a civil engineer
and John H. Sand, a surveyor, a five-acre parcel
southwest of the railroad. At that time he most likely
began building his new home. Voorhees’ house is not
listed on the Beers 1866 map so we know it did not exist
before that time.

Later Voorhees bought two additional acres from
Slingerland and Sand in April 1867, then nine more in
April 1868. These parcels came from the 50-acre tract
that Slingerland and Sand had bought near the junction
in 1866 from Peter Martin. Slingerland was quite familiar
with the area, having acted as surveyor for the Albany
and Susquehanna Railroad Company in 1851 when it
was originally planning where to lay its track. Fifteen
years later, after the two developers bought the 50-acre
parcel, they subdivided itinto 38 lots. Theselots, situated
on Main and High (Pleasant) Streets, comprised
Voorheesville's first subdivision. By the late 1880s, the
subdivision had already begun to take shape.

It is sometimes thought that Voorhees lived in the
village all his life, but he stayed just four years, from
1867 through 1870. During his final year of residency he
was selected to serve as the town'’s supervisor, on April
12,1870. While living in the provinces during those four
years, Voorhees continued to practice law in the city,
traveling back and forth to his office each day by train.
At that time he would have been one of the few regular
commuters, since the village was still mainly agricultural
and most people were still employed locally on farms
and in farm-related work. The City Directory of Albany
for 1871 lists Alonzo B. Voorhees removed to the city
and living at 13 Madison Place.

But that wasnot theend of Voorhees’ association with
the village. From time to time he would drive out by
horse and wagon to visit, sometimes staying for a short
vacation. In July 1885, for example, he came to the
village and stayed several weeks among the usual
summer guests. And in September1892, Voorhees along
with James Bentley, Robert Oliver and George
Addington, his political friends, drove out to the village
by horse and wagon to attend the farmer’s picnic. On
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The application for a post office which Voorhees filed with the LLS. Post Office Department. By filling in Voorheesville on

the top line, he named the village after himself.

another occasion he returned to the country to defend
Conrad Fryer in a three-way suit over the ownership of
furniture from the Grove Hotel.

When he first arrived in New Scotland in 1867,
Voorhees wasted no time inmaking application to Alex
W. Randall, Postmaster General, for a post office at the
New Scotland stop along the Albany and Susquehanna.
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Apparently nothing was done with the first application
because Voorheesapplied fora post officea second time
the following year, on February 1, 1868. In a postscript
toanoteaccompanying theapplication he alludes to the

earlier application:"By reference to the application in
the foregomg matter filed with you about one year
ago...



A William Swift letterhead from the Farlin days and a
letter postmarked ‘Farlin’ from the same period.

It is somewhat ironic, yet consistent with political
realities that Voorhees, arelativenewcomerand outsider
to New Scotland, would get to name the village after
himself. We know that to be the case for on the firstline
of the application for the post office, where it asks what
the new post office will be called, Voorhees in his own
hand filled in “Voorheesville”. Written in broad script
sideways in the left hand margin is “Who for P.M.??”
The response: “James A. Reid Jr.”

The new postmaster was son of James Reid who had
been the first supervisor of the town in 1833. The Reid
family had lived in New Scotland since the late 18th
century.? While they were basically farmers, at one
point they opened and ran a tavern next to where the
firehouse stands today. Later, about 1860 the Reids
turned the tavern into a general store where James Jr.
held his postmaster position until February 1874. At
that time Conrad Fryer, builder and owner of the Grove

Hotel, took his place. Incidentally, James Reid Sr., was
alsoamong those involved in setting up the early school
systemin the area in the early 1820s when New Scotland
was still part of Bethlehem. Some of the first meetings
on the organization of the new school were held at the
later-to-be supervisor’s house.

Inanote Voorhees attached to his second application,




he described the younger Reid as a “respectable man
and I believe all parties still agree that he should be
postmaster. There is no opposition to him by anybody.
Respectfully yours, A.B. Voorhees.” Beneath Voorhees’
postscript in another hand reads:“The Albany & Susq?
RR Co. has notice of this application and as President of
the Co. and personally I applaud the same. Dated Feb
6th 1868.” It was signed J.H. Ramsey, president of the
road. The postoffice began operation under the name of
Voorheesville the following week, on the 11th, and the

loosely formed association of farmersalong therailroad’

began to identify themselves with the new name of
Voorheesville.

Itisinteresting to speculate what influence Voorhees’
venture in naming a village after himself had on his
acquaintance, William Slingerland. Slingerland was
postmaster of the Normanskill Post Office in 1868 when
Voorhees applied for the Voorheesville office. Two
years later (1870) the Normanskill post office also
received a name change, going from Normanskill to
Slingerlands.

When Voorhees moved out of the village and was
back in the city abouta dozen years, this time living on
Lancaster Street, which was located in the 16th ward, he
was elected supervisor of that ward for a year. He
continued to practice law until 1893 when he entered
the Home for Aged Men on the Troy Road. He died
there on August 28. His obituary said he had been
“prominent in his profession” and thathe had “enjoyed
a large and lucrative practice.”

2. Farlin Who?
or a goodly number of towns situated
alongtherailroad in thelate 19th century,
it wasnotuncommon to find theirnames
changed, in some cases more than once.

Normanskill to Slingerlands is one example of such a

change as is Knowersville to Altamont.! The railroad

was so involved with federal politics that a renamed
post office was often the result of political influence.

Often enough these changes would result in a town’s

post office going by one name and the surrounding

community by another.

This was the case with Voorheesville for a two-year
period when its post office was changed to Farlin on
August 27, 1890. The village went by the name Farlin
until August 19, 1892, when it was changed once again
to Voorheesville. But during the two-year interim there
seemed to be some confusion on the part of some
residents as to how to refer to themselves. Were they a
Farlin post office and a Voorheesville village or an all
Farlin village ? Perhaps there was some resistance to the
new name for in some newspaper ads and on the
letterheads of several businessesitsays Farlin(formerly
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Voorheesville); others says Farlin Post Office and give
their address as Voorheesvilleand some otherslist only
Farlin, New York.

The Farlin in question is none other than Dudley
Farlinand in his case there is a clear connection with the
railroad? Farlin had a career with the railroad that
began as a clerkin the freight department with the Ohio
and Mississippiin 1859. Later he moved to the Delaware
and Hudson where he served as assistant freight agent
(1875 to 1885). In 1886 he was promoted to general
freight agent, a position he held for four years (1886-
1890). The naming of the village after him could have
been a reward for his long years of service.

What is ironic about the two individuals after whom
the village was named is that more is known about
Farlin than Voorhees. In many ways Farlin was the
more prominent of the two. Born in Warrensburg, New
York in 1835, Farlin proved to be both an avid
businessman and traveller. In 1866 between railroad
jobs, he travelled to California, then sailed to Oceania.
Hethenlived in Australia, New Zealand, Papua, Celebes
and other places for several years before returning to
the states in 1872. Upon his return he became a clerk in
the freight department with the New York and Oswego
Midland Railroad.

Wementioned the beginnings of hisrelationship with
the Delaware and Hudson in 1875. In 1882 his interests
turned to oil and later to electric. He was president and
principal stockholder of the Lima Oil Company which
he sold shortly before 1890 for $800,000. He also served
aspresident of the Edison Lightand Power Company of
Albany; The Norwich, N.Y. Illuminating Company; the
Cooperstown Electric Light Company; The Merchants
Oil Company; The Manhattan Oil Company and The
Albany Oil Company. It might be argued that these
were not major oil companies, but about 1890, the
Manhattan Oil Company produced nearly 4,000 barrels
of oil daily. It had 445 cars contracted and 375 on track,
owning 35,000 acres of oil territory.

Theyear beforeretiring from the D&H, Farlin traveled
to England, Scotland and Ireland. In the spring of 1890,
the same year as hisretirement, he was elected president
of the Young Men'’s association. Later, from 1892-1894,
he served as U.S. Forest Commissioner while still
residing in Albany. The following year he moved from
Albany to New York City. Farlin had lived in New
Scotland for a year (1876) and in Slingerlands for three,
but there is no evidence to suggest that he ever lived in
Voorheesville.

Just before his retirement from the railroad we see at
least two organizations bearing his name. The first was
in April 1889 when a certificate of incorporation was
filed for “The Dudley Farlin Camping Association.”
While Farlin himself was not one of the subscribers, the
group was set up for the purpose of “Social, Literary
and Athletic pursuits, Yachting, Hunting, Fishing, or
other lawful sporting purpose including an annual
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A section of the front page of the first edition, first number of The Farlin News-Letter. Listed below the name of the paperis
a reference to the two names the village went by: Farlin P.C. and Voorheesville Station,

camp gathering.” confusion of two identities. On the other hand, when it
Perhaps the formal association grew out of a group cameto spelling and writing out Voorheesvilleby hand,
thatbore Farlin’s name several years earlier. This group villagers must have pined away for the much shorter
wasinvolved inanevening trainexcursion to Altamont. Farlin.
In August 1887 the paper gave notice that “The Dudley Oneaddendum to the Farlin era. During the two-year
Farlin Association of Albany will give an evening period in which the village was officially called Farlin,
railroad excursion to Knowersville (Altamont) on an attempt had been made by a certain William “Bert”
Thursday evening, August 11th.” The train was to leave Reid to start a newspaper in the village. Reid, an
Albany at 7:45 p.m. and return from Knowersville at Albanian(not an apparent relative to the New Scotland
12:30 a.m. A round trip ticket for the evening's event Reids) had come into the village in mid-January 1892 to
sold for 85 cents. sce what the prospects werefor startinga printing office
As indicated, in August 1892, the name of the post and a newspaper. The prospects must have looked
office and village were changed back to Voorheesville. good because, by early February, Reid had leased the
Perhaps an aging Voorhees lobbied to have the village upper part of the Schell building for both printing and
restored to its original name, but more likely the switch editorial purposes. He had hired two men to work in the
wasdue to anadministrative change by the federal post office and a Miss Ferguson as a typesetter.
office. On April 14, 1892 the Postmaster General Reid announced that the name of his new paper was
Miscellaneous Order 48 directed the Fourth Assistant to be The Farlin News-Letter. The first issue of the four-
Postmaster General not to establish any post office page broadsheet came out on Saturday March 12, 1892.
whose proposed name differed from that of the town or Although the paper was modeled on the format of the
village in which it was located. Whenever possible the Altamont Enterprise and probably was intended to
name of the post office was to be the same as that of the compete withits senior, the upstart paper had an uphill
local railway station to avoid confusion and delay in the battle. The Enterprise had been in operation since July
mail.* 1884 and had built up a coterie of loyal subscribers.
Whatever the underlying reason for the change, those Consequently, the News-Letter had a struggle to gain
who lived in the village must have felt relief from the a modicum of readers. To boost its circulation and

ag
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foster community interest in the paper, the publisher
ranseveral contests. Inaddition to offering a prize to the
youngster who brought in the most subscribers, the
publisher also sponsored an essay contest in which a
dictionary was offered to the essayist who wrote most
colorfully about “Which teacher is most popular?”

After nine months of publication, however, the paper
collapsed and under somewhat strange circumstances.
The town constable had been called in to investigate
Reid. The pre-Christmas issue of the 1892 Enterprise
read: “No tidings have been heard from late editor of
News-Letter since his escape from Constable Wormer.”

After Reid’s disappearance from site, there was no
further mention of him in the Enterprise. In February
1893, John Ogsbury co-publisher of the Enterprise, drove
to Voorheesville and bought the type and office
equipment Reid left behind. As far is presently known,
there are only two extant copies of the Farlin News-
Letter®

Despite the changes in the name of the post office, it
grew and its services increased as the outlying areas of
the village became more populated. Beginning on July
1, 1901, rural delivery services were begun for those
outside the incorporated village and anyone 80 rods

from the post office. The mail would be delivered to
only those who had set up boxes along the old stage
route,

3. Hay and Straw Market

njJacobMarkle’sarticle onNew Scotland

in Howell and Tenney’s History of

Albany County, Markle provides a brief

description of each of the hamlets in the

townand a fairly complete business directory for each.!

If only the length of Markle’s descriptions is taken into

account, both New Salem and Clarksvillereceived twice

asmuch attention as Voorheesville. At this time the two

hamlets further south not only had larger populations

than Voorheesville but were more settled and more

well-rounded villages. In terms of population, New

Scotland had 47 families with 200inhabitants, Clarskville

78 families with 300 inhabitants and Voorheesville just
38 families with a population of 140.

And as far as businesses and available services went,

Clarksville had a bakery, probably the first in the town,

Voorheesville’s first separate post office building. It was purchased in Altamont in 1940 by Voorheesville resident Charles

Fields and moved to its Main Street location for $1,000.
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Jim Relyea, village blacksmtk for many wears with reighbor Mary Tork and brother Sammy’s dog Ne'lie (circa 1928).
Blacksmith shop was located on Grove Street to the south of Tork residence. Wher: Relyea left the village shortly after, he
was Voorheesville’s last blacksmith,

where Jacob Wright made his Wright's Celebrzted
Clarksville Bread. The hemlet also hed among its ocher
trades and businesses threzno'els, three stores ar.d wo
shoe shops in addition to an under:aker, a sure sign of
civilization! New Salem rad two hotels, a fruit
evaporator, a milliner and dressmakirg raoms in
addition to its core businesses and services.
Voorheesville, in turn, was listed as having tFree
blacksmiths, one wheelwrigtt shop, two stores, cne tin
and stove with general me-chandise, one hotel, a depot
and freight buildings.

The commodity that Voorteasvilie seemed -0 lag far
behind in was political clout It did r.ot seem to have the
same level of access to :cwn government the more
southern hamlets in the town enjoyed. As noted before,
there were fewer key offidals elected from the
Voorheesville area in part because gedgraphicaly
Voorheesville was out of the econom:c center, far from
the turnpike and plank road svstems situatec. furtaer
south.

What is odd, however, is tha: whon Amrasa Pa~ker's
Landmarks of Albany County was published atout &
dozen years later,> when Vcorheesville had outstripoed
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both hamle:s in nezrly every category of business and
social life, New Salem and Clarksvile still received
about as much atteation as Voorhees:1le did when it
came to length cf copy. But wtat is inferesting is that
when the content of the articles isexamined, agood part
of the material on Mew Salem and Clzrksville focused
on earlier times. Most of the information on
Voorheesvi'le was related to its then current activities
and curren: businesses. New Salem znd Clarksville
were alreaCy mvich less of what thev had been and
Voorheesviile had stretched far bayonc its earlier self.

It may be going -oo far to suggest that historically
Voorheesville had been the town’s forlorn sheep, but
what are we to mrake of Jacob Mark'e’s comment about
the village in th2 earlier of the two county histories
“With pleasant surroundings and oth2r inducements,
the place is rapicly improving.”.

To meet -he 1886 publication catz for the earlier
county history, Markle probably had his village
inventories done by "84. At this time Voorheesville was
already showing significant increeses in population.
The Rand, McNally and Co. Business Altas of 1880
listed the pcpulasion of the village at 5C inhabitants, If
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we can take this figure and the figure provided by
Markle at face value, what we see is a village nearly
tripling in population within a five year period. A
visitor walking down the streets of the village would
see some real life signs of that growth for Main Street
was just beginning to take shape as a main street.

To provide some grounding for Markle’s list of
village enterprises in 1886, we can connect Frank Kaiser
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with the wheelwright mentioned. Charles Van Slyke,
David Relyea and James Relyea were the three
blacksmiths. The Relyea family, which had come to the
New Scotland-Guilderland area from Ulster County in
the late 18th century, had been blacksmiths for
generations. Various members of the family took up
this trade to serve the community well into the 20th
century.

The single hotel referred to was the Grove that had
been built about a decade earlier by Conrad Fryer.
Thomas Bewsher wasthe tinsmith. Heran the hardware
store at the end of Main Street near the depot which he
began in 1880. Peter Hart was the village shoemaker at
the time and Abram LaGrange ran one of the two
grocery stores having begun his business about 1877.
William S. Swift ran the other grocery store, having
started that business in the Spring of 1880 when he
moved to Voorheesville. He also served as post master
at that time.

Anyone fromthe Voorheesvillearea reading Markle’s
comments on the village at this time is likely to find
them somewhat disappointing. They center mostly on
the railroads’ history and the rest is little more than a
laundry list of businesses and select influential
citizens.What Markle failed to mention, for example,
was that Slingerland and Sand had already begun to sell
lots from their 38 lot subdivision in the center of the
village, 19 situated on Main Street, the other 19 on
Pleasant Street. Moreover,he offers no real indication of
what the railroad’s influence on the village had been up
to this point. He fails to mention that by 1870 there were
over two dozen residents in the village who worked for
therailroad under section foreman Casper Louer. Six of
these workers lived with Louer, three of whom were his
sons.

In fact, Louer wasamong the first to buy a building lot
from the two developers. On April 1, 1874 he bought
lots one, two and three going down Main Street
beginning at the corner of Main and Center. Peter
Martin, who had sold the subdivision parcel to the two
developers years earlier, bought the next two lots down
the street. By the early 1890s William Swift would own
orhavehad inhispossessionatone timeclose toadozen
of these lots. Some he bought to sell, others he used to
build his various businessenterprises such ashissecond
grocery store later taken over by John Wands. Indeed,
as lots from the subdivision were sold and built upon,
the appearance of the village began to take on more of
atownlikequality. And theimpetus behind thelook? Of
course, the railroad.

From a business standpoint Slingerland and Sand’s
speculative enterprise was right on the money. By the
mid 1880s the Voorheesville station was becoming a
central shipping place for the agricultural products of
farmers not only in New Scotland but in neighboring
Knox, Berne and Guilderland as well. Farmers from
these parts who were large producers of hay and straw



Frazee and Company hay and straw barn which Frank Bloomingdale and partner Jacob Hallenbeck bought in 1888.

and grains, now had an cfficient means to get their
bulky produce to markets in Albany, Brooklyn and
New York City.In 1854, for example, the town produced
5,000 tons of hay, in 1865 the tonnage had grown to
11,331 1/2 tons, a number that remained steady right
into the period being discussed.

In the early 1880s John Tygert had been the principal
hay and straw merchant in the village. But that singular
position wasnot to last for long, for in the fall of 1885 the
firm of Hallenbeck and Bloomingdale, hay and straw
merchants from Guilderland Station since 1875, moved
their growing business to Voorheesville. Almost
immediately they began to employ a dozen men.
Business boomed for the two partners so that toward
the end of 1887, Hallenbeck and Bloomingdale had
bought out both the business and buildings of John
Tygert. Tygert, whohad also operated a lumberbusiness
with partner William Swift at this time, was cutting
back on his business ventures altogether. By the end of
March 1888 he had already sold out his lumber interest
to Swift.

Swift's purchase of the lumber business from Tygert
was another among many indications that the
individualswhowereto play a significantroleinmoving

32

the village toward its golden age, were taking their
positions. Two months earlier Frank Bloomingdale had
bought outhis partner Jacob Hallenbeck and during the
following fall bought out the hay barn and business of
a certain Mr. Frazee. He had become the principal hay
and straw merchant in the village. There would be
minor competitors from time to time as in February
1895 when Teunis Quackenbush and John H. Shafer
started a hay business. But in Voorheesville, for over
three decades, Bloomingdale was hay and straw.

It should be noted that John Tygert's abilities as a hay
and straw man were not to go untapped for long. In
February 1891 he left for New York City, having been
hired by the hay firm of Bloomingdale and Volkamer.
The Bloomingdale in question was one of Frank’s two
brothers who were also in the hay and straw business.
Charles A. and William S. Bloomingdale were ranked
among the largest commission merchants in hay and
straw in Brooklyn at the time.

Frank Bloomingdale’s hay and straw business
increased each year so that it soon became one of the
largest, if not the largest, hay and straw business in
Albany County. At its peak, Bloomingdale’s shipped
between 6,000 and 10,000 tons of hay to New York and
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Frank Bloomingdale standing at head of team in front of business (pre 1914). Today the store is Crannell’s Lumber and Feed
on Main Street, The sign reads:
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Brooklyn and other principal markets each year. In the
year between October 1887 and October 1888, for
example, Bloomingdale shipped 500 carloads of hay
and straw to various markets. That means he was
shipping, on average, nearly a carload and a half each
day. During most of this time Bloomingdale continued
toemploy a good dozenmen to cutand presshay. In the
fall of 1898, business had become so good that he set up
anelectricplantin hishay barn to keep his crew working
both day an night, which meant until about 10 in the
evening.

Bloomingdale’s machinery for cutting and pressing
hay was the state of the art for the time. His E.W. Ross
and Co. hay cutter could chop up to 30 tons a day and
his Columbia hay press, that turned out two bales to
each pressing, could handle between 25 and 30 tons a
day. Sometimes the baler was stretched to its limit.The
hay was pressed ina 30X 60 foot hay pressbuilding that
was also used for milling grain. The building stood on
22 foot posts that were covered from top to bottom with
steel sheeting.

The milling department of Bloomingdale’s business
was equipped with a Munson Bros. of Utica steel mill
which had a capacity of grinding 100 bushels an hour.
This machine was driven by a 40 HP engine and a 50 HP
boiler. Bloomingdale’s mill products were said to have
been unsurpassed for excellence anywhere. Some years
he even grew the rye he milled. In the fall of 1902,
Bloomingdale had harvested 400 bushels of rye from a
planting in the fields on the north side of the D&H
tracks, between the tracks and North Main Street.

Clearly, for Frank Bloomingdale, the railroad was his
ticket toward a resourceful living. Butin some ways the
tracks were a mixed blessing for the future mayor.
While the tracks provided him with his bread and
butter, they also brought great misery. On more than
oneoccasion the sparks from passing locomotiveswould
touch off a barn and as many as 60 tons of hay would
literally go up in smoke in an evening. On other
occasions, tramps, brought into town by the trains,
would start fires in or near his barns when attempting
to cook and heat themselves. On several windy nights
these fires also spelled doom for the seasoned merchant.

Over the years Bloomingdale suffered losses of
differing amounts in over a dozen fires. In 1888 he lost
60 tons to a blaze in the hay barn he had recently bought
from John Tygert. In January of 1897 he lost not only
another 60 tons of hay to fire but all his machinery for
pressing as well. The loss of this fire was estimated at
$3,000. Fortunately at the time, Bloomingdale had his
materials insured with Lloyd’s and Co and was able to
recuperate a good part of his losses. For the 100 men
who showed up thatJanuary night pailsin hand to fight
the fire, their only recourse was to stand and watch the
barn and machinery blaze its way out.

Cold weather could also a destructive force for
Bloomingdaleas machinesin the not thoroughly heated
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Ad from February 1898 Enterprise

barns would fall prey to frigid temperatures and fly to
pieces. In January 1886, only several months after
Bloomingdale had moved to the village with his partner
Hallenbeck, their hay presses flew apart from the cold
onaTuesday morning. By the following Monday Tygert
and Fuller’s had broken down as well and little hay was
seenshipped from the depot until parts were gottenand
repairs made.

It might seem odd to hear that the hay presses were in
service at all during the winter season, but it was on the
snow covered roads th.at farmers had the easiest time
transporting their heavy loads of produce. The smooth
roads made easy pulling for the horses and abundant



Wanted Hay & Straw

of yours Mr. Farmer delivered at your
nearest Raiiroad Station.

Highest Market Price Paid.

Badn't you better come and see me before
selling elsewhere.

Schuyler Crounse, Voorheesville.

Newspaper ad {or 1909

work for the hay dealers. On some winter days, once
sleighing was good, farmers brought in 50 to 70loads of
hay each day until the surplus from their barns was
sold.

Attached to Bloomingdale’s mainstore building were
scales(a Fairbanks Standard)for weighing both horse
and wagon when they camein. The farmer would drive
his horse and loaded wagon onto the scales and be
weighed, unload the produce and then on his way out
be weighed again-this time wagon empty. The 24 foot
scale platform was said to be the largest in the county at
the time.

When it came to business matters, Bloomingdale was
notonly energeticbutinventive.Inadditiontomarketing
hay and straw, he engaged in a variety of business
enterprises. As in the case of a number of other
businessmen in the village he speculated from time to
time. When he was able to buy a carload of some goods
or materials at a good price, he was quick to let village
residents know what he had to sell. This might include
aload of hickory wood,apples, horses, coal and alfalfa.
His deals, however, were not always cut with an eye
towards profits. In mid December 1902, he purchased
30 tons of coal from a crippled car that had reached the
station and distributed it to those who were ‘needy’.

Bloomingdale was forever expanding his business
interests. In January 1896, he began operation of a saw
mill which proved successful immediately. He was also
an inventor of sorts. In late February 1905 he installed
machinery on his premises for manufacturing a dump
wagonfor whichhehadreceived a patent. Lewis Becker,
a wagon maker from Rensselaer, was hired as foreman
tooversee the operations. Toward theend of the century
Bloomingdale also ran a foundry for a period of time.
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And in the back of the store along the tracks was alarze
coal pocket from which he sold the celebrated D&H
coal. Bloomingdale had built the pocket in 1911, tae
third such pocket in the village. A side track ran to the
pocket for easy delivery.

Itshould beadded here thatas the exclusive dealer for
McCormick farm machinery, Bloomingdale was the
quintessential salesperson. When a new and innovative
piece of machinery came in, he would let farmers know
thathe would be givinga demonstration of themachine’s
abilities at one of the area farms. It was not uncommon
on such occasions for Bloomingdale to sell as many as
two dozen McCormick mowing machines in an



afternoon. In the spring, when a new line of machinery
arrived, he might advertise a free clam bake at his office
ona Saturday afternoon. Farmers needing a break after
the week’s work, would come in to the village, enjoy a
picnic while looking at the new line of equipment.

While Bloomingdale was theboss of his various crews,
he did not maintain the kind of distance so often typical
of worker-boss relationships. From time to time, he
would sponsor an oyster dinner for his workers at one
of the meat markets. After work he and his crew of
workerswould dine, have some laughs and after dinner
enjoy a good cigar with an after dinner drink.

As we will see in the chapter on government and
incorporation, the hay and straw merchant was the first
elected president(mayor) of the village. Before that he
had held various other appointed and elected political
positions. In 1885 he served as Constable for a time and
intheNovember 1894 election he won the assembly seat
for the First Assembly District of Albany County after
an unsuccessful attempt the year before. In 1894 he
finally defeated Democrat George Kelly by a 4,491 to
1,036 margin(the Prohibition candidate Henry Baxter
receiving 159 votes). He was reelected in 1895 only to
lose to Kelly the following year. During the 1895
assembly he served as a member of committees on
railroads, agriculture and Indian Affairs.

During his tenure in state government, he is said to
havewritten the bill that released property to the city of
Albany administration to build Lincoln Park in the
southeast part of the city. After suffering for several
years from an illness that forced him to retire from
business, he died in January 1933 at the age of 80. In the
decade before and after the turn of the century,
Bloomingdale had thelargestamountof taxable property
in the village and was considered to be one of the
wealthiest, if not the wealthiest, personin Voorheesville.

4. A Mill and Apple Cider Town
hen summer began the year Howell
and Tenney’s county history came out,
Voorheesville, like many small farming
communities, had an unemployment

problemonitshands. Themechanization of farm chores

through industrial age machinery had enabled farmers
to get more work done with increasingly fewer hands.

One result was that many local residents who hired

themselves out as laborers were able to find onaverage

only two days work a week. Enough of these workers
could be found lounging about the village day after day
with little else to do but gossip and drink. The hot
summer sun must have made the days seem even
longer than they were.

In communities that were not blessed with new
businesses brought by the railroad, those without work
tended to migrate to the cities. But for Voorheesville
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Flagstone quarry in Reidsville, New York. This is most
likely the quarry mined by the Cummings Brothers, John
Flagler, Hiram Brate and Fred Conger after forming their
stock company.

and other communities where the railroad began to
generate business, new jobs emerged so that many
workers wereable to find new kindsof work. Itis worth
noting, therefore, that by 1893, the employment picture
had changed totally in the village. Everyone in the
village willingand able to work was gainfully employed.
InJuly, the paper reported that harvest help was scarce.

The availability of work was due directly to the new
businesses that were being generated in the village. We
already mentioned that Frank Bloomingdale had picked
up over a dozen men by 1886 to help him in his various
ventures. Moreover there was the new subdivision on
Main and High Streets being built, as well as a new
church (Presbyterian); there was an increase in the
number of houses elsewhere as well as new stores. In
1886 William Swift had sold his grocery store on Main

A NEW FEED STORE

. \ A%
AT VOORHEESVILLE.
We have recently opened the store lately occupied by
J. B. Lloyd & Son, at Voorheesville, with a full line of E'Iour,
Feed and Grain which we will retail &t Wholesale
Prices. Below we give you a list of our prices :
Corn, 50c per bushel Ground Corn snd oate, $1.00
Oats, 40c per bushel per ewt
Corn Meal, $1.00 per cwt Urban’s Best Flour, $4.25 per
Best White Middlings, $2.00@ hbl
per sack of -00 pounds Urbun's Red River Queen. $4
Fine Bran, $1.90 per sack 200 @ per bbl.
pounds A good family flour, $3.50 p. b,

Every Buarrel of Flour warranted to give perfect sstisfaction or money refunded

Your Patronage Solicited.

Cummings Brothers, Yeorheesvijery,

Flag stone, eurbing and cross wnlks furnished and laid. Al orders
will receive prompt attention.

John and James Cummings opened their feed mill in early
1895. Their stone business had been in operation in the
village for nearly a decade.



Oscar Vunck (in straw hat) with crew in front of feed mill on Main Strect which he bought from Jolhn and James Cunimings
in the first decade of the century.



NEW YORK STATE CIDER AND CIDER VINEGAR WORKS.

BURTON & CORY,

Office and Warehouse, 78 CGreen Street, ALBANY, N.Y.
PEIIFRIZTCORS OF

ITHE B. & C. BRANDS OF CIDERS.

P'ure Unfermented Cider, Pure Sparkling Cider, Pure Old Cider, Pippin Cider
l bottles, Boiled Cider, Cider Jeliy.

Proprietors of BURTON’S CIDER VINEG AR, Established 1838,

EsTantiones 1838, InconromaTen 1890,

|
BURTON & CORY CIDER AND VINEGAR CO. |

OFFICE AND WAREMOUSE, | iMILLS AT FARLIN, N. Y. |
78 GREEN BT., ALBANY, N.Y. FORMEALY VOORHEESVILLE. |

MAKERS OF SWEET AND REFINED CIDER,

EOILED CIXOIER.,

PURE CIDER VINEGAR.

Top ad from Albany City Directory for 1890; bottom ad
from the following year after Burton and Cory opened
their cider mill in Farlin (formerly Voorheesville) N.Y.

Street to William Matthias of New Salem and by the
following summer was putting up a new store two
doors further south. The masons and carpenters and
laborersin the villagehad asmuch work asthey wanted.

There were other indications of growth as well. In
August 1885 a derrick had been erected at the junction
of the two railroads for unloading blue stone that
quarrymen John and James Cummings hauled by horse
and wagon from Reidsville! Within a decade James
Cummings had moved into the village from Reidsville
and shortly afterward his brother John moved there
from Albany.? Part of the reason for the move was to
better oversee their stone business as well as the feed
mill they had built on Main Street in 1894. In early 1895
their grain and feed business was flourishing and by
May of the same year they had formed a stock company
to sell bluestone that wasbeing shipped from the station.
The three other principals in the company were John
Flagler, Hiram Brate and Fred Conger.

Notonly did business venturessuchas thoseinitiated
by the Cummings brothers provide steady work but
they infused the village with a sense of enthusiasm and
hope. A new business was cause for celebration for
everyone. When the two quarrymen opened their feed
mill on Main Street (later the site of Oscar then his son
George Vunck’s mill), they held a grand social at which
the Voorheesville band played from its repertoire. The
kind of work the two brothers were engaged in hardly
allowed for pretense. As the paper made special note of
the event, it was for all, “elite and otherwise.”

But before the Cummings Brothers had settled in,
another business was started in the village that was to
have an impact on village economy for over a half
century. That was the cider mill that Burton and Cory
began to erect in 1890. In June of that year Charles H.
Burton and A. Elmer Cory of Albany purchased from
Conrad Fryer three acres of land on the north side of the
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Dé&Htracks(thecorner of GroveStreetand Voorheesville
Avenue). The land was part of a parcel that villagers
referred to as the “gravel pit” because it was used as a
source of gravel. Fryer probably sold loads of the gravel
to the town for use on the roads.

When Fryer sold the land to the two cider makers, he
was careful to include in the deed certain restrictions
that would protect the interests of his hotel on the
adjoining parcel. Two of the stipulations were that the
land in question never be used to build or run a hotel or
asaloon and that spirituous drinks never be sold on the
property.

Burton and Cory has no intention of doing so. They
werecider and vinegar men. At the time of the purchase,
Burton had been owner of a cider and vinegar
manufacturing plant at 78 Green Street in Albany for
more thana decade. Hehad bought the businessin 1882
which had been started in 1839 by Francis Vail. It was
considered to be not only the oldest but at the time the
best manufacturing plant in the state.

The two cider men wasted no time in achieving their
goals. By mid-July a switch was being put in to connect
the mill with the main track. The switch, which ran in
front of the Grove Hotel in an easterly direction to the
end of Grove Street, was later to become the source of
conflict between the Fryers (Conrad and his two sons
Ira and Harrison) and the cider makers. Regardless, by
the end of the month, the masons had finished their 40
X 100 foot cellar walls and by mid-August nearly 20
carpenters were at work framing the building. At the
end of the month, the building was being painted by
Flockton and Radley and the new 60 hp engine and
machinery were being installed. In the third week of
September Burton and Cory celebrated their opening
with a grand “hop” to which all the villagers were
invited. It was a time of celebration not only for the two
cidermen but once again for the whole village. The
presence of the mill was another indication that
Voorheesville was turning into a mini industrial-
manufacturing metropolis.

The week thebuilding was completed anad appeared
in the Enterprise informing apple growers that Burton
and Cory were looking for apples and would pay
between $2 and $2.50 a barrel. To facilitate delivery,
they announced they had set up outlets in Altamont,
Fullers Station and Quaker Street where orchardists
could drop off their produce. Initsfirst week of operation
the mill was making 9,000 gallons of cider a day. By
early December all the available apples had been
processed and the business was closed for the season.
The village’s latest venture was considered a grand
success.

During the winter Burton and Cory realized just how
much of a success, because in April of the following year
(1891), they began grading for an addition. This would
include several tanks, each holding 1,000 barrels of
cider. On the first of October A. Elmer Cory with four
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VOORNEESYILE N.Y. wois-h

The Empire Cider and Vinegcr Works.

Albany investors formed a corporatizn and the Empir2
Cider and Vinegar Company wes born.? Saortly
afterwards the new stock company bought Charles
Burton out.

Dur ng thz mill’s second scason, production had
pickec up consideratly. Conisecuent.v Cory decided to
keepthe mill opennights availing hir-self of the electric
lightjets tha:had beer.installzd the praviousSeptcmber.
Workers cor1ld be found peeline and grinding until a:
least 13 p.rr. some having startcd eer’y that morning.
During this sacond y=ar of cperatior, 20,000 bar-els o’
app -es were “eceived by themill giv.~garea farmersa
continuing &nd extraordinary b>utlet for their cider
app.es.

In zeneral, during its carliest years, the mill stayec
openferabout70days. Grincing would begin abeut the
third week in Septerrber onze Cory -ad advertised ir.
the paper tha- he was looking fcr apples. Area fa-mers
would begin making their collectior.s of cider apples
imureciately and ther. haul them: to themill. Usually by
the trird week inNovember *he tanks were full and the
deors dosed for the season. Thisschedule would change
several decades later when Duffv-Mott kept the
operetion geing year arounc.

Each new zeason witnessed & gracual increzse in

procuction so that 2y 1900 ove: 3,((0 tushels were
being ground daily, the machines grindirg the -ull 70
daye of the season. Because of the :ncreased rate of
production, there werenotencugh oca Iy grownapples
tc stpply the mill. By 1903 ard 1304 iz became more
comirontosee10to 15 carloadsof app es being shipped
infromsurrounding areas. Hcwever, toward the 2nd of
the century prices raid for cider applas had dipped
cens.cerably. In 1897, the cider mill wes paying 40 cents
a oarrel and in 1899, 25 cents a barrel. Ir. 1902 the price
was still at 25 cents a barrel.

In1899anew dimensionwas addzd to theplant asthe
Empire Cider ar.d Vinegar Company pressed its first
carload of grapes and began producir.g grape juice.
Expansion continued as an evaporator was adced in
1503 and in 190¢ forndations werz laid for five large
tanksto stere the freshly processec drinx. Thisdelicious
ncctar young school children swould sto» to sample on
their way home in tae afternoor. Artaur Gregg tells
hcw 0n mere than one occasion he anc is schoolmates
would imbibe more than thzir little systems zould
to_erate, forcing them to make speedy forays inwo the
brush on their way home.

By the early 1900s the plant saw new ownership in a
Mr. Duffy ¢f the Ame-ican Fruitard Preduce Comipany



In the early 1900= Duffy fraom the American Fruit and Produce Company bought the cider mill. The production of grape juice
became a specialty.

and also of malt whiskey fame. For Duffy the
Voorheesville plant was one of about 20 he owned and
operated. Needless to say, the new owner was less than
impressed with his first visit to the plart in 1903. While
he and the overseer of the plant, Mr. Bigelow, were
walking through in December, two cf the plant’s 50)-
gallon tanks toppled overand sent 1,000 gallons of cic 2r
flushing everywhichway.

Although the plant continued to prosper, by 1914 it
was puton the market. However, it did not sell for three
years which explains why an advertisament for the rr-11
was not included in the Voorheesville Athle:ic
Association’s field program for September 1915. Ey
June 1917, themill’s new owners werethe Empire Cider
and Vinegar Company of Rochester. After that the plant
would be known as the Duffy-Mott Company.

Shortly before the plant was sold, the-e wasanincident
that was to bring the Voorheesville Hose Co. No. 1
rushing to the rescue. The story is worth tel.ing for what
it says about the tenor of the war period. Just before
being sold in May 1917, the plant had been set ablaze
one night causing over $1,000 in damages. There wzs
strong suspicion that the fire was the work of an arsonist.
Justbefore the fire was set in the idle plant, rumors were
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bandicd abort that the mill was going to be bought by
afirm who would turn itinto a munitions factory. When
the “irc wasdiscovered, villagers considered it the work
of German sympathizers.

There was some evidence to support the claim that
the “re was started by an arsonist for, after the firemen
had put the b.aze out, they noticed a quantity of waste
in tne rear o the building that had been soaked in
kerosene Thew also saw automobile tracks impressed in
the Zeld nearby indicating a hasty departure. Window
panas has been broken on the north side of the building
where the fire was started and there was an empty
matchboxnezrthe oil-soaked waste. Residentsreported
to the euthorities that earlier in the evening they heard
a machine driven toward Albany on a seldom-used
road tc State Road to Albany. But nothing further was
heard of the incident.

When the Cuffy-Mott plant in Goshen burned down
in July 1918, any machinery that the company could
salvage from the Orange County plant was brought up
to Voorheesville. The Voorheesville plant was enlarged
onceagainmakingitoneof thelargestciderand vinegar
plants in the Northeast.By 1950 the Duffy-Mott plant
was ermploying over 200 people on a regular basis,



The front of the Joslin Brothers Hardware Store at the
foot of Main Street about 1917-1918. Parlor stoves in the
window. The window glass was insured by the two
hardwaremen,

using as many as 30 million pounds of apples a year as
well as several carloads of prunes. The Voorheesville
plant is said to have produced the first commercial
bottle of prune juice east of the Rockies. The mill also
produced cider vinegar, applesauce, evaporated apples,
jellies, jams and marmalade.

Butin 1956, after 65 yearsof near continuous operation
themill closed, the property sold to Kenneth Warren. In
1957 the name Duffy-Mott is no longer found on the
village tax rolls. The loss of the mill at that time wasan
another indication that the golden age that the railroad
had wrought over a half century earlier, was on the
wane.

5. Quality Cider Up The Road
hen Voorheesville is described as a
W thereferenceisalwaysmade to Duffy-
Mott or to its predecessor the Empire
cider maker a best-kept secret. Long before Burton and
Cory came to Voorheesville to purchase land for their
brother, Andrew, had been running a prosperous cider
mill on Voorheesville Averue on the village side of

cider production community of note,
Cider and Vinegar Works, thereby keeping its finest
Voorheesville plant, William H. Ferguson and his
State Farm Road. Except that State Farm Road did not

W, H. FERGUSON & BROS.,
Makers of Sweet Cider, Refined Cider, Sparkling Baldwin Cider,
SOUND REFINED CIDER A SPECIALTY,
WHITE WINE FINEGAR AND CIDER VINEGAR.
DEALERE JR REW AND SECOND-KAND BARRELS,

DE¥YOT, 681 OUAY STREET, ALBANY, 6 N. Y.
MILL AT VOORHEESVILLE, N. Y.

Also,

Ferguson Brothers ad from 1883 Albany City Directory
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CIDER|

Farmers can exchange their
cider appies at our mill for good
Old Cider Vieegar, wHICH #ILL
KEEP PICKLES, or for 7 gals. of
new cider for a barrel of apples.
Or they can have their apples
made up separately by paying
2 cts. per gal. and receive all the
cider their apples will make.

FERGUSON BROS.
At the Old Mill.

Ferguson Brothers ad from 1892 Enterprise.

exist at that time.

The Ferguson family had owned the farm since 1812
when Lott Ferguson moved from the Black Creek area
of New Scotland after an unsuccessful farming attempt
there. On their new farm the Fergusons first raised
principally grains and stock. But sometime before the
end of the Civil War, cider and vinegar became their
principal products. Business prospered for the brothers
because in 1865 Williamand Andrew erected anew mill
equipped with more efficient equipment, especially
large wooden smashers. In fact the two brothers were
forever updating their cider making technology. Again
between 1881 and 1882 they revamped their mill. Inside
the new 52 X 54 foot structure they had set up a 16 hp
enginetorun thelatestinimproved grindersand presses.
The new equipment must have enabled them to raise
their level of production considerably for in 1883 an ad
appeared in the Albany City Directory for the Ferguson
Brothersas producers of cider and vinegar. Their Albany
addressislisted as61 Quay Streetand their productsare
listed as cider, vinegar and dealers in new and second
hand barrels. In the directory for the following year
their business ad reads sweet cider, refined cider and
sparkling Baldwin cider.

While the cidermadeby the Empire Ciderand Vinegar
Company was said to be of the highest quality, the
products of the Ferguson Brothers seem to have been of
awholeother order. The Fergusons were so confident of
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Crwerview of Voorheesville from High (Pleasant) Streel, Bewsher's Grocery to far left, Bloomingdale's to left center, Vunck’s
feed mill to right, cider mill in backgroumd, Notize water tower on cther side of tracks from Vunck's,

the quality of their cider that -hey no:only so’d itlocally
but traveled to a number of stat2fairsto sell it. Inthe late
1880s they traveled to New Jerscy and Maryland
introducing fairgoers to Vocrteesv:lie’s best rectar.

The level of the quality cf the Ferguson cider and
vinegar products can be attributed not only to William
Ferguson’s knowledge of cultivating good cider apples
but also to his studious grasp of th2 cider making
process. For 12 years he had been an zvid student of
chemicstry, particularly the chemical znharge of cider
when it passes from juice to finished cicer or vinegar. In
fact, William wasregarded as somewhat of an experton
the process, hisad vice frequently sough:by cider makers
throughout the state.

William also wrote in a variety of journals on the
subject and himself invented severa. improvements for
the cider making process. Frcm 1882to 1391 & good deal
of his time was spent on the road sellirg ard erecting
vinegar machines. Whenever the Albany County
Farmer’s Institute had a tooi relzted to his area of
expertise, the farmers were proud to have William asa
speaker. At one of the anrual insttutes held in
Voorheesville in February 189&, Ferguscn was _isted on

42

the program to speak on the care of fruit trees

“he Fergusons were also gifted pomologists. In
addition to raising and selling apple, pear, peacl and
Japan plum seedlings from their farm, thev also sold
sp-ays to cortrol disease and pests and offered expert
advice to orcnardists on the control of harmful pes:s. At
the 189z State ~air, William received first orize for a
marketing display of his apples in addition to first
prizes for 10 varjeties and blue ribbons Zor Swars,
Canada Reds, Oxnobles, Willow Twigs ard York
Pippins

Inthe 1880s the two brothers builta box factory which
reportedly used several thousand feet of lumber
annually. In -he fall of 1894 they introduced a fruit
evzporetor into their business, allowing thera to sell
large quantities of their products to custome-s in
Gemmary and France. In 1895, Oscar Ferguscn, another
brcther, added o thefamily business by building a grist
mill. Grains were milled on and sold from the farm. In
season thefami_y employed about 20 people:n-he zider
preduction process, cutting about 150 barrels of apples
per day.

The Farguson farm was the next farm east of Ccnrad



V. B. MEAD

MEADALE FARMS 1

HOME OF FINE MELONS

VOORHEESVILLE, N. Y.

Vites Mead ad in 1915. Mead purchased the Ferguson
family farm in 1913 and kept up the tradition of
horticulture.

Fryer’s.It’sunknownhow cordial a relationship existed
between the two farming families but we do know that
inMay 1890 the Fergusons had asked Fryer to purchase
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three acres of land along the D&H tracks, the same
parcel of land that Burton and Cory were to buy the
following month. Whether anything inamicable
occurred between the two Voorheesville farmers is
unknown but Fryer chose to sell the land to Burton and
Cory, thus giving Voorheesville two cider-making
plants.

While William attended to the more inventive and
scholarlyaspects of the cidermaking business, hisbrother
Andrew attended to the marketing of the product for
over 40 years, from about 1875 until shortly before his
death in December 1916. William died in January 1912.
In 1913 Vites Mead bought the much renowned farm
and continued asan orchardist, himself planting several
hundred pear and cherry trees. After the farm was sold,
Mrs. Mattie Ferguson and her family moved into the
HarrisHouse where Mrs. Ferguson conducted thehotel’s
restaurant business for a time.



“Up here across from Marie
Abelman’s there were 45 acres—a man
by the name of Frank Alvey plowed it
one fall with three horses and a riding
plow all by himself. I used to hook up
four horses all by myself on a three
section harrow side by side and harrow
with them all day—6 o'clock in the
morning until 6 at night.”

— Abram Furman
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CHAPTER THREE

An Enterprising Business Community

1. Cooperative Ventures
s Voorheesville began to take shape asa
business community, the village began
to develop a collective image of itself as
a community on the move. Many
villagers considered their Voorheesville to be the latest
version of the cat’s enterprising meow. Anything was
possible. Indeed from time to time the village
correspondent for the newspaper would reflect this
attitude, waxing eloquent about the strides the village
had already taken, begging the question whether there
could ever be a limit to such growth.

What is interesting to observe is that this collective
image was not puffery; it translated itself into collective
action. When opportunities for new business ventures
did arise, the community’s business leaders huddled
together to form corporationsand mini stock companies
and try the new venture cooperatively. Examples of

these joint ventures can be found in the canning factory
that was established, a cigar manufacturing venture, a
shirt factory, the village’s first foundry and a savings
and loan association. The ventures were not always
successful economically but their existence reflects the
high energy level and intense attitude of many who
lived in the village during this era.

2. A Canning Factory
ince a stamping process to make tin cans
cheaply had been invented in 1847, the
sale of canned foods in the U. S. grew
rapidly. By 1870 about 30 million cans of
food were being sold annually. The canning process

Even as Voorheesville grew into a bustling business community, thevillage still maintained a quict rural quality as is evident
from this view down Main Street. Thomas Bewsher’s house is to the right with picket fence.
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The canning factory, as other businesses, was dependent
on the depot crew o move things along efficiently.
Pictu-ed here the depot crew from 1930 (I to 1); Phil
Pettirger (clerk), Jokn Hodges (telegrapher) and Arthur
Wright (freight agent).

hadbezomeamajorindustry. Perhapsit was knowledge
of this trend that inflienced a number of Voorheesville
citizens in the summer of 1896 to think about starting a
canning factory in the village. These thoughts were
turned into action on Wednesday, October 13 when a
numbe= of village brsinessmen gathered at the Harris
House to talk about the feasibility of starting such a
factory “hose who showed up thought it a great idea.
However, they decided that before such an operation
could become a reality, at least $5,000 in stock
subscr: otions would be needed.

The folowing week a second meeting was held. At
this mze:zing it was reported that $2,500 had already
been s.Tscribed. Th:s news increased enthusiasm for
the pro-ect to the point that a decision was made to go
full stezm ahead. Within two weeks a parcel of land for
the fac:ory was purchased from Garry Hotaling and by
the middle of November, due to the energetic efforts of
ClarenzeNewland, the full goal of $5,000 insubscriptions
was nearly reached.

By Tr-anksgiving,adirectorship for thenew company
had beer. chosen and work on the foundation begun.
The sevea directors were: Clarence Newland, William
S.Swift. Alden E. Oliver, Henry Spoore, Albert Borst, E.
Dayton Joslin and William Crannell. A short time later
Cranneildropped ¢ atand wasreplaced by M.F. Barber.

In January 1897 Newland, the largest shareholder
with 12 was chosen to be the manager of the new plant.
Doctor Cliver was chosen president, E. Dayton Joslin
secretary and Hen-y Spoore treasurer. The new
enterpr:s2wastobeknownasthe Voorheesville Canning
and Preserving Company. By February, 14,000 cans had
arrivec. at the station for the new company and area
apple farmers had st:1l another market for selling their
produce.

The factory was op2ned for business in mid-February
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with 55 persons hired to take their places in a system
thatranlike clockwork. Inits first week of operation, the
factory filled 1,400 cans each day and, in the second
week, that number rose to nearly 2,000 a day. Within
three weeks of operation the company started shipping
its products to New York City. By mid-March another
10,000 cans were filled and the plant closed for the
season, by all accounts a very successful one.

Work in the factory was set up in an assembly line
fashion, similar to that of many such processing plants
in those days. For some workers who had spent a good
partof theirlivesinvolved in the more organic processes
of the farm, the clockwork atmosphere would prove a
difficult challenge. They wereasked tobehave as part of
the inner workings of a machine. But it was work and
put bread on the table.

The canning process began with apples being carried
to the upper floor where they were peeled by six young
men. These peelers were paid at a rate of three cents a
box, each box holding nearly a bushel of apples. The
peeled apples then ran down a chute to the lower level
floor where they were distributed in pans to the women
and girls who quartered, pared off remaining peelings
and cut out poor spots. Paid at a rate of 25 cents per
hundred pounds, these workers were able to make
between 50 cents and $1 a day depending on their
dexterity. For comparison purposes, farmlaborersmade
about $1 a day at this time.!

Once the apples were pared and quartered by the
women, they were taken to a table where four boys
worked intently packing the apple pieces into four
quart cans. These packers were paid three cents per
dozen. Some of these workers made a dollar a day
which means they were packing over 400 cans a day .
After being packed, the cans were then passed slowly
by a reel through a trough of boiling water after which
they were sealed and cooked and taken to the store
house. Throughout the process Albert Borst and T.C.
White counted the number of pounds and cans filled

Equally as important as the depot crew for the smooth
operation of the road was the section crew. Pictured here
the Voorheesville area section crew about 1912 (I to 7):
Nicola Uliano, Pellegrino Michele, » Michael
Ricci (sectionforeman), Anthony Valenti, Anthony Ricci,
Francesco D’Arpino (kneeling on handcart),



while Henry Spoore recorded the tallies.

There is no apparent reason why a night watchman
was needed at the plant at this time but one was hired
in mid-June 1897. The most obvious hypothesis is that,
since these were hard economic times, the watchman
was hired to protect the stored foodstuffs from being
pilfered by tramps needing something to eat. The
watchmanmight also be alerted to possible fires started
near the building.

However, by July the night watchman wasoutofajob
as the canning factory was being auctioned off by the
sheriff on the 24th of that month. For some reason
Newland must have dropped out and taken with him
his 12 shares. At auction the factory was purchased by
attorney Stephen Daring for $1,650 a far cry from the
original $5,175 that went into making the plant
operational. Some wondered why Daring wasinterested
in the plant but the attorney was not acting in his own
behalf but for William Swift, E. Dayton Joslin, Henry
Spoore, RobertMartinand Albert Borst, itsnew owners.

The newly structured corporation did not lose a beat.
As fall approached, the factory was back in operation
with 200 cans of apples put out as samples. However,
upon reopening, only about 30 people were employed.
Nevertheless, by December the skeleton crew had
already shipped two carloads of apples with another
two ready to go.

There does not seem to have been another change in
ownership but in the following fall, 1898, the name of
the factory was changed to the Hudson Valley Canning
Company. At this time, the factory began putting up
tomatoes for the first time. The owners must have
experienced a supply problembecause, when the season
was done, they began considering making contracts
with area farmers for the following season’s tomato
crop. By February 1899, the factory had begun
negotiations for 50 acres of tomatoes.

In August 1899 when the factory opened its doors, it
had upped its work force to 50 workers. This included
men women, boys and girls. And, as in the previous
season, the canners were putting up both apples and

Ad for Schell’s cigars in The Farlin News-Letter, March
1892.
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tomatoes. And this year more than ever. By September
about4,000 cans a day were being readied for shipment.
From December 1899, when workers had finished
with the actual processing and were pasting labels on
the cans, until July 1904, there is no mention of the
factory in any newspaper accounts. In July 1904 a Mr.
FW. Bird of Plainsfield leased the canning factory
building with the intention of starting a creamery.

3. Cigar Making
he canning factory was not the business
community’s first attempt ata corporate
venture. Earlier inthedecade, an attempt
had been made to form a corporation to
manufacture cigars. That wasin March 1892. But unlike
the canning factory, this project never really got off the
ground.

The three principalsin the cigar making venture were
Leroy Schell, a Mr. Palley and Peter Hummell, all of
whom subscribed for $1,000 to start the corporation.
The main impetus behind the project was, as might be
expected, Leroy Schell himself. Schell had called a
meeting at his new Schell and Co. building on Main
Street for the purpose of discovering who might be
interested in forming a stock company to manufacture
cigars.

For Schell the manufacture of cigars would be nothing
new. He had begun his own wholesale business
sometime in 1890. At that time he had moved to Rufus
Flansburgh’shouseadjoining the storeand beganrolling
cigars. These he sold under the names of “Splendid,”
“Base Hit,” “My Opinion” and “Blue Hen.” Business
had been good for Schell for by November he had hired
one of the village masons, Ed O'Brien, to lay the
foundation for a new cigar factory.

To some extent then, Schell was looking for village
residents to back his ongoing operation. With shares
selling at $100 apiece, nearly $4,100 of the needed $5,000
was collected in short order. Somewhat ironically, one
of the subscribers was Morris Harris, owner of the
Harris House. Harris had himself been a manufacturer
of cigarsin Albany decades before. Itislikely that Schell
sought a tip or two from the former cigarmaker as he
went along.

But despite the availability of Harris” expertise and
the apparent enthusiasm of the community for the
project as a whole, by mid April it had fizzled. Schell,
however, did not abandon going into business
altogether. By September 1892 he had opened a hay and
feed store on Main Street probably in the building he
had originally planned for his cigar factory. Clearly
Schell had taken the correct route, because by December
he was already putting an addition on the building to
handle the increased volume of business.



Leroy Schell’s store on Main Street, Bewsher’s Grocery
Store to left.

In August 1902 Schell’s business had improved to the
point that he was able to hire William Gilbert as his
foreman. Gilbert had moved to the village from the
family farm in Guilderland about six years earlier. He
was to remain foreman of the business for only six
months for by mid February of the following year,
Schellhad sold him the business and moved to Kingston.
Gilbertremained in business foratleastanotherdecade.

Leroy Schellisanotherexample of thekind of ingenuity
that was prevalent in Voorheesville at the time. We
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already mentioned that Frank Bloomingdale had
received a patent for a dump wagon. Schell too had
received a patent for a rotary can opener which he had
invented. In hopes of making some modest sales he
would take his invention with him to various localities
and proudly give demonstrations. These he gave in
Voorheesville and surrounding villages such as
Altamont on a number of occasions.

We need to say something further about the makmg
of cigars here. Although Schell’s corporate venture in
cigars did not turn out as anticipated, Voorheesville
was not to be withouta cigar factory for long. Before the
century was out, a Gullderland Center cigarmaker,
George Hallenbeck, had moved his business to the
village.!

It might seem odd to some to see so much interest in

G. A. HALLENBECK

MANUFACTURER OF

FINE HAVANA AND DOMESTIC

CIGARS
VOORHEESVILLE, N. Y.
Ad for George Hallenbeck’s cigars, 1915,

c1gars but cigars were a major part of the life of many
menin the 19th century. Weddings, births, the winning
ofalottery, these wereall special occasionsfor somebody
to hand out cigars and for the men to enjoy a smoke
together. When the men gathered in the village grocery
stores at night to discuss the day’s activitiesand gOSSIp,
cigars would often be part of the ritual. Indeed in
winter, when the doors and windows of the stores were
closed tight, clouds of smoke grew so thick in the room
that it became difficult to see who was sitting across the
way. Periodically someone would have to get up and
throw open the doors and windows to clear the place
out.

Wealso know that in more elite circles Victorian men
would remove themselves after dinner to separate
quarters for brandy and a good cigar. Hallenbeck’s
business, therefore, was a key part of 19th century life
formenatall sociallevels. When Hallenbeck first moved
to the village in August 1898, he boughta house and lot
fromFrank Bloomingdale on Main Streetnext to Wands’
grocery store. Behind the house he broke ground for the
factory in October and, within two months, he was
ready to roll cigars. By the following spring, 1899, the
cigar business had moved along nicely. He had already
hired D.A. Hutton as his travelling salesman, a position
that Fred McMillen took over in 1901 and in 1904 was
handled by Aaron Blessing,.

At some point, another village resident, Luther Law,
began manufacturing cigars as well. In September 1901



he is mentioned in the paper as having an ongoing
business. He had taken a helper and moved to Thomas
Bewsher’s house on Main Street.

An early April edition of the paper that year reported
that the cigar factory had closed down for a period of
time. If this was Hallenbeck’s, it did not stay closed for
long, for Hallenbeck was to remain in business for
nearly three decades longer.

4. Malleable Iron Works
hroughout the years Voorheesville was
best known for two industries, its cider
mill and a foundry. The foundry usually
referred to is that built by Frederick

Griesman in 1908 on the north side of the village. But

there was at least one other foundry in the village in

operation several years beforeand simultaneously with

Griesman’s.

The first mention of a foundry in Voorheesville dates
to the early 1890s when Jay Newbury, who already had
an ongoing operation in Guilderland, decided to
establish a foundry in Voorheesville. Village residents

SCRAP IRO
- Wanted -

at once.

The Frank Bloomingdale Foundry Go

VOORHEESVILLE, N, V

me

Amonghisvaried business ventures, Frank Bloomingdale
also found himself in the foundry business. This ad from
April 1902,

were enthusiastic about Newbury’s plans and
encouraged him to follow through with them. They
promised him support. By late January 1893, several
interested citizens has subscribed $400 toward the new
industry. This show of interest must havebeen sufficient
to help the iron founder with his decision to move
because not too long afterward, Newbury was seen in
the village looking over land prices in search of a
reasonable piece of property.

By early 1895 Newbury had found a piece of land and

The foundry Frederick Griesman built in 1908.

49



R iaate L=
T
Fry

mEmmy
B

EE‘F 7 >

Albany Casting Co. foundry workere (i {0 1) Ulysses Grant Goods. John Scoones and Nicholas Tymachon fill ladels with
molten iron from melting furnace. Tc pour the me'al {4to their molds, 40 men walked 35 miles each afternoon carryizg the
ladles. Filled ladles weighed Z00 pounds




MARTFACTURERS OF
ARCHITECTURAL CASTINGS
SOFT AND LIGAT BENCH CASTINGS
Awn

HEATY MACHRINEHRY CASTINGSR

TEHRMS., 30 DAYS NET
2%, 10 DA)'S_

SOLD TO Sopiety

E

‘ 1

PHOENIX FOUNDRY CONPANY

C. L. ELLIOTT 4xD C. L. CANTON, PROPS.

VOORHEESVILLE. N. Y.t v« =%

o e

GENERAL FOUNDERS

i ol

91

WE RENDER STATEMENTS MONTHLY

< »

ié

Bill from Phoenix Foundry situated on Pine Street at Voorheesville Avenue. It burned to the ground in 1916.

intended to move forward with his plans. By July aload
of iron had arrived at the station for the founder and
shortly after that he began moving machinery from
South Schenectady. But something happened at this
point and Newbury backed out. By May 1896 Garry
Hotaling, owner of the site, was told by residents that if
a foundry was to be realized, responsibility for its
operation would have to fall upon his shoulders.

This was a responsibility Hotaling wanted no part of.
And so, for three years, nothing came of the project until
a number of businessmen called a meeting toward the
end of September 1899. Atop their agenda was how
much it would cost to move Newbury’s foundry
buildings at Sloan’s(Guilderland) to the village. It was
thought about $1,100. Six hundred was subscribed
almost immediately.

By the next week subscriptions had been raised to
$960 and a committee was formed to act on the deal.
Leroy Schell, Morris Harris, William Swift, 5.N. Peck
and Frank Bloomingdale formed a committee to
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spearhead the operation. There were delays but by mid
November 1901 a switch was being laid to the new
foundry and buildings were being erected. By March of
the following year (1902), the furnaces were going full
blast and Voorheesville had added a foundry to its list
of accomplishments.

It’snotknown whathappened to themini-corporation
or its directorship during the year but in 1902 an ad
appeared in the newspaper indicating that Frank
Bloomingdale was looking for scrap iron. In some way
responsibility for the operation had fallen on
Bloomingdale’s shoulders adding another enterprise to
his long list of business ventures.

The foundry continued for anumber of years because
by January 1908 talk was bandied about that a second
foundry was coming to the village. It wasmore than talk
because in the spring of that year Frederick Griesman,
an Albanian, began work on the foundation for his new
foundry situated at the northern end of the village. The
new enterprise saw no delays and was ready for



operation by October 1908. It was called the Albany
Malleable Iron Company Foundry.

Griesman did not find his operation smooth sailing
when it came to finding competent pattern makers.
Indeed in order to attract a crew of knowledgeable
founders, he offered housing as a benefit. Griesman,
therefore, had built a series of identical houses on the
west side of North Main Street. Later he bought a
number of smaller houses on the east side of the road
which were also used by his employees.!

Griesman’s business was a grand success but by the
early 1920s the founder, in only fair health and wanting
to travel with his daughter, was looking for a buyer for
his foundry. He found one in a family who also ran a
foundry in Easton, Pennsylvania. But by the end of the
decade, the new founder was unable to keep up his
Voorheesville operation and Griesman, who carried the
paper on the business, found himself the owner of a
foundry again. But by his death in 1933, Griesman had
resold the foundry again.

During thislater period, the foundry put out castings
for automatic steel bumpers for dangerous highway
curves and made brake shoes for the railroad. But the
foundry fell on hard times as the status of malleable
castingsdeclined with the development of drip forgings.
About1936 the Albany Malleable Iron Company bought
the premises which later became the Albany Castings
Company owned by Henry “Pop” Blumenaeur. During
the Blumenaeur era the foundry made agricultural and
industrial machinery and at one time employed as
many as 200 people.

By 1911 there was stilla second foundry in the village,
the Phoenix Foundry, which was situated at Pine Street
and Voorheesville Avenue. This was most likely the
foundry that Bloomingdale et al. had started earlier. In
1913, C. L. Elliott and Charles Canton were listed on the
business’ letterhead as owners. The Phoenix made
architectural castings, soft and light bench castings and
heavy machinery castings. Cantondied in late December
1913 or early January 1914 and in October 1916 the
foundry burned to the ground.

5. Encouraging Thriftiness
lthough Frederick Griesmannevermade
‘ l to takea great interestinitslifeand have
asignificant influence on a number of its
contributor to the library’s early development, helping
to keep it in operation during its earliest times, but was
and loan association. But as we will see, it was John
Guffin who picked up on this impetus and became the

the village his permanent home, he was
institutions He was not only a major economic
a major impetus behind Voorheesville’s first savings
association’s mainstay for nearly a half century.
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John Guffin, laterinlife,when
he was appointed chairman
of the board of directors of
the savings and loan
association.

Before discussing the Griesman-Guffin enterprise, it
is worth noting that an earlier attempt had been made
to start a bank in the village in September 1892.
Newspaper reports indicate that this earlier effort had
been made by Franklin Vosburgh and William Matthias.
Vosburgh served as president and Matthias as secretary
for the institution they called the National Loan and
SavingsBank. Butlittleelseisknownaboutits existence,
how long it lasted or what eventually became of it.

In 1913, however, the village would haveits first long-

The sign immediately over the entrance to the building
reads ‘Voorheesville Savings and Loan Association’.
During its earliest days the association shared space
with the library. This building, located on Voorheesville
Avenue, was also used to store the fire company’s hose
cart. Today it serves as Village Hall.



lasting bank with John Guffin and Frederick Griesman
as its main protagonists. In a brief history of the bank
that Guffin wrote after his retirement,’ he says that the
idea for the bank started while he was working for the
state in Albany. In 1908 Guffin had been persuaded by
a friend to move to what was described to him as the
beautiful village of Voorheesville. Interestingly enough,
that friend was Frank Vosburgh. But, at the time,
Vosburgh'’s persuasion of his friend to relocate had no
immediate relation to banking,.

Guffin, who traveled to work in Albany each day on
the Altamont local, met Griesman on his various trips
back and forth from the city. During one of these trips,
Griesman asked Guffin to call upon him at his office at
thefoundry whichGuffindid. During their conversation,
Griesman informed Guffin that he did not like the
influence of saloonsonhis workers, particularly a saloon
located on the road leading from the foundry to the
village. He told Guffin that on payday too many of his
workers never made it beyond that point with their
paychecks intact.

The foundry owner asked Guffin whether he knew
anythingaboutsavingsand loanassociations. Although
Guffin replied that he knew little, Griesman asked him
whether he would be willing to organize such an
institutionin the village. At the time Griesman had been
director of a savings and loan association in Albany
where members saved on a weekly basis.

Guffin agreed to look into the matter. The foundry
owner suggested to Guffin that he use his personal
attorney, Judge Woollard of Albany, to prepare the
papers of incorporation and he would pay the expense.
Guffin went ahead with preparing the papers but
through the help of a friend in the state banking
department.

On April 12, 1913 Griesman called a meeting of sclect
members of thecommunity to consider the organization
of a savings and loan association. He presided while
Guffin took the minutes. At a second meeting the
following week Griesman, Charles Canton, Frank
Vosburgh, Oscar Vunck, Albert Vanderpoel, John

THE VOORHEESVILLE SAVINGS

AND LoaN AssOCIATION
OF VOORHEESVILLE, N.Y.

OFFERS BETTER TERMS FOR SAVING
THAN A SAVINGS BANK
AXD
 HELPS THOSE IN NEED BY LOANING MONEY
i MAIN ST. VOORHEESVILLE, N, Y

This ad for the association placed in the Voorheesville
Athletic Association’s First Annual Field Day program,
September 6, 1915.
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Whitbeck, William Relyea, George Hallenbeck, William
Crannell, James Cummings, Dr. William Shaw and
John Guffin were present. All were elected directors of
the new association; Griesman was elected president,
Vosburgh vice-presidentand Guffinsecretary-treasurer.
Noticeably absent from this list of distinguished
residents are names such as Frank Bloomingdale, E.
Daytonand Jesse Joslinand William Swift. Bloomingdale
was nominated to be a director by James Cummings at
alater date (1914) butlostinanelection of the directorate
to W. D. Alexander, manager of Griesman’s foundry.

After the first election, the directors appointed a
committee to draw up a set of by-laws and a motion
carried to pay the village board $12 a year rent for the
use of a room in the village building. A certificate of
incorporation was filed with the state and the bank was
open for business on May 31, 1913. In the beginning the
bank was open only on Saturdays when Guffin was not
working at his regular job. It was decided that the
secretary-treasurer would be paid $2 a week for his
services and that each director would be paid 50 cents
for each meeting attended.

Tocarry theassociation along financially, each director
was obliged to carry and pay weekly or monthly on at
least 10 free installment shares which would eventually
mature, with the dividends credited, for $1,000.
Griesman was not only the president of the association
but also served as its financial backbone, having
subscribed for many more shares than the minimum.
The new association was on its way, but it had to
contend with some psychological barriers. First of all
there were a number of village residents who were not
asked to share in the bank’s operation, who began to
speak of the association’s impending doom. Second, for
many workers at the foundry, the idea of saving part of
their weekly paychecks was a strange way to live. To
assist the workers in reordering their thinking, Guffin
remarks: “Mr. Griesman put a little heat on his foundry
workers to open share accounts.”

Threesigns weremadeand put upinstrategiclocations
advertising the bank and Stephen Daring wasappointed
attorney, a position he held until his death in August
1932. At the association’s August 16, 1913 meeting, the
first formal application for a loan was made. Edward
Oliver, a worker at the foundry, applied for a $1,600
loan to buy three houses belonging to Peter Bockhouse
on the highway north of the village. It wasapproved. At
the next meeting Nicola Uliano received a $600 loan to
purchasea home on Prospect Street and the bank wasin
business. However, on September 6, the board rejected
its first loan application when George McVeigh sought
$1,200 to buy a large block of timber near Northville in
the Adirondacks. The bank’s directors indicated that
they were not interested in using its money for
speculation purposes. Moreover, they were more
interested inkeeping theassociation’sinvestments closer
to home.



A maininterest of the savings and loan association was
lending money for new homes in the village. This view
down Voorheesville Avenue shows what some of these
homes looked like earlier this century. Current Village
Hallis all the way to the left.

In early November, the board had its first squabble. It
had received an application for a loan of $1,600 for a
property in Delmar. William Relyea, who was asked by
the secretary to appraise the property, responded in a
verbal statement that the property was not worth the
loan. Incidentally, he added, the applicant was “a
drinking man.” Thinking that thislatter allegation might
have influenced Relyea’s appraisal, Secretary Guffin
then asked James Cummings to make a second,
independentappraisal of the property. Cummings made
the appraisal, judged the property to be worth the loan
and it was made.

It should be mentioned at this point that the
association’sdirectors werealsointerested inthegeneral
well-being of the community, particularly its business
welfare. During 1914, they were instrumental in
organizing the village’s first board of trade. The group
included not only businessmen and professionals but
public-spirited citizens as well. The group was proud to
have asone of its members Peter Ten Eyck. However, in
a relatively short time internal jealousies and factions
arose causing the new trade board’s demise. In his
history of the bank, Guffin says he was reminded of the
old saying “God made the country, man, the cities, and
the Devil the village.”

By July 1914, the bank was able to begin paying its
shareholders their first quarterly dividends, 1 1/2
percent on prepaid income shares, 1 1/8 onsavingsand
1 1/2 on free installment shares. The association
continued to progress gradually without majorincident
until the directors were told by Griesmanin 1922 thathe
would step down from his post as president. He was
succeeded by Franklin Vosburgh.

At ameeting in 1926 John Guffin made a motion that
thebank erectitsown building ona piece of property on
Main Street but the motion never carried. Instead the
bank moved to thenorthernmaost part of the Joslin block
where a post office had once operated. In 1941, when
Guffin retired from his state job, the bank was finally
able to maintain day hours for the first time. Beginning
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asa small community venture the bank had turned into
asolid business. By January 1956 theinstitution showed
assets of $921,309. Later it became First Federal 2

Afinalnoteon “thebank.” Throughout this discussion
we have used the term “bank” interchangeably with
“savings and loan association.” If John Guffin were
alive today, he’d be terribly annoyed. During his long
association with the savingsand loanassociation, Guffin
balked whenever he heard people use the word “bank”
to describe the association. He reminded them that
what they were referring to was an association. Guffin
considered banks to be financial institutions for the rich
and savings and loan associations as community
resources to help with the local needs of the ordinary
citizen.

5. Shirts and Collar Button Holes

s mentioned earlier, during the village’s

so-called golden era some of the village

residents thought there would never be

an end to the growth the village was
experiencing. On one level there was good reason for
thisoptimismbecause new businesses continually found
their way into the village as iron shavings are drawn to
a magnet. In the late 1890s, a small shirt and collar
factory became one of those shavings.

Butas early as 1889, the making of shirts had become
a part of the village’s daily life. In October of that year
Lucien Haight had rented the upper floor of the newly
built store of Rufus Flansburgh on Main Street and
began making shirts. He employed seven women. Four
years later another aspect of the sewing industry came
to town when Cary Bradt advertised in the paper for
women to hand make button holes in collars. This kind
of work was to continue for some time because in 1897
Lavinia and Hattie Joslin the wives of E. Dayton and
Jesse Joslin respectively, ran a collar making business
from the upper floor of Joslin’s hardware store.

Collars would arrive at the Voorheesville station for
the Joslin women each morning by train and be handed
outto womeninterested insewing. Any work completed
the day before would be handed in to the Joslins and
shipped to Troy by train. Arthur Gregg recalled in his
later yearsthatmany womenin the village madea fairly
good salary doing such piecework.

The firstmentionof afull-fledged shirtfactory coming
to the village was in April 1896. At that time a certain T.
F. Angelum, who operated a shirt factory in Clarksville,
soughtto relocate hisoperationin Voorheesville. During
a visit to the village in search of a location, Angelum let
it be known that he would need 150 women to make
shirts. In May, Angelum had contracted with William
Swift to put up the factory building but before Angelum
could move his machinery from Clarksville, his plant
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there burned. He was able to salvage only a single load
of machinery.

Perhaps some momentum for the factory had already
developed at the time of Angelum’s hard luck for
Morris Harris, owner of the Harris House and Frank
Bloomingdale, among others, formed a corporation to
sponsor a shirt factory in the village. They began to erect
a building on North Main Street for this purpose.

Atthis point Angelum seems to havebowed outof the
picture because a certain Mr. Hubbard of Albany was
hired to oversee the operations of the corporation’snew
factory in August. By early September production was
underway, albeit with only eight stitchers. However,

A view up Main Street with Harris House on right. The
flat iron building to the left was known as the Joslin
Block. In the apartiments upstairs, the two Joslinwomen
ran their collar sewing business.
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withinamonth that number had increased to 20. But the
20 were laid off toward the middle of the month as the
factory was closed until after election day. The choice of
election day as a reopening date was not arbitrary for
both Harrisand Bloomingdale were heavily involved in
politicsat the time. In 1896 Bloomingdale wasa candidate
for the assembly for his fourth straight year.

For the most part, the shirtfactory never seemed to do
very well under thecorporation’smanagement. In March
1897 representatives from a Troy firm, Fellows and
Company, paid a visit to the village to inquire about
hiring the factory. It'slikely the Troy firm was contacted
by Harris and Bloomingdale to bail the corporation out.
The factory was probably kept going in the meantime
but, in the March 17 edition of the paper, Fellows and
Company announced it would be opening up a factory
in the village and was taking applications for workers.
In April they had readied the factory for operation and
a Mr. Peck was hired as its supervisor. Within a month
20 women and girls were at work making shirtsat what
was known as the Voorheesville Shirt Factory.

But even with a professional company running the
operation, the factory still never seemed to fare very
well. First of all, the women in Voorheesville did not
take to this kind of industrial work inside a plant. They
did not seem to mind doing piecework at home, as is
evidenced by the success of the earlier collar ventures.
What they did seem to mind was the sweatshop type
atmosphere characteristic of many factories of that era.
Oftentimes the heating would be poor and the building
ill-lighted.

Consequently, Fellows and Company found
themselves having to advertise constantly in the paper
for help. Partof theiradvertisingincluded a pitch trying
to convince the women of the village and its environs
that this kind of work was worthwhile. Indeed in the
June 16 edition of the paper, Fellows and Company
wrote an open letter to the women of the village telling
them that they were much more intelligent than their
counterparts at their Troy plant. They indicated that
women who applied for work in Voorheesville would
be paid a salary while they are being trained, that they
would receive a small workload during their training
period, being placed on a full piecework schedule only
after their training period was complete. Furthermore,
they informed the women that in Voorheesville all
machines were furnished by the company while the
workers in Troy had to buy their own.

The company’s public relations tactic didn't take
hold. Therefore, all through June and July its heavy
advertising campaign for workers continued. Perhaps
asamoralebooster to the current workers, the company
held a party for its crew in July. A month later it wrote
a second essay in the paper describing shirt making as
anart. At this time Fellows made its first threat to leave
Voorheesville, if more people didn’t come out to work.
Fellows informed the villagers that if they pulled out,
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other ccmpanies migh: follow suit.

Things changed for the better temporarily, for by
Decemter additional improvements were being made
in the plant. Fiftv mor2 machines were added, which
made a to:al cf 100 and the 25’ X 125' room wes fitted
with steam hzat and lighted by electrizity. Still the
response ¢i th2 community was not wha-: Fellows hzd
expected so thatbyv Fesruary 1900, Fellowsand Ccmpariy
threatenec once again to pull out of th= village

Again, for a time, there seemed to be som.:
improvemsnt in worker response and product.on foz,
by August 1901, the company had to up its nurber of
cutters to Lve to keep the stitchers busy. Additional
improvemants were made in Novembe- 1902, bu- eight
months later the factory was closed for an incefinite
period. After a stint of s:x years, the village's intezest in

shirts was tarough.

In March 1904 a Mr. DeAngelus arrived in town
talking about the possibility of buyirg the factory and
turning it into a foundry. That did rot happen, for in
June of tte following year, work was being done to
modify the factory into a novelty company. It was said
that the new factory would employ 50 workers.

The factory was leased to C. H. Angus and Company
of Albany who used itasa nickel plating plant. Twenty,
not 50, workers were hired and at the rate of between
$10and $13 per week, a fairly decent salary for the time.
But that work did not last very long. In March 1907, a
fireraged through thefactory and razed it to the ground.
Only the engine house was saved."At the time the fire
hit, thebuilding was owned by villagers: Bloomingdale,
Comstock, Harris and the Abe Relyez estate.



“Well, I had a playmate that lives
across the road — Marion Young her
name was — and we used to go in the
summertimeto the swimming hole over
back — well, Windlespecht's had a
swimming pool over, you know where
Olive Kling lives on New Salem Road.
Across from there down in back was a
big hole and there were a lot of big
willow trees and we used to go behind
the willow trees, put our bathing suits
on and go swimming. We'd walk thru
an orchard and take some of the apples
to play with in the water.”

~— Esther Schultz

58



CHAPTER FOUR

Village Hospitality

1. Taking A Vacation
n the latter part of the 19th century

industrializationbegan to takeits toll on

city dwellers, particularly on those who

had recently migrated to the city from
the rural farm. With the increased intensity of urbanlife
and the unyielding pace of the factory, people yearned
to get back in touch with their lost Eden, so to speak.
Whenever vacation timerolled around, therefore, hordes
of travelers headed to the country for their earned
relaxation. This yearning for the country was especially
acute during the summer months when the heat turned
the stone-laden city into an oven. Ironically what made
such vacations possible were by-products of the
industrialized city:ashorter working day and something
new called “leisure time.”!

For those who sought respite in the country, the
railroad was an economical, fast and comfortable way
to take an excursion to resort areas. At many railroad
stops, particularly those in lake and mountain areas,
hotels and boarding houses sprouted up to serve the
new onrush of visitors.2 And to help vacationers plan
their annual jaunts, each year various hotel guides and
touristdirectories were published, some by therailroads
themselves? In these little compendiums would be
found places of interest along the line, places to stay,
their hospitality rates and nearby sources of
entertainment. One such guide was “The Tourist's Guide
Through the Empire State embracing All Cities, Towns
and Watering Places By Hudson River and New York
Central Route” edited and published by Mrs. S. S. Colt
of Albany in 1871.*

Voorheesville was one of the many hamlets described
in such guide books. The village attracted vacationers
each year in large part because of its proximity to the
Helderbergs and the cascading falls of the Vly below
LaGrange’s mill pond. With the arrival of the Albany
and Susquehanna, the Helderbergs in particular had
become visible up close to tourists on their way west for
the first time. The escarpment’s unique qualities drew
many visitors back to visit therange and its famed caves
and Indian Ladder on foot. At the same time, writers
withaninterestinnature werebeginning to callattention
to themountainrange. Asearly as 1869 Colvin Verplanck
wrote in Harper's New Monthly Magazine of their
“romantic wooded rock scenery, dark caverns, and
spraying waterfallsand accessiblemountain grandeur.”

Butitwas the railroad that made such talk realistic for
theaverage tourist. The Helderbergs werenowaccessible
as they never had been before. As Mrs. Colt correctly
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related in her 1871 guide: “Until quite recently weknew
about as much of the Helderbergs—aside from the fact
that we can see their peaks from our windows-as we
know of New Zealand.”

The railroad’s arrival then was not only to bring to
Voorheesville numerous commercial and industrial
opportunities but droves of vacationers and tourists as
well. To accommodate the guests for the summer
months, many Voorheesville farming families turned

Coverof the D&H's ‘A Summer Paradise’ for 1905. In the
234 page book were listed many of the hotels, boarding
houses and places of interest along the D&H's
Susquehanna Division for that year.



their homes into boarding houses. Some residents even
moved in with a neighbor or into one of the hotels in
order to rent out their entire house for the season. Many
of these farms were in full view of the mountain people
came to see and visit.

By the 1890s the village also had three hotels, where
visitors could find a comfortable bed, the Grove, the
Harris House and Nick Oliver's West End Hotel. At
least at the Grove and Harris House, the two main
hotels, a guest might be able to catch a vaudeville-type
show before heading off to the mountains on foot or by
carriage. The Grove and Harris House also had livery
stables where a horse and carriage could be rented for
the day. But, as might be expected, the atmosphere of
the hotels was decidedly different from the more
traditionally rural boarding house.

2. Morris Harris” Place
s in the case of each of the hotels that
existed in the village, the Harris House
had a personality that reflected the
interests and tastes of its owner. Located
at the foot of Main Street across the street from the
depot, the Harris House seemed perennially busy,
serving as host to a wide variety of social and political
groups. Chronologically it was the second hotel to be
opened in the village, having taken its name from
Albany born entrepreneur Morris Harris.

Harris was an Albany native who moved to
Voorheesville sometime in early 1885 in order to enter
the hotel business, not the Harris House but Conrad
Fryer’s Grove Hotel across the tracks. Before opening
his own hotel in 1889, Harris had already learned the
trade well, having spent several years running the
Grove in Voorheesville and later a hotel in New Salem.

But when Harris came to the village the second time,
he was more than a hotel owner. Morris Harris was a
large section of the backbone that made the village the
commercial and social success it was. He was one of the
more energetic businessmen in the community, ready
to join in ventures such as the canning factory, the shirt
factory and the trotting association. In addition, he was
also the main impetus behind the establishment of the
Voorheesville Odd Fellows Lodge. Harris was also one
of the few Jews, if not the only Jew, living in the village
at the time.

Ononelevel Morris Harris' life story serves as a good
example of the many careers a person might have
during his lifetime in the 19th century. Harris had
grown up in Albany the son of a Russian immigrant
who was a traveling salesman throughout Albany
County. After finishing school at age 14, Morris became
a hairdresser in the city. The Albany City Directory lists
him employed as a hairdresser from 1877-1879. The
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following year he began manufacturing cigars, having
opened a factory on 34 William Street with his brother
Issac as his partner. At their busiest the duo employed
close to 30 cigar makers. Following in his father’s
footsteps Morris served as the company’s traveling
salesman, hitting the stores, hotels and taverns
throughoutthe county and perhaps much further, while
his brother Issac oversaw the day-to-day operations of
the Albany factory.

This worklasted until 1884 when Harrisislisted in the
city directory asa liquor salesman. We can presume that
part of this job included traveling to many of the same
hotels and taverns he visited as a cigar salesman. So for
asecond timeand now, under differentauspices, Harris
must have discovered Voorheesville and the Grove
Hotel. Whether the bustle of the growing village
captivated him or whether Conrad Fryer offered him a
deal he couldn’t refuse is unknown, but Harris did
gatherhisbelongingsand make hisway to Voorheesville

HARRBIS HOUSH,
MORRIS HARRIS, - Proprictor.

Accounnodations for Permnanent and T'rensient Guests.  The Bar
will alweys be found well stocked with Choice Wines, Ales,
Beer and Segara.

LIVERY ATTACHED.
Opposite Depot, Voorheesville, N. Y.

Ad for Harris House taken from 1890 D&H directory.

to become the proprietor of the Grove Hotel. That was
toward the beginning of 1885. For the 21 months that
Morris Harris ran the Grove, it was the only hotel in the
village. Harris stayed until December 1886 when he
sold his interest to Frank Craft of Albany and Craft’s
son-in-law, George Hess of Oneonta.

Harris did not cut his ties with the village, however.
He was in and out of town throughout the summer of
1887, perhaps looking for another business venture.
Thathe found, but notin Voorheesville. In December he
bought the upper hotel in New Salem from Willis
Knowles and ran a hotel business there for two years
but always with an eye glancing in the direction of the
growing village four miles to the northeast.

Therefore, when the grocery storeof William Matthias
was up for sale in January 1889, Harris took the
opportunity to buy it and turned it into the famed
Harris House. By early April, renovations of the building
were being completed and on a Saturday night toward
the middle of the month he held an open house for the
entire village serving clam chowder and other goodies
for his guests.By the following week his livery stable in
back of the hotel was open for business ready for the
stream of summer vacationers that began each year in
late June or early July.

TheHarrisHousediffered from the Groveinanumber
of ways, themost obvious being thatit was considerably
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within thz vi'lage (1870,

smalier. And becausecf the personal:tv of its b wnerand
his :nteress, it drew differert people end sponscred
differentkinds of activiti=s. “oryearsthe hotel served as
one of the town’s courtrooms, for which Harris was
paic a small szipend ty the town, abcut $1F annually.
Theme was enough jud:cial activity gcing on in the
hotel’s courroom that :n June 1392, Harris began to
modify the rooms in the back to make enough space to
holc a 20-member jurv.

The hotel wes also usec &s a gethering place for
polizical ccrventions ard ag—culturel organizationa.
meetngs. “he Repukbl.cans of the First Dist-ict wculc
often hold their convention at tae Harris House and the
Albany County Farmers” Irstitute was also held there
penadlcall,r Cn at lcest one occasion, the schoo.
commissioners held their arnuel cenvent:on at the
hotel. Villazers had also grown accusicmed to fincing
the own'’s tax zollector seated at a tazle waiting for
residents to pay their annual assessment. And frox
time o tim2 patrons of the hotel were given a surprise
as tte Queer. cf the Gypsies showed Lp at the hotel.*

Wrtile for some the political activities that we-e
sporsored at the hotel were en-ertainment enougn,
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Harris served vp a wide menu of social and athletic
events for his patrons. By 1893, fcr example, wrestling
matches had become a periodi= feature at the hotel.
More often thar not the hotel featured its favorite son,
Frank Reid. Before shouting a:3 oftentimes well-oiled
crowds, Reid squared off with ctt-of-towners such as
Albert Johnson, The Cyclone and Andy Conners, both
of Albany. Reid and Conners hed saveral bouts at the
hotel. On one of the cerds thet Zeatured this duo was
slatad a second match betwezn Albany’s Jack Dillon
and Tom Duffy of New York City. What's noteworthy
about the event is thet the wirrer’s purse was $50, not
too shabby a sumof money for 1293 when mostlaborers
were scarce_y making a dollar & cay.

Bt the Harris House was not al’ sport. It also had
somewhat of a serious side. ‘n one part of the hotel
Harris had installed at one time a small reading room.
In tae fall of 1894, curious hote. patrons admired the
new oak desk Earris bought end had delivered to the
hotel. Lectuzes were elso sponscred at various times. In
May 1894 the author Arthur Helm Batchelor of
Lansingburgh came across therivar to givea lecture on
“Hell.” On a Saturdey night, no less! It is difficult to
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assess what the tenor of such a talk would have been or
evenwhowouldhaveattended suchatalkonaSaturday
night.

More often than not, the entertainment offered at the
Harris House was a vaudeville-type program similar to
those found across the tracks at the Grove and in many
hotelsacross the state at this time. Thiswas the era of the
traveling vaudeville show. One of the favorites at the
hotel was Professor Button, a well-honed ventriloquist
who also put on a great magic show. Button was so
popular with the villagers that one year he was asked to
do shows on two consecutive nights. He drew large
crowds both nights. And Mack’s special variety show
came for three nights straight on a Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday in 1899. When nothing of interest was
being offered on one side of the tracks, patrons seeking
entertainment might cross the tracks and perhaps find
something going on at the Grove.

Part of the uniqueness of the Harris House was that its
owner seemed to be forever willing to experiment with
the unusual. In the spring of 1896, he purchased a
gramophone and on Wednesday evenings offered
gramophoneentertainment to his patrons. Thefollowing
year he introduced what seems to have been an early

West Shore Bridge over Vly Creek. Guests staying at the Harris House might walk up Main Street to take a dip in the creek
when the weather got warm.
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version of the juke box. Hotel patrons were amused to
hear a musical instrument play every time a penny was
put in the slot.

Of course Harris boarded people in the 10 rooms of
his two-story building as well. The hotel was said to
havehad afinereputation foritsfirst classbedsand first
class service. And not surprisingly, the enterprise of the
former liquor salesman and cigar maker was said to
have had the best whiskeys and cigars money could
buy.

Inemergency situations Harris would make hisrooms
available to railroad workers broughtinto town to work
on the track. When a crew of 70 “Italians,” as they were
referred to, were brought into Voorheesville to clear
snow from the tracks after a large February storm in
1899, the entire crew boarded at the Harris House.
Given the space limitations of the hotel, it is likely that
the men slept side by side across the floor of each room.
For the men it was better than sleeping in a boxcar for
the cold evening, their more accustomed sleeping
quarters.?

As time went on, Harris became more concerned
about serving quality food. In late March 1899, he
converted his hall into a kitchen and dining room with
enough space to sit 50 people at a time. After this
modification Harris lasted in the hotel business for only
four more years. After nearly 20 years in the hotel
business, he sold the hotel in 1903 to Irving Riseley of
Kingston and moved to Amsterdam. But surprisingly,
he was not done with the Harris House. Riseley had not
been able to make a go of the hotel and a year later had
put the hotel back up for sale. In April 1904 Harris
bought back his former establishment and moved back
into the village. At the same time he also seems to have
purchased Nick Oliver’s West End Hotel situated along
the Vly near the Voorheesville grade school.

3. The Elegant Grove
he biggest and best known of the three
hotelsin the village was the Grove. Many
visitors to the village found thisto be the
most amenable place to stay, in part
because of its size. Indeed at one time so many
newlyweds sought out the Grove for their honeymoon
that it was said to be called the Honeymoon Hotel. At
different points in the life of Voorheesville, the Grove
served as the center of its social and recreation activities.
The Grove was built sometime in the mid 1870s by
Conrad Fryer, a native of Guilderland who moved to
Voorheesville and bought a farm shortly before the
railroad came. Fryer, one of the Guilderland Fryers, was
born on a tract of land known as the “Fryer Farms”,
farmland that was considered by some to be the most
productivein the sectionbeneath the Helderbergs. These
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farms were also famed because they were one of the few
tractsinall of Rensselaerswyck that was owned freeand
clear of the patroon. As clear title holders, the Fryers
were not subject to a lease, nor did they have to pay
annual rent to the patroon, which served as a great
source of family pride. Italso afforded the family a great
sense of independence.

Conrad Fryer then, wasborn into a family known not
only foritsindependencebutalso foritsindustriousness,
energy and perseverance. His father Abram and his
older brother John F., who had inherited part of the
family farm, were known for their hard work. In one
biographical sketch of the family it was said of Conrad’s
brother, John: “Idleness was to him a sin, and no one on
the Fryer farm sinned in that particular.”

Conrad’s uncle, William, was a successful merchant
in Albany (about 1839), having begun a dry goods
business in that city because he shared in the belief that
the Erie Canal would put Albany on the commercial
map—which it did. It seems Conrad learned the life
lessons of the farmer from his father and brother and a
keen business sense from his uncle. Still in his early 30s,
Conradbought over 100 acresbordering theintersection
of the A&S and Hudson and Saratoga roads. This was
several years before the two roads began operation. He
shared in the belief that the railroad would put this part
of the town of New Scotland on the commercial
map-which it did. His Grove hotel was one of the first
manifestations of his business sense. His flourishing
coal business in the mid-1880s was another and, as we
will see, there were considerably more.

As already noted, although Fryer built the Grove

GROVE .

G. W. HESS, -

Fine Grove for Excursions or Picnjes. — Large Dancing Parilion, Everything Neceesary fur-
nished npon ohort notice. Fm:t-cll.u Accommodations for Psrmsnom and Transient
nesta  The Bur will bs stocksd
vnt;b Choxce ‘Wines, Meﬁ and Hegars,  The table will ol
be suppliod with nll the delioncies of the season,
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Grove Hotelad from D&H directory (1890). Ad says hotel
sleeps 50.



The Grove Hotel about 1895. Fryer's brick house to the left; shoemaker sign in front of brick house basement.

Hotel which was situated at the southwest corner of his
Voorheesville farm, he himself ran the hotel business on
only several occasions and only for several years at a
time. The bulk of his energies was put into a large farm
in Voorheesville and a second on the Clipp. Later in life
other business concerns would vie for his attention.
The first proprietor of the Grove (via lease, that is)
seems to havebeen John Stafford who opencd the doors
about 1874 or 1875. Stafford was no novice to the hotel
business, having begun operation of the Union Hotel in
Altamont in 1869. He was perhaps persuaded by Fryer
to help him get the Grove off the ground or maybe saw
it as a second handsome business opportunity. After
Stafford, Danicl Wormer ran the hotel for a while, then
Fryer himself and in 1884, Solomon Sachs. Shortly after
Sachs’ tenure Morris Harris took his turn. Over the
years there would be several more owners in George
Hess, Thomas McGrath, J. C. Vines and C. W. Fick.
While the Harris House was indeed a quality hotel,
the Grove was on another plane altogether. The three-
story structure had at least 35 commodious rooms and
its appointed sleeping apartments (some hote] guides
say the Groveslept50) were considered to be among the
finest in the area. The well-arranged parlorsand sitting
rooms were enjoyed by boarders and travellers alike.
The service was considered to be first rate and yet the
ratcs were considered to be remarkably reasonable. The

hotel Blue Book for 1886 indicates that the cost of a room
was$1.50aday, guestshaving the optionof the American
or European plan.

The Grove received its name from the beautiful well-
kept grove situated in back of the hotel. This grove
became increasingly well known over the years and
was much sought after by church groups, business
associations, lodges and other social organizationsasa
place to hold their annual outings. When Harris ran the
Grove, as well as at other times, the grove and picnic
areafacilitiesin therear of the hotel were madeavailable
to groups free of charge.

In the midst of the grove was also a spacious dancing
platform that received frequent use by hotel patrons
and members of visiting social groups. There was a
bandstand and swings for young and old alike. In 1889
when Hess bought the hotel, he constructed a tennis
court for use by the hotel’s guests. Lawn tennis, in
addition to golf and polo, had been imported from
Britain in the 1870s and became increasingly popular
sources of recreation at both hotels and resorts in the
U.S. in the decades to follow.

Furtherbackin the grovea baseball diamond was laid
outon which the Voorheesville team competed against
teams from neighboring towns and cities. At one time a
race track had been built in the grove, its activities
attracting some of the most illustrious citizens in town.



In the late 1880s and early 1890s when baseball wasn’t
being played, the racetrack was the place to be on a
Saturday afternoon. Occasionally as many as 500 would
show up to see some of the area’s best horses.

The first track built behind the Grove seems to have
been started in the fall of 1885 under the auspices of
Frederick LaGrangea Voorheesville farmer. The arrival
of the track clearly started a my-horse-is-faster-than-
your-horse atmosphere because during the middle of
the following winter Dr. Oliver and Frank Bloomingdale
had already bet a box of cigars on the speed of their
respective horses. InJune 1886, the Voorheesville Driving
Association met at the Grove and elected Frederick
LaGrange president, Dr. Alden Oliver vice-president,
Frank Vosburgh secretary, Issac Pearl treasurer and
Morris Harris, who was running the hotel at the time,
the track’s manager.

Each spring the association would begin making the
track ready for racing and open it up to the public for
use. In 1887, for example, a trotting enthusiast could
buy a membership to the association which included
use of the track for the season. Sometimes the annual fee
was set at $5 and at other times was only $2.50. In the
spring of 1889 the trotting group was calling itself The
Sporting Association.

With the new association, the rivalry that existed
between Bloomingdaleand Oliver continued unabated.
Oliver saw the improved track as the perfect venue for
showecasing the trotterhehad bought in June in Columbia
County. Indeed upon his return he began claiming that
no horse in the area could match his new acquisition.
Oliver’s horse must have backed the doctor’s word and
encouraged Bloomingdale to look around for a faster
steed. Inthe following year Frank Bloomingdale spread
the word about town that hisnew horse, Prince, was the
fastest around. But it was Dr. Oliver who continued to
buy horses over the years and became known for his
appreciation of these animals. Later at the annual fairs
in Altamont he would bring his handsome steeds to
compete among the best in the area and win often
enough.

The races sponsored by the trotting association were
usually held weekly and seem to have been limited
mostly to the fall of the year. Generally the Driving
Association would have a party to celebrate opening
day. But when October rolled around in 1890, the
Association announced that this year’s opener would
be a blast. In addition to the running, trotting and
pacing races, patrons were offered a free clam bake to
boot. Throughout the afternoon music was provided by
the Voorheesville band, all for a 25 cents admission fee.
That was for the men. Women were admitted free as
they were at many events at that time.

The Association had advertised a larger-than-usual
opening day celebration that year because there was
competition at the other end of the village. In the spring
of that yeara second track had been builtjust west of the
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village by Alden McMillen on his farm. The new track
could have been the result of a squabble among some of
theracing enthusiasts or it might have been built so that
people might be further away from the drinking that
went on at the hotel adjoining the track. McMillen’s
track most likely didn't last long,.

By August 1892 there was talk of another track being
built in the village also on the land of Conrad Fryer, a
track with more substance than its predecessors. A
number of citizens wanted the new track to serve as the
basis of the Albany County fairgrounds. The proposal
for the new track was made in response to a meeting
that had been held in Altamont the month before to
discuss building a fairground in that village. By mid-
September, a large number of Voorheesville residents
gathered at the hotel to talk about turning a piece of the
Fryer farm into the new fairgrounds. But the talk went
to naught as the fairgrounds went to neighboring
Altamont. That village hosted the fair for the first time
the following year (1893). The fair was the first major
event sponsored by The Altamont Driving Park and
Fair Association.

Partially smarting from their loss of the fairgrounds
to their neighbors in Altamont, a number of
Voorheesville racing enthusiasts, perhaps Dr. Oliver
leading the charge, joined together to build a new track
anyway. When it was done, they remarked from time to
time how much better it was than Altamont’s.

But the Grove was not just the track. There were
baseball games and dances, picnics and the vaudeville-
typeentertainment that was offered at the HarrisHouse.
On various nights of the year, villagers and boarders at
the hotel might get to see Madame Celeste doing her
bird and musical instrument imitations. They could
catch Howard’s Big Show or Doctor Gray’s Wonderful
Wondersor The GreatNew Orleans Show onthebaseball
grounds when the weather got warm.

The Grove, too, was used as a court room by the tax
collector who came there to sit as well. The hall was also
used for public meetings some of which were initiated
and chaired by Fryer himself.

4. Fryer Himself
onrad Fryer was basically a farmer
working two farms, his Voorheesville
tract and another on the Clipp. But he
also leased a hotel and at various times
initiated a host of other businesses. Some of these were
housed in a large brick building he had erected next to
the hotelin 1892. Hereand in buildingsin theback of the
hotel he sponsored blacksmiths, shoemakers, basket
makers and coopers. At one time he had six coopers
working for him making barrels.! He also ran a butcher
shop, a grocery and a livery stable behind the hotel.



At the time the Presbyterian Church was being built
on Main Street, Fryer even began to build his own
church. While this was going on, the village
correspondent for the paper remarked that the village
needed more people like “Coon” Fryer who's building
his own church. At another time Fryer also began to
develop a vineyard and he was as well a landlord
owning a number of houses in what was then called
“Theltalian Quarter.” One of hisincome properties was
also referred to as the “House of all Nationalities.”

In addition to being involved with these varied
enterprises, Fryer also had the distinction of being the
most colorful and seemingly the most contentious of
village residents.? At the very least more was said about
him in the weekly paper over time than about any other
resident and for good reason. Fryer personified one of
the two personalities Voorheesville had at the time. As
Voorheesville wasgoing throughits great growth period,
the village seemed to have two distinct and sometimes
conflicting personalities. On the one hand there was a
more serious business side as reflected in the lives of
William Swift, Frank Bloomingdale and the Cummings
brothers. At the same time there was a free-spirited or

Harrison Fryer, Conrad’s oldest son, and wife Jennie in
theirlateryears (circa1941). Harrison and his brother Ira
helped Conrad manage hotel affairs from time to time.
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carefreeside asreflected in thelives of Conrad Fryer, Ed
O’Brien and even T. C. White.

Whether this characterization of Fryer (and the village
for that matter) is valid or not, on the surface Conrad
Fryer seems to have been involved in more squabbles
than anyone else. Even when village residents made
their first attempt to incorporate in 1892, Conrad Fryer
was among those who began an anti-incorporation
move and halted the village's activities in this direction
for nearly seven years.

Regardless of what Fryer was involved in, he was a
man who spoke his mind and spoke it directly and
often. Often enough and directly enough that he found
himself in court more times than he cared for.

For example, in December 1885 E. Wood was driving
over the road (basically Grove Street) leading through
Fryer’s gravel pit (part of the land that later became the
site of the Empire Cider and Vinegar Company). Fryer
caught Wood's horse by the head and told Wood he
couldn’t use the road. Wood, not wanting to get into
anything, jumped down from his wagon and left Fryer
standing there holding the horse by the halter. After
tying the horse to afence for several hours, Fryer finally
took it to Wood’s house. But the situation was not over,
for several days later Fryer was arrested on a warrant
issued by Justice Couse of Bethlehem. The next month,
when Fryer appeared in court and the case was heard,
the judge found him guilty. He was fined $10.

Perhaps the biggest wrangle Fryer became involved
in during his lifetime was a suit brought against him by
the Kilmer Wire Co. In late winter 1886, Kilmer had
shown an interest in starting a plant in Voorheesville.
Cyrenus Wormer had purchased 29 acres for the firm
situated on the northern edge of the village. But when
the company could not get the right of a water course,
they made the decision to locate in Newburgh.

The water course in question was most likely the
Mudd Creek, a small creek that flowed from the Kilmer
property under North Main Street and onto Fryer’s
land. There was considerable ill will toward Fryer on
the part of many residents when the company was
turned away because at that time, many of the men in
the village were finding it difficult to get more than two
days work each week.

But the community’s ire was only half of Fryer's
problem. In June of ‘86 the Kilmer Wire Company let
Fryerknow that they were bringing suit against him for
the sum of $20,000 for making false statements about
them. Nor did Kilmer back down, for the legal contest
continued into the following year. In March,
representatives from Kilmer met with Fryer and settled
outofcourt. However, it'snotknown what the conditions
of the settlement were.

Fryer found himself in court on numerous other
occasionsin contests over wagesand on other occasions
for slander. In the slander suits by Albert Klage and
William Swift, Klage was awarded $101 in a trial in
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Clarksville and Swift was awarded $500 at a circuit
court hearing. When Morris Harris left the Grove and
Fryer leased the hotel to George Hess in April 1888,
Fryer himself initiated a suit claiming ownership of the
furniture that Harris sold to Hess. A jury trial was held
in the court of Justice Osborne in Altamont in which
Harris and Hess also appeared.

What's most interesting about this case is how the
three hotel ownersmatched up vis-a-vis theirrespective
legal counsel. Harris had Smith O’Brien as his attorney.
Hess hired the noted Mr. Keyes from Oneonta to
represent him and Fryer had two heavies at his
side:Hiram Griggs, future mayor of Altamont, and
none other than the Hon. Alonzo B. Voorhees. How did
Fryer manage to muster such big names in his corner?
Clearly both Griggs and Voorhees must have had at the
least a modicum of respect for Fryer. In any event, after
four days of deliberation, the jury decided in favor of
Fryer. This was one of the few times Fryer seems to have
been successful in court.

For those not involved with Fryer in a suit, the legal
proceedings he became involved in sometimes took on
comic overtones. In June 1894 James McCulloch sued
Fryer for $65 in wages for tending bar. McCulloch hired
Smith O’Brien as his attorney and Fryer chose Abram
Relyea, a friend, a justice of the peace and former
deputy sheriff, as well as A.F. Mattice of Slingerlands.

The trial began about 10 in the morning and went
until9 thatnight whenit was adjoined until the following
Saturday. During the marathon session, it was said that
Coon and his two attorneys were getting the best of
O’Brien. O'Brien sought help. At about 3 p. m ,
reinforcements arrived for him in the persons of John D.
White of Altamont and Zeb Dyer, two noted attorneys.
Shortly after their arrival, a recess was called. Then
Mattice disappeared, and was said not to have been
seen in the village for some time afterward. Abram
Relyea and Coon then drafted S.J. Daring to take
Mattice’s place and the case proceeded again until nine
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in the evening when the trial was adjoined. On June 30,
1894 the jury returned a verdict of no course for action.

Fryer found his way into other squabbles but of a non-
legal nature. In August 1894, the Odd Fellows Hall had
arranged for their annual clam bake at the Grove but a
disagreement arose between Fryer and the holders of
the picnic over whether stands should be put up for the
occasion. Fryer would not givein, so the 2,000 picnickers
watched several trotting races on the track in back of the
Grove and then headed across the tracks to have their
clams and chicken and beer on Robert Coughtry’slawn
(the former Voorhees house).

By 1897 Fryer, after having finished a stint of running
the hotel for several years, had leased the business to
Thomas McGrath of Boston for a period of three years
at $75 per month. McGrath gave the hotel a new paint
job, wallpapered the interior, putin a new bar and built
a new track. Probably during this period the hotel
looked the best it had in all its years of existence.
Without a hotel business to worry about, Fryer was able
to concentrate on his farming, which he did for two
years. On a Tuesday in August 1899, after a day of
drawing oats, Fryer went to bed and never gotup again.
He died next to his wife at the age of 70. To a certain
extent he died in the same free-spirited way he had
lived: he left no will nor had he made any arrangements
for the disposition of his property.

Early the next year Peter Siver leased Fryer’s
Voorheesville farm. By 1909 the estate had been broken
up into 50 building lots and by March of the following
year the farm buildings, 50 acres of land, the Grove and
Fryer’s blacksmith shop were sold. His wife Margaret
(Mathias) Fryer, died April 1915, at the age of 84.

When speaking of hotels, picnics and related social
events, two other institutions need to be mentioned
here as well: Joslin’s Grove which was also used for
picnics and Nick Oliver’s hotel on Maple Avenue along
the Vly near the grammar school. Joslin’s Grove
(essentially today’s Orchard Park development) was



>mith’s Tavern on Maple Avenue. Formerly the Brook View Hotel and earlier than that Nick Oliver's Hotel.

sought after by groups wanting some distance from a
hotel-type atmosphere. Amorng these were temperance
groups such as the Women’s Christian Temperance
Union(WZTU) who held their picnics at Joslin’sCrove,
the Bay View Club and the Voorheesvil'e Grange.

As far as Nick Oliver’s hotel goes, not much is known
about it except that Oliver took in some boarders and
served fcod as well agspirituous beverage. It cleer v did
nothave the range and kinds of activities sponsorsd by
either the Grove Hotel or Harris House. Later, when it
wasrunbE.E. Albright, it wasknownas the Brookview
Hoteland still later inits history it became famous “or its

quality pizza.

5. The Eoarding House
hile the hotels in the village served as
excellent quarters for guests winter
and summer, the boarcing houses in
and aboutthevillage were themairstay
for the dozens upon dozens of guests who came during
the summear months. The boarding house was preferred
over the hotels by many who sought to czpture some of
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the quietude of the farm but without the chores
associated with fa-m life. However, on occasion sorye
d:d come t3 stay at one o the boarding houses as a
working gues:.

In most instances the boarding house was a slightly
mrodified fermhouse with a large parlor for guests t
congregate. Meals were generally eaten in common and
the menu was what the woman of the house prepared,
basically farm“are. Most of tae houses were situated just
dutsid> the vil.age limits _*hough several inside the
village had developed a fine reputation for quality.

One such boarding housz was run by Mrs. Mahula
Hoes twife of 5. V. R. Hoes) located in the originzl
Vaorhees house or the hill'at the end of Prospect Street.!
Mrs. Hoes wes said to have attracted many wealthy
Albanians from the time it opened about 1879 until her
deathin1894.Partof thisboarding house’s attractiveness
wasduetoits baing close to the depot so boarders couid
mnake :t to the trains without much fanfare. When a
3uest of some repute stayed at one of the houses in tha
village, such &s that operated by Mrs. Hoes, that fact
zravelled around the small village in no time via tha
grapevine. Vil'agers were proud to have a guest of somz
repute staying in their midsts.

Most of the boarding houses had a name, usually on2
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The original Voorhees house. Later a boarding house
owned by Stepher and Mahula Hoes and still later by
Charictte Cough’ry.

appropriate to its physical location. Frank Van Auken’s
houseonVan AukenRoad (later Crow Ridge Road) was
called the Valley View Farm, Silas Chesebro’s was
called Home Lawn Farm and William Relyea’s was
Mountain View because of its direct view of the
escarpment. William Relyea generally boarded the
largest number of guests each season sometimes as
many as 25 or 30. The number of guests at the houses of
Frank Van Auken and Silas Chesebro was usually not
far behind. For example, in 1900 Relyea had 25 guests,
Chesebro 20, Frank Van Auken and William Wormer
had 10 each and James Goodfellow had three.

But, in addition to the larger and more established
boarding houses, there were many others in the village.
In these latter instances, a family might take in one or
two guests for the season who would fit in with the
family’s routine. The family would not be in business
per se and therefore not be set up to wait upon their
guests in special ways. Running a boarding house was
afull-timeactivity. The proprietors were busy morning,
noon and night. They had to cook meals for the guests,
make the beds each day as well as convey those guests,

Frank Van Auken’s bearding house known as Valley View Farm. The house was located on Van Auken Road later changed
to Crow Ridge Road.
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SLINGERLANDS, N. Y.
Altitude, 214 feet. 7 miles from Albany. Fare zo cents.

HoMe LAwN HOTFL — Rufus Zelie, Prop. 1 block from station. Ac-
commodates so; adults $7 per week, children under 12 &, transient
$2 per day ; pleasant drives,

VOORHEESVILLE, N. Y.
Altitude, 326 feet. 11 miles from Albany. Fare 33 cents,
Stage, daily except Sunday, to New Salem (3 m., fare 25c.), Wolf

Hill (7 m., soc.).

FAIRVIEW FARM-HOUSE — Wm. A. Winnle, Proprietor, P. 0., New
Salern, N. V. 3 miles from station. Accommodates 20; adults $6
per week, children $4, transient $1 per day; modern improve.
ments ; good fishing and hunting; livery; located at foot of Hel-
derberg Mountains.

GROVE HOTEL—C, W, Fick, Proprietor. Opposite station; apply
for terms.

BROOKSIDE PLACE — Private Residence. Mrs. E. 8. McIntosh, Pro-
prietress, Clarksville, N. Y. 6miles from station. Accommodates
10; terms $5 per week ; special rates to families or for the season
well shaded lawn ; excellent water; fishing. Altitude 6oo feet.

VILLAGE HouUst —Mrs. A. Vanderpool, Proprietress, New Salem, N.
Y. Accommodates 5; pleasant, shaded village house at the foot
of the beautiful Helderberg mountains; 3 miles from station;
terms $s5.50 and §6 per week ; plenty of fresh milk, egys, etc.

VALLEY VIEW FArM —Frank Van Auken, Proprietor. 2 miles from
station ; on high ground; easy of access; pine grove and lawn;
lovely view of Helderberg mountains; pure dry air; 467 feet
above tide; large rooms. Accommodates 1z; terms $6 per week.

HoOME LAWN FARM ~S. W. Chesebro, Proprietor. 1 mile from sta-
tion. Accommodates 2o0; terms, $6 per week. Modern improve-
ments; livery.

MOUNTAIN VIEwW —Private residence. Wm. H. Relyea, Proprietor.
1 mile from Voorheesville; transportation free. Accommodsates
20; terms $6 per week, children §4; fishing, livery.

BENNETT'S HiLL FARM~— Mrs. W. H. Rowe, Proprietress, Clarks-
ville, Albany Co., N. Y. 6 miles from Voorheesville station Ac-
commodates 35: terms $s per week, $1 per day. High altitude.

BROOK VIEW FARM —M. Pitcher, Proprietor. 1% miles from sta-
tion. Accommodates 1o0; terms $s5 per week.

FarM HoOUSE— Mrs. E. F. Bernhole, Proprietress. 37 mile from sta.
tion. Terms, ndults §s, young children $u.350 per week, transients
$1 per day.
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Boarding house directory for Voorheesville area from
D&H's 1905 “A Summer Paradise’.

who continued to work in the city, back and forth from
the station. The host might also have to take guests to
the store for select items or shop for items guests
requested from time to time.

The bustle would begin about the middle of June
when the proprietors would start making all the
necessary preparations for the visitors. By theend of the
month, certainly by early July, the visitors would begin
to pourin for their summerinthecountry. Asmentioned,
some visitors preferred to rent a whole house for the
summer and fend for themselves. William Hotaling
rented his home in 1894 to a group from Albany and
thenmoved in with Myndert Blessing until the summer
was over. Another summer Leroy Schell did the same
but moved into the Harris House. The Leroy Schell
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family then went to the Adirondacks for their vacation,
visited by daddy on several weekends during the
summer.

Singleboarders came, oftentimes retired couplescame
and occasionally an entire family would come to stay
the summer or any part of it. Most of the visitors were
from the city, some from Albany, others from
Schenectady and occasionally some travelers came up
the Hudson from New York City. In some cases, when
an entire family came to stay the summer, the
breadwinner would continue to go to work each day.
He would board the train at the station each morning
heading for the city after a hearty country breakfast. In
the early evening, he would ridethe trainback, returning
to the vacation retreat for more respite and quiet.

Watching theseboarders getoff thetrainin theevening
wasa ten-year old newspaper boy named Arthur Gregg.
Gregg, the son of the Methodist minister (1897-1899)
used to tell how he waited for the “The Flyer” to arrive
each evening about4:30 with copies of the day’s Times-
Union. These he peddled around the village to homes
and in the taverns. Gregg recalled seeing at this time the
buggies of boarding house proprietors waiting at the
train station to convey their guests back to the house,
noting that: “Lateafternooneveryavailable space about
the depot and lower Main Street was crowded with
conveyances large and small.”

It’s not clear why, but something about the boarders
seems to have irked Gregg for he continues by saying
the waiting surreys came: “to carry pompous derby-
hatted papas to the arms of their families who all day
long had been gorging themselves on the rich home
cooking of the Frank Van Aukens, Isaiah Van Aukens,
the Dandy Hank Relyeas, the Odi Youngs.” 2

Recreation for boarders during the summer was quiet
and simple, oftentimes consisting of no more than several
hours sitting by a stream or having an afternoon picnic
orreadingbeneath theshade of a porch. Duringthe day,
some house guests might rent a horse and carriage and

The banks of the Viy Creek below La Grange Falls were
afavoritepicnichaunt formanyboardinghouseguests in
Voerheesville.
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Some part of the boarder’s day was spent writing wish-
you-we-e-here postcards to friends and relatives. Here
the writer announces a ball game betwee Veorheesville
and Delmar that’s not to be missed!

take a ride up the mountain. Dthers might go for a
nature walk ir. the woods or hike to the LaGrange Mill
Pond anc havea picnic or take a swim in the Vly below
the gorgeous falls. While the pace of work life hed been
speeded up by industrialization, when it came to
recreation, it was still the Victorian Age.

Howevzr,assummer progressed, thes2acivities could
become stale for some boarders who had grown
accustomed to a faster pace of li‘e in the city during the
rest of tha year.? A part of the work of each bcarding
house proprietor, therefore, was to sctedule activities
periodically for their guests’ enterizinment. This might
be sometaing as simple as en evening buggy ride to
some un2xplered area or a hay ride o hear the
Voorheesville band play. Or, if there was a cor.cert in
Slingerlands or Altamont, a h.os:might hitch up a team
of horses to a hay wagon and take his guests thare. As
might be expected, often the ride to anc from the event
was as enjoyable as the even: itself.

Some evenings William Kelyea would schedule a
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recital in the common parlor where his boarders would
gather to hear the performance. After dinner on a
Saturday Relyea periodically held a kite-flying contest
which his guests reveled in immensely. On one or two
weekends he might hold a clambake on the grounds of
his farm. This, of course, would include games and
races.

We have some sense of how appreciative Relyea’s
guests were of his efforts. On one occasion, when the
summer was drawing to a close, Relyea’s guests held a
little party for their host. During the get-together, the
guests presented Relyea with a hand-painted honey
plate, a fine whip for his buggy, and a decorated fruit
disk and cake plate, tokens of their appreciation.

During this era when the temperance movement was
strong, a major concern of many vacationers, when
selecting a place to stay, was whether alcohol was
served or even allowed in a given home. A significant
number of vacationers wanted no part of John
Barleycorn. Hence a special breed of boarding house
emerged known as the temperance house. One such
house was opened in the village by John Whitbeck in
1905. Like the hotels, many temperance housesreceived
guests year round. There was no drinking allowed, of
course, and meals and a room could be had for as little
as a dollar a day. It’s also likely that no alcohol was
allowed at the boarding houses run by other members
of the village such as the Van Auken family or Silas
Chesebro because of their religious affiliation.

All the while we have been talking about paying
vacationers but there was another kind of guest who
visited the country when the weather got hot, the
relatives from the city. When city temperatures reached
the unbearable point in July and August, many city
dwellers would take a ride to the country by horse and
carriage or by train either for a day’s outing or for a
weekend to look up their long forgotten “country
cousins.” At the same time, it was not uncommon for
nieces and nephews to spend their entire summer at
their uncle’s farm, helping out or providing
companionship to their cousins they saw infrequently,
if at all, during the school year.

As the 20th century rolled around, so did the
automobile and the country cousins began going places
themselves. The era of the tourist was beginning. In the
summer of 1901 an article appeared in the paper talking
about the merits of traveling to the city as a summer
tourist. This was indeed a turn of the tables because it
was the country that had been touted as the place to go
until that time. When the automobile arrived en masse,
there was no holding back the villagers from taking to
their touring or pleasure cars to see the rest of the world.
Ironically, the automobile which provided so much
pleasure and freedom for Voorheesville residents
provided the same opportunities for city folks. With
roads providing thousands of more options for travel
than thesingularly limited track, people sought vacation



spotsoff therailroad’s pathand the once-loved boarding
house vacation gradually became more and more an
anachronism.

6. Tourists Of The Boxcar Variety
f tramps were a problem during hard
times for towns along the railroad,
Voorheesville’s problems were doubled
because two roads passed through the
village. And because so many freights stopped at the
junction to drop off and pick up cars along the several
sidetracks, the village was made even more accessible
for visiting hoboes. Once the boxcars sat along the
sidetracks, they became aninvitation to stay. From time
to time the settled-in hoboes would venture for a walk
along the quiet streets of the village.

When economicrecessions occurred and finding work
became a problem, the number of “boxcar tourists,” as
some villagers called thehoboes, increased significantly.
Indeed, for some, the hobo became a burden or at least
a constant annoyance. Occasionally this annoyance

would beexpressed by a Voorheesvilleresident through
a letter to the editor or a short article in the paper. In a
July 1895 issue of the paper, an article appeared written
in a not-too-friendly tone toward the tramps. Tramps,
onesection of thearticle read, “should not be allowed to
loiter around even for a day, but should be fired off the
cars, fired out of town, refused a singlemouthful of food
or a night’s shelter and should be arrested and sent to
work and compelled to it by the lash if necessary.”

Certainly harsh words, but for a small village the size
of Voorheesville somewhat understandable. First of al],
along the tracks the hoboes would set up encampments.
Sometimes a good dozen such encampments might be
found. Arthur Gregg says that toward the end of the
century from 10 to 15 lighted campfires could be seen
along the West Shore tracks from the depot to the upper
crossing. These encampments often included a shack or
shanty which the hoboes built for protection from the
elements.

When hungry and without food, many of the hoboes
would oftentimes venture up Voorheesville Avenue to
ask fora meal at one of the church parsonages or village
homes, sometimesin exchange for work. Arthur Gregg,
says that it was not uncommon for six or seven hoboes

The village park adjacent to the railroad station gave the entrance to Voorheesville an appealing look — to boxcar tourists
as well, The park was used by children to play ball games.
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Dr. JOSLIN/
Physician & Surgeon,

VoormresviLLe, N. Y.

Offioe Hours: 6-104. 2, 1-8,7-8P K

JOHN RYA LI.
Justice of the Peaoe.

Partioular attention given to the drawing
of Deads, Mortpager, Touses, Rills of Hale
ote, Bianks constantly on band, Terms
reasouable,  Officn and poat office rddress,

VOORHEESVILLE, N. Y.

Stephen J. Daring,
EPTORNET & COUNSELOR A? Lﬂ

Yoorheesvilie, -
OFPICHE 4T ¢0 TWEDLLE WINLDING, ALRAWT, N, ¥,
Bvery Eind of iegal business giver prompt snd

oflelout attontion, Terma reasonably,
| Notury Public,
i

Fire fusuranee,

When things got out of hand in thevillage, oftentimes the
services of John Ryall, Fisher Joslin or Stephen Daring
were sought,

to beg a meal at the parsonage then located at 8
Voorheesville Avenue. Gregg said his father always
kept a load of wood on hand that needed splitting.

When the weather got exceedingly cold, some of
these boxcar tourists would seek refuge in one of Frank
Bloomingdale’s several hay barns along the track. As
mentioned earlier, on more than a number of occasions,
fires lighted by the tramps to warm themselves would
get the hay going and a fire was in full progress. Often
enough the result was 60 or 70 tons of hay or straw
literally gone up in smoke.

As is clear from the newspaper article mentioned
above, there were times when the villagers would have
their fill of the tramps walking through the village
streets or loitering at its perimeter. Occasionally a
roundup of the uninvited guests was called for. Those
caught would be brought before the justice of the peace
or put on the next train going out of town what was
referred to as “boxcar justice.” In May 1897, one such
roundup occurred when a large group of residents
started out on a Monday evening beating the bushes
around the trackslooking for tramps. The group rounded
up five and brought them before the justice of the peace.
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Two were discharged and the remaining three, John
Ryan, George Choffin and William Copes, were sent to
the county jail for 15 days each. The paper reported that
Choffin and Copes were Black.

Perhaps what bothered villagers about the tramps
most were the acts of petty pilfering they engaged in
from time to time forcing residents to always have to be
on the alert. When Cary Bradt was painting his house in
the village during the summer of 1894, he took off his
vest and laid it down with his gold watch in the pocket.
In the meantime a hobo came along and asked Mrs.
Bradt (Frank Bloomingdale’s sister) for something to
eat. She went inside to prepare something but when she
returned with the food, the tramp had disappeared.
About two hours later, when Bradt had finished his
painting joband put his vestback on, hediscovered that
his watch was missing.

Fromtime to time, a hobo would require the assistance
of one of the physiciansin the village when theirattempts
toboard orleave a train were misdirected. Occasionally
poor judgement resulted in the loss of an arm or leg so
that the attending physician might even have to
accompany the unasked for patient to the hospitalin the
city. At other times a tramp, trying to jump a moving
freight, might not be so fortunate, fall flat under the
train and be crushed to death.

7. A Few Inhospitable Moments
he story of Cary Bradt's pilfered watch,
allegedly by a hobo, suggests that all
wasnot calmand serenein Gothamatall
times. Indeed there were more than
enough occasions when disorderly and even criminal
conduct made its way into the social life of the
community. Some of these acts wereregarded as simply
annoying while others required serious attention from
the constable and justice of the peace.

Jacob Jacobson thought the constable warranted a call
because of an incident he was involved in at a joint
Patrons of Industry and Farmer’s league picnic in
September 1897. Jacobson got involved in a shell game
with two men who managed to grab his pocketbook
which contained $60. The two con artists, John Hanlon
and William Thompson, jumped an ongoing freight
and beatitoutof town. Jacobson immediately informed
the sheriff who telegraphed ahead a description of the
men. The men were tracked down and brought back to
Voorheesville for a hearing. Jacobson retrieved the
money he was swindled out of.

A similar kind of railroad getaway was orchestrated
on another occasion by Luke White a railroad worker
who was a boarder at the Grove Hotel. White checked
out of the hotel somewhat surreptitiously onemorning,
failing to pay his bill of $21. Information about White's



description was telegraphed to Schenectady. There he
was apprehended by city authorities shortly after.

There were other instances of criminal conduct. One
night an unknown person shot a bullet through the
window of Thomas Bewsher’s store. No one was in the
store and no one was hurt but Bewsher puta $5 reward
for information leading to the culprit.

On another occasion in the fall of 1897, burglars
unsuccessfully tried to blow the safe in Frank
Bloomingdale’s office.

In the fall of 1902 there was a brief flurry of speed
racing up and down Main Street. In one case, Frank
Bent, from the southern part of town, got drunk and
rode through the street under the crack of the whip.
Constable Tygert went into the street and hailed Bent
down. He put his horse in the stable and then brought
Bent before Justice Ryall who committed him to jail to
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sober up. The following day Bent pleaded guilty and
was fined $3. Villagers were concerned because it was
the second offense of its kind within a week.

At other times, gambling was seen as a problem. In
1909 a complaint had been made to the authorities that
a gambling joint had been set up in the village. The
existence of the parlor was reported in the papers and
no more was heard about it afterward.

There were other occasions of rowdy behavior that
some citizens found disconcerting. Sometimes this
included tremendousfistfightsin thestreet. Atdifferent
times in the village’s history, these fights seemed part
and parcel of its ongoing atmosphere.

And as far as disorderly conduct went, there were
times when George Hotaling, George Taylor or Ed
Hotaling, truant officers at different times, showed up
to look for students playing hookey.



“The first school I went to was in
Voorheesville and it was located right
on thisspot but it was only three rooms.
This building wasn't here at all and
when I was in first and second grade
we had a seat where 2 or 3 would sit on
the same row and our desks were
attached. We didn’t have any inside
plumbing—we had outside toilets and
we had to get water from a pail and all
used the same dipper.”

— Gertrude Smith
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CHAPTER FIVE

A Note on Provisions

1. Groceries and Meats

tthe time Voorheesville wasfinally ready

to incorporate in 1899, its population

had increased to nearly 500, more than

triple what it had been 15 years earlier.
Asthepopulationof the village grew, so did thenumber
of outlets for food, fuel, ice and other basic supplies
residentsneeded for everyday sustenance. In1854 when
the Reids operated their tavern along the Indian Ladder
Road (Altamont Road), there wasonly one general store
in the village, that of the Stalker family situated on
Maple Avenue. By 1866 the Stalker store was no longer
in existence and the Reids had transformed their tavern
into a general store, the only general store in the vicinity
of the village. In 1870 Peter Wormer opened a store at
the foot of Main Street across from the railroad depot
and the villagehad two stores operating simultaneously.
Clearly a sign of growth.

During this early Voorheesville era (1860s and
1870s)generally only one or at the most two grocery or
general stores were in operation ata given time. Clearly
this was sufficient for a village the size of Voorheesville
at that time. But by 1890 when the cider factory was

ready to open, it was as if an explosion had occurred.
There were four grocery stores in operation. However,
wemightadd that this was more the exception, the rule
during most of that decade and the next being three
grocery stores in operation at one time.

In 1890 Abram LaGrange had one of the four stores.
This he had operated since 1877 and would continue to
operate until his death in February 1894. A second store
was operated by John Wands who had taken over the
business from his son-in-law, William Swift, in 1888.
Wands's store was thelargestand seems to have had the
widest selection of grocery items.!

Rufus Flansburgh was the third grocer, operating the
store he had built at the top of Main Street the year
before. Later this would become Levi Wood's store?
The fourth store in 1890 was run by Conrad Fryer. In
April 1890 Fryer, who, as we have seen, was forever
thickening the life plot of the village, had reopened the
grocery store he had operated earlier. Fryer’sinterest in
the grocery business would come and go and his store
would follow suit.

Several yearsafter Thomas Bewshersold hishardware

3
=

Thomas Bewsher's grocery store on Main Street was situated between present day laundermat and Crannell’s lumber. By this
time Gilbert had taken over feed and grain business from Schell. The first location of the Odd Fellows Lodge.
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tHow Much Could You Save by
Selecting Your Food More¢ Carefully?

About one-hall the family income is spent for
eatables. Every time you heverto throw away
food because you cannot eat it or don’t like ity
you are throwing away money. People who buy
“our kind” of groceries don’t need to do this.
Everything we well comes to you good and fresh
3nd i gusranteed to be pure and wholesome; also
the price is right. Try us and see.

Don't Skip a Word

OR YOU MAY

Sip Dollar

New ideas are to work here.
|Hammers and saws are to
|work here cutting and fixing
lup bargains and prices that
must suit everybody.  We
can’t change the government
ouly once in four years, but we
change Qur Bargains all the
while. We look to quality
first of all.  Nothing low
grade no matter what the
pn'-e We aim to give you
every advantage, that know-
ing what to buy and when to
buy and taking large and
small quantities, brings to us.

Let us Look the Matter up Right Here!

sad Gensral Merchandise.

VOORHEESVILLE, N. Y.

Standard Granlated Sugar, - 4clb

Columbia A. Sngar, - - +3c1b

White Extra C. Sugar, - - 4clb

—— = s e — Reck Candy syrap. - - T0c gal
Maple Syrop, - - - $1.00gal

Mixed Candies, - 16c¢1b, 3 1bs for 25¢

Bananas, - - - - 20c doz

! Flaride Oranges, - - 35¢ doz

Lemons, B - - 20cdoz

Hams, New Qmoked - - 12¢1b

——————— | Full Cream Cheese, - - 12¢ 1b

Backwheut and Clover Heney.12¢, 15¢1b

Finds me doing business as before at the same f:‘g‘: Datesy 12 - »xit

place, thanking my patrons for pist favors I would ask Coufectioners PowdSugnr < bec }b
o e, Sugar, - - - Tclo

& continuance of the sarme. I am in a better position f‘&gﬁfﬂlﬁ;ﬂﬂ‘ .o . el
New California Prunes, large, 8 lo

to do business than last yeur Laving added more goods
to my stock aund havinz learned the cluss of goods
which give the b-st satisfaction, T am prepared to supply

the best trade at lowest prices, which you will find to
Yyour satisfaction if you will call at my store where you
will find & full line chotce groceries of the most popular
brands. A full line of
Dry Goods and Notions, Boots, Shoes snd
Rubber guods, Sait and Fish, Fruits, Nuts,
Candies, Drugs and Patent Medicine.
Also & new line Wall Paper from 8 to 12}

f per roll. It is fine. c1ll and see it.
¢

R. G. Baéley,

Licensed Bruggist, ~ *" " Opp. Union Station.
Voorheesville, N. Y.

OO C OO POOPEP €000 GG4000S

j
Asample of ads forvillage

grocery stores from 1895
(Wand's) to 1909 (Fryer’s).
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Ford Dates, - . - < &b

Figs, - - - - - 2clb
Confectioners Pow’'d Sugar, - Giclb
Cut Loaf Sngar, . - - Tele
4 Crown Raisins, = - « %

New California Prunes, large, gclb
Grourd Pepper. Ciunanion, Allspice,

Ginger, and Mustard, - 20¢ 1b
Ground Cioves, - - - 2clb
Nutmegs, - - icoz
Cleveland Baking Pawder, - 4clb
Davis O. K. Baking Powder, 2clb
OurOwn Brand, - - - 92clb
Diamond Condensed Mxlk 2 cans 25¢

'3 Caps Corn, - . 25¢
2 Cans Salmop, - - 25¢
A GGood Broou: for - 20c and 25¢

. Teas, Green, 20c, 25¢, 30c, 40c and 48¢ Ib
Uncolored Japan Tea, 45c &48c1b |,
English Breakfast Tea. (s fine one) 50c I

A No. 1 Prime Java Coffee, - 5¢
Java and Mocha, - - 8eclb
tio Cuffee. - - 25¢ 1h
YFrench Breakfast Coffee. - 22c1b
Riee, . - 5 1bs for 25¢
Port Rico Molasses, - 80c gal
New Orleans, inew crop) - 4%c gal
Drazil Nurs, - - 10c1h
Water White Oil, 130 test, - ¢ gal
! Beans, - - - 10c qt
Lard,” - - - 8 Ib

Our extracte, such a» Venilla, Lemon
and other flaveripg. are No. 1.

Then we come to our Shoe Depart-
ment. e can give you Men's Work-
ing Shoes, oil grain, closed front, at
[¥1.60. Beats any ¢2.00 Grain you ever
saw. Also 2 Men's English Cordovan
Shoe, for l‘x,ht wear, good valueat $4.00, '
our price, $2.25, A Meu's Seal (iruin at
$1.50, worth €2 00.  Boys® School Shoes
at $1.25.  Bovs' Fine Sunday Shoe, for
$1.50, They are stvlish and well made.
Now comes Wowen's Shoss. A Daudy
Alpine Kid Shoe, ryuare toe, all sizes,
up to date shoe. resl valne §3.00, our
price £1.00, also one that is of Dongolla
mode, fancy for Sunday wear, §1.60.
, real value, §2.25.  We have eversthing

in shoes for Men, Women and Children. '

A big assortment of New Designa in
Calico just received at ¢+ Low Figure.
Give ns a Trial and we will convince
you that we are correct.

J.B.Wands & Son,

THE HUSTLERS

Of Yoorheesviile.

'NEW COODS !

| NEWSTYLES!

'NEW COLORS!
NEW PRICES!

‘We are prepared to show you the hr—'
gest variety of samples of Weall Paper
this side of New York, at sstonishing
low prices. In three duys notice we can
supply all. Comse and select your paper.

L. WooD & €0,

: YOORHRESYILIE, §. 1.




Peter Bockhouse, a German immigrant who became a
UL, citizen in 1892, served asvillage shoemaker for close
to a half century,

store to the Joslin Brothers, he too opened a grocery
store which was situated next to Leroy Schell’s (later
Gilbzrt’s) feed and grain store. Bewsher’s store, which
offered a general line of groceries, seems to have been
the lzast inviting of all those in the village.?

The village grocery stores were complemented by a
number of meat markets which were run separately
from the grocery business. While there was a good
amo:nt of turnover in ownership of the grocery stores
in the village, the butchers seemed to go in and out of
busiress like the proverbial fiddler’s elbow, from this
site to that and then onto another. Among the earliest
butc-ers serving the village was John Livingston, who
had opened a meat and oyster market toward theend of
1885 = About the same time E.R. Wormer and Son also
had a meat market. Butin 1886 they sold the business to
Robe-t Wands and Jacob Markle. However, in three
mon:hs Wormer was back in business.

Daniel Albright seems to have had the greatest
longevity as a butcher in the village but he too had a
checkered career. First he was at one location in the
early 1890s, then he moved to another. By 1904 he was
work ng for a trucking firm in Albany but, shortly
afterward, he returned to the village to reopen another
meat market.

While those in the butcher trade seemed to have the
leastlongevity whenitcame tolength of stay inbusiness,
it is worth noting that during this era, it was not
uncommon for people to work at a number of different
occurations during their lifetime. Moreover, as we saw
with Frank Bloomingdale or Conrad Fryer, a person
migh* have one main occupation or business and then
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Notice this!

NEW SHOE STORE.

Just opened oo Main Street.
Larce assoriment of men's,
ladics’ and children’s shoes.
All size of rubbers. |

Will repair rips and cracks
free of charge om wmy sale

"P. BOCKHOUSE

Veorhessville, N. Y.

:

generate several satellite business ventures. Al Borst,
who had opened the first restaurant in the village, first
studied to be a doctor, then he worked with John Tygert
in his milk business, occasionally he speculated, he was
alsoinvolved in the canning factory and then he opened
his restaurant. John Tygert himself was involved in a
number of different trades or businesses.

We might also add here that, while in the late 20th
century such changes in work are looked upon as a
character flaw, a century earlier the notion of having a
fixed career and sticking to it for the remainder of one’s
life was not as rigid as today. To some extent life was
more fluid and experimental. If something didn’t work
out, something else was tried.

For example, in the spring of 1899 Henry Bockhouse,
the brother of Peter Bockhouse, the village shoemaker,
moved to the village from Troy to open a meat market.
The Trojan mostlikely came in response to an invitation
from his brother, having been told of all the possibilities
the growing village had to offer. When Henry arrived,
the two brothers, immigrants from Germany, purchased
ahorseand wagon and began peddling beef throughout
the countryside, perhaps going even as far as New
Salem and up the mountain.

But for some reason Henry didn’t find his life in the
village as rewarding as expected. By December his
attempt at rural living was through; he was on his way
back to Troy leaving his brother Peter with both a meat
market and shoemaker’s business to care for. Within
two weeks, however, the cobbler sold the meat market
to Oscar Ferguson and concentrated on his shoes.

To add to the meat and oyster trade in the village,



fromtimeto timea fishbusiness emerged. Thismightbe
a fish market or a peddler who traveled through the
streets peddling fish from house to house by horse and
wagon. In April 1904 Nick Oliver, after he had opened
ahotelinthevillage,added afishiarketonthe premises.
Periodically Oliver would pack the fish in ice and
peddle up and down the roads making his presence
known through a peddler’s call. Several years before
the Oliver venture, a fish peddler by the name of Jones,
travelled through the village streets shouting from his
wagon: “Fruit, Vegetables, Fish! Here They Go!”

Whenever anyone did open a meatmarket, they were
certain to make oysters a prominent part of their trade.
This was an era of oyster mania. In cities, the oyster bar
had become a part of everyday life and when a party or
picnic was held in Voorheesville, oysters were usually
anintegral part of the menu. It was not uncommon for
the paper, whenreporting an outing or picnic, to tell just
how many oysters had been eaten on the occasion.
People couldn’t get their lips on the shelled beings fast
enough. It was said that the oyster express trains from
Baltimore beat the government mail trains in speed to
their destinations.®

2. Bread and Lunch

or many villagersin the thick of late 19th

centurylife, itmusthave seemed strange

that there waslessand less time to do the

ordinary things that used to get done.

It’s commonplace to suggest that industrialization had
speeded up the pace of life but there were consequences
to this speeding up that were serious. Increasingly
people began to rely on the purchase of many of the
services and goods they once did or made for
themselves.! This included not only education but the
taking care of roads and household activities such as
baking, as is evident from the number of bakeries that
sprung up at this time. While most housewives
continued to make their own bread well into the 20th
century, an increasing number chose or had to buy
bread from a baker or at the grocer’s. It was only a
matter of time before Voorheesville had its first bakery.
That came in the winter of 1894. Altamont had had a
bakery since July 1889 and Clarksville had its Wright's
Celebrated Bread as well. Inlate 1893 T.C. White (the T.
C. standing for Theophilus Civil) thought a bakery
would go. Heordered an oven whicharrived inJanuary
1894. The oven was set up in the basement of Ed
O’Brien’s house next door to White’s on Maple Avenue
and the bakery was ready. White, however, was an
entrepreneur of sorts, nota baker, so thatin February, to
help getthingsunderway, he hired a baker from Albany.
Villagers agreed that the new baker made very fine
bread. White’s sons, Ira and John, loaded the fresh-
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baked bread into wicker-type baskets and went door to
door in the village to deliver the loaves that had been
ordered.

But the new bakery under White’s direction was
short-lived. In March 1894, T. C. or “Orf”, as he was
better known, had an altercation with his baker and
subsequently fired him. Without the skill to carry on
himself, White looked to sell the business. In August he
found a buyer in his neighbor Henry Bell. Bell did well
with his new enterprise, in fact expanded the business,
so that it was still going strong as the century neared its
end. Surely open for debate is whether the product of
the Voorheesville ovens was ever able to match the
popular Wright’s Celebrated Clarksville Bread.

Workers in the village and travelers getting off the
trains at the depot were interested in something more
substantial than bread to eat. After the Grove Hotel was
builtin the mid 1870s, anyone who arrived in the vill age
by horse or via the railroad and wanted something to
eat could stop at the hotel and repast atits dining room.
Before that time a traveler might walk or go by buggy to
Reid’stavernorperhaps grababiteat Wormer’s grocery
store. But after the railroad was in full swing, a traveler
desiring something quick and less elaborate than the
fare at the hotel had no real option. Thatis, until Albert
Borst leased property from the railroad in February
1892 and made preparations to open a restaurant near
the depot. After advertising his new venture in the
Farlin News-Letter, Borst opened thedoors to welcome
his first patrons on a Saturday in April 1892,

In addition to serving a regular menu of food at his
restaurant, Borst also served ice cream during the
summer months. During warm weather villagers would
flock to his ice cream stand to taste Borst's homemade
product. And when the fair rolled around, some years
Borst would travel to Altamontand set up a booth to sell
clams and oysters to the many fairgoers.

For travelers on the railroad, the restaurant or lunch
counter at or near the depot was the fast food outlet of
its day. Lunch counters became prevalent in or around
train stations during this era. Cartoon posters depicted
travelers gulping down their food to make their
scheduled train on time. In April 1896 travelers and
residents of Voorheesvillealike rejoiced for notonly did
Borst revamp his eatery but was now prepared to serve
lunch and at all hours of the day!? For some reason
during the fall of 1897 Borst spoke about giving up his
business altogether but in 1898 he was still not only in
business but had added a news stand to his restaurant.

He also continued with hisice cream. In the spring of
1900, Borst opened what seems to have been a second
ice cream parlor in one of the small rooms of the Joslin
flat iron building adjoining the hardware store. About
the same time T.C. White also opened a soda fountain
store next to the Harris House. Perhaps White bought
out Borst's ice cream parlor the next year or so, for in
1902 White was running two ice cream parlors in the



THE KING OF ALL

Albany Ice Cream Company

Makers of High-Grade Cream and Sherbets
Fancy Moulds and Bricks a Specialty

Party Orders Solicited

Our Local Agent T C. WHITE, Will Supply You

T. C. White's ice cream parlor and news stand was located at the foot of Main Street directly north of the Harris House.

village. The ice cream parlour business was seasonal, 50
those set up just for the warmer months would be closed
by the middle of October. However, White kept an ice
cream store and newsstand next to the Harris House
until he died in the early 1930s. At one pointit was also
possible to buy a train ticket at his newsstand. Many
observers of Dutch culture in the Hudson-Mohawk
region comment on how Dutch continued to be spoken
in some of its areas well into the twentieth century.
White was one of those who knew and did speak Dutch
at times.
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3. The Village Milk Route
ot only did White and Borst have to buy
N milk to prepare their homemade ice
cream but so did all village residents

who had severed their immediate

connections with the farm. At one time, of course,
nearly every farm family provided for at least its own
supply of milk. Those who did not, traded with a
neighbor or purchased milk at the general store. Here
customers brought their own bucket and ladled out a
portion of milk from the large metal cans the milk was
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Hoffmeister's Ice Cream Parlor (1928) at the correrof Center and Main Street. Criginally th= sight of Dzniel Albright's Meat
Market. In front of store (I te 1): Hoffmeister, Bully Flansbzrgh Gladys Flansburgh and McLarey. Sha¥er store to right.

transported in by the farmer. Farmers also brought
butter to the storeinlargewooden tubsorin two-poung
loaves. To keep a steady supply of butter on hand tre
groceryman also traded farmers those goods whic- the
farmer could not make himself such as tcas, ccifee.
sugar, materials for clothing and shoes and hats.

The first mention of a regu”ar milk route in the viage
is found in an April 1888 edition of the pape=. John F.
Tygert, after he had left the Fay and straw anc then the
lumber business, decided to develop a door-to~Zocr
milk route. Tygert at the tim2 was offering f-esh Jcrsey
milk at five cents a quart. Customers along -he route
would lcave a pail on the porch and the cairvmar
would ladle out a quantity from one of the lerge milk
cans in the wagon. While this method migh: secemr
quaint, onoccasionitpresented serioushealth. preblems.
for diseases could easily be passed along through the
milk.!

In addition to his house-to-house sales, Tygert alsc
sold milk to the village storekeepers. At timzs th:e
included dropping off a large can of buftermilk &
Matthias’ store in the villagz on a Saturday morning
Word quickly went about that the buttermilk wes
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available and before dzy’s end tt 2 contents of the can
‘»ould be gone.

Tygert, however, always scemred restless when it
came to business. Not enly did his village milk business
come on the heels of h:s two formar business ventures
but, by the end of Agril, he was planning to open a
butter and milk business in the c:ty of Albany. Tygert
announced taat the prcducts for h s new store would be
furnished by the newly estab’ished creamery at
Altamont.

When the Altamont creamery opened toward the end
of April 1883, it became a source of milk and butter

To the Peopile of Voorheesville,

We woald be pleased o have you give

our milk ¢ fuir trial 2s we gusramtes it

to be parc and ciesn and are ready to

bave it teated by the highest authority.
C. Womwez,

Cyrenus Wormer's ad letting residents know he was
beginning a milk route {April 1898).



products for those who wanted to peddle milk door to
door. What deserves some attention is the ad vertising it
used when it first opened, for it reveals the basic reason
housewives were given at the time to abandon doing
things for themselves and to buy market-produced
products. More often than not the reason offered was
freedom from daily drudgery, as the Altamont ad read:
“We congratulate good housewives who will be relieved
from all the drudgery of buttermaking.” With the
machine age in full force, people generally were relying
on the machine to do their basic everyday drudgery
work. Housewives were hard]y the exceptionand those
who were selling products in the marketplace played
upon this point directly and constantly.

The creamery ad was not far off in another comment
it made in the line below, that the creamery would
finally help people get “rid of strong butter.” Making
good butter was an art and agricultural journals spent
considerable time offering suggestions to housewives
about procedures to follow for good results. Indeed

GEORGE M. BELL

- DNREEDETT OF n-

A merica’s Best Buff Wyandottes

WINNERS AT NEW YORK, BOSTON AND
ALL THE LEBADING SHOWS OF AMERICA

.y

EXHIBITION BIRDS A SPECIALTY

/yﬁ""’/"-!ﬂryﬁ../’(?)/ B/27/10

At the beginning of this century George Bell’s Wyandottes
were a source not only of pride forvillagers but fresh eggs
as well. Several decades earlier Conrad Fryer's flock
usually took the lead in area production, offering over
900 dozen eggs a year.
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The most demanding of all the village milkman's customers. Voorheesville's one room schoolhouse when it was New Scotland

School Number 10, Photo taken about 1890,

33



The Severson (formerly Terwilliger) farm. At far end of Vly Creek Pond, where large barn stands, is where Stonington Hill
Road runs into Salem Hills today. Pond was used as mill pond as early as 1787.

some areas were known for better butter and milk
products than others. The late Phil Pettinger, a one-time
Voorheesvilleresident, used to telthow his grandfather,
a Guilderland Center merchant, tested any butter he
was offered by a farmer in trade. Pettinger noted that his
grandfather would take out his pen knife and dig decp
into the center of the butter tub to see how much salt had
been added. If the butter was too strong the grocer
refused to takeitin trade, not wanting to hear comments
from his in-store customers. And customers tended to
be quite frank with the village grocer when the quality
of the merchandise sold was not up to par. In one
instance, a Voorheesville shopper got into an argument
with one of the grocery clerks and, as the paper
reported:“the lady used her hands to good effect.”

Voorheesville farmers did not give up on the
possibility of setting up acreamery of their own. Inearly
January 1896 a number of farmers held a meeting at the
Harris House to discuss the possibility of building a
creamery in the village but nothing ever came of the
proposal.

John Tygert, on the other hand, did get to open his
business in Albany. In May 1888 he leased rooms at 48
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Hudson Avenue and with the help of Albert Borst (this
was several years before he opened his restaurant) was
peddling milk and butter. By September of the same
year Tygert had picked up and moved into the city. But
notforlong. By 1891 he was outof themilk business and
on his way to New York to work with Frank
Bloomingdale’s brother in the hay and straw business
there.

It's unclear who took over Tygert's village milk
business but we do find Daniel Wormer in 1892 with a
new Moseley and Stoddard creamer and churn. Wormer
may have had a small butter and milk trade going at the
time. As the century drew to a close, the Terwilliger
farm, later to become the Severson farm on Maple
Avenue, became the main source of milk production. In
1898 James Crounse moved to that farm and carried on
a milk business for a time. Perhaps Cyrenus Wormer
wasworking with Crounse at the farm. Wormer himself
began his own milk route through the village in late
March 1898.

Intheearly 1900s Arthur Coughtry took over the milk
business on the Terwilliger farm. Coughtry lasted about
four years for in January 1904 he moved from there to



the Mrs. Edwin Wood farm and most likely out of the
milk business altogether. Coughtry was succeeded in
the milk business by the most famous and long-lasting
dairyman in the village, Philip Severson. On April 1,
1904, Severson leased the Terwilliger farm for three
years. In January 1908 Severson was sure he wanted to
stay and bought the farm from John Terwilliger for
$6,000. After theelder Seversondied, Clifford Severson,
his son, continued in the business for decades, well into
the 1950s. Not too long after, the farm was turned into
the Salem Hills housing development.

Shortly after the turn of the century the village was
finally to getits creamery. In March 1905, F. W. Bird was
makingbutterin the village and marketing his products
as far as Albany and Schenectady. Later, in 1909 Luke
Ostrander worked as a milkman.

Sometime before the spring of 1914, a milk depot had
been built in the village at the D&H crossing at Fowler
(Voorheesville) Avenue, for in June of that year notices
wereputupindicating that the depot was being repaired.
The milk depot was part of the business operations of
therailroad. It was a centralized place to which farmers
brought their milk, sold it to the railroad and received
payment each month from the railroad. The argument
offered to the farmers for bringing their milk to the
depot was that they no longer had to hunt down
customers, pay heavy express charges and run into
receivement-of-payment problems. Many farmersrelied
on it.

4. Ice, Coal and Lumber
efore electric refrigeration, the milk and
butter men faced the samemajor problem
as the homemaker: how to keep their
productsnotonly fresh but fromspoiling.
Ice was the savior. And the container to hold that savior
throughout most of the 19th century was the ice box,
with its characteristic drip pan below to catch the water.
In many instances the ice box was kept on the back
porch, enabling theice manto make hisdelivery without
bothering the housewife or traipsing through the house
in the warmer weather with a dripping block of ice.

A major concern of both residents and businessmen
each year was who would harvest the ice and when the
harvest would begin. Harvesting entailed cuttingice on
area ponds and streams and storing the harvest in the
available ice houses before winter faded. Shortly after
Christmas, those who were to harvest the ice that year
would begin to make plans for the harvest in late
January or February. During these two months when
temperatures were lowest, the ice was generally thicker
than at any other time. But even with the best of plans,
occasionally the weather made it impossible to begin
the harvest until early March. Regardless, toward the
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The Viy Creek was prized not only for its fine fishing and
swimming but for its ice supply as well.

end of December those who planned to harvest ice that
winter would begin making periodic testings to see
what xind of yield they could count on.

LaCrange’s mill pond a: the juncture of Krumkill and
Normanskill Roads was one of thebestand most reliable
sources of ice. The mill pond was 65 feetin diameterand
12 feez deep and always provided a plentiful supply. In
addition to the mill pond, the Black Creek, the Vly and
Tygert’s pond in Guilderland were equally valued as
sources of ice. Years later. when the Vly reservoir was
built, that too was used.

Gererally village businessmen took charge of
organizing the team of harvesters. A number of these
businessmen maintained ice houses from which area
residents were assured a steady supply of ice year
round. Therefore, in theea-ly 1890sit wasnot uncommon
to see William Swift,5.V.E.Hoes, Morris Harris, George
Hess {owner of the Grove Hotel), Frank Bloomingdale
and Thomas Bewsher among those gathering ice. Most
of these men had ice hcuses for business purposes.
Steph=n Hoes, for exampie, relied on the stored ice for
the bcarding house he and his wife ran.

Thenumber of ice housesin the village began to grow
in the early 1890s. Frank Bloomingdale built his in mid
January 1892 andin early January 1895 the Joslin Brothers
builtanice house adjacen* to the meat market they were



Crannell Brothers coal pocket which was built by Frank Bloomingdale in 1911,

renting 10 McDougal in their flat iron building. Seven
years later the Joslins eracted & second ice house, this
one locazed op posite tt.eir coal shed along the tracks. It
was probebly much larger than the first, the Joslins
announcing that thev would sell and deliver ice to
residents curing the summer months. There was also a
company ice house buil-benind the Presbyterian Church
on Main Street in Januarv 1893. The church trustees
would allow various resid2nts to lease the property for
a period cf time. In Janvary 1896, for example, the
church trustees ieased the ground to Flansburgh and
Tygert fcr the year for ore dollar.

As migh- be expected, ke thickness of the ice varied
from seascn to season according to weather conditions.
For examry_e, in 1890 the ice on the Vly had reached a
depth of orly five inckes while in 1898 it was a solid 12
inches. Ir. 1904 the ice at LaGrange’s reached 16 inches,
the tempe-atures tha: winter having plummeted to
minus 26 ¢ 2grees.

Theharvest was usualy finished in a couple of weeks
dependir g on the weather and the thickness of the ice.
In 1890 tre then propr-etcr of the Grove Hotel, George
Hess, had t» take seven 1oacs of ice from the Vly near the
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WSRR bridge. Hess had to take more loads than usual
because theice that year had reached a thickness of only
five inches.

The harvesters tried to work fast when the weather
was right in order to avoid getting caught in a snow
storm. However, sometimes the best plans went awry.
In January 1906 James Smith had built a dam across the
Vly in the back of Mrs. Washburn’s on Maple Avenue.
Morris Harris began to cut ice there, but during the
week 20 inches of snow fell and settled on the creeks,
making it not only difficult but dangerous to continue
harvesting.

Before the steam engine was developed, ice was cut
by hand with a saw. Later when the steam engine was
available, the saw was driven by a steam engine drawn
along by a team of horses. The ice was cut into blocks,
sometimes weighing 300 pounds each. These were
loaded onto a flat sleigh and brought to the various ice
houses around the village. Occasionally the ice would
give way beneath the weight of the horse and the horse
would go in. Ice crews had emergency strategies for
getting the horse out before it froze. They pulled tight
on a choke rope that was kept around the horse’s neck



Williars Winslow Crannell and Willia=n Winslow Crannell Jr., aka ‘Chappy’, (leaning against truck) at ummberyard on North
Main Street.

at all timres. The tightered rop2 would keep air in the
horse, 2nabling hir to relex urtil enother zzem pulled
him from the water.

Ice houses were usually 2rectad with double walls
with a space from eigh= tc 12 inches betwzea the two
walls. This space was usually fillad with sawdust, hay,
straw, shavings, whatever matzrial was handy and that
also servad as a good insulator. It was also zommon to
put a 12-inch layer of send covarec by a layeor of straw
onthe:lcorasanirsula:oror s:mply alaye-of sawdust
or salt nzy.

As ice was stacked, the ice mer. threw z layer of
sawdust on top of each row of cakes forinsuletion. This
aided in keeping the cakes separate during th2 summer
months when the tlocks of ice were more likely to melt
into each other anc make their remroval more difficult.
Sometimesalayer of 20 inches of saltFay weslaid on top
to kecp tae warm air from hitting the ice.

Of course a constant concern for ice makers during

87

the whole process was sanitation. A paramount corcern
was the droppings from the horse on the ice. Each ice
crewhad aboy whosejobitwasto clean up thedroppings
with a broom and shovel as soon as possible.! But a
concern over contamination was always there,
particularly when ice would be used for drinking or
sucking on in the hot weather. Village and town h=alth
officials were always concerned about a possible
outbreakof typhoid, whichdid infactoccur periodically.

In 1914, Floyd McMillan was given permissicn by
Voorheesville mayor Albert VanDerpoel and the water
commissioner, RufusFlansburgh, to cutice on the village
reservoir. However, at the meeting of the trustees, in
which McMillan was granted that permission, village
health officer Dr. Fisher M. Joslininsisted that the board
insure that no unsanitary conditions be allowed while
ice was being taken from the public water supply. Dr.
Joslin’s remarks must be given a 19th century context.
They were made with a genuine concern for the heaalth
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Crannell Brothers ad in August 1902 Enterprise.

of the residents of the village, not out of a concern that
the village might be sued for negligence or malfeasance.
This was an era before people were prone to sue so
readily over accidents that might occur due to a faultin
services, particularly public services.

Two years later concerns such as those voiced by Dr.
Joslinin 1914 would be less pressing, for 1916 witnessed
the appearance of the electric refrigerator in America.
This tool was one of the first fruits that emerged from
the first fully electric kitchen which made its debut in
the U. 5. at the 1893 World’s Fair (the Columbian
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Exposition)in Chicago. To housewives the refrigerator
was another world—no more drip pans! By 1925,
however, onlyabout 40 percent of American homes still
had ice boxes and the ice man was becoming a part of
the past. By 1941 the price of the electric refrigerator had
dropped to the point where it was affordable by most
American families. At the very least, the refrigerator
had come to beregarded as an indispensable part of the
modern kitchen.

Just as keeping things cool in the summer was a
concern, so was keeping things warm in the winter. For
centuries wood had been the main source of fuel but
with theadventof therailroad, coalincreasingly became
the preferred means for heating both homes and
manufacturingplants.In1860the U.S. mined 13 million
tons of coal; in 1880 that figure had risen to nearly 64
million tonsand just 10 years later it leapt to 141 million
tons. Indeed one of the reasons for constructing the
Albany and Susquehanna rail system was to carry coal
from the rich coal fields in the Susquehanna valley to
eastern urban markets. Along the route, Voorheesville
became a minor coal center as people came from as far
away as Berne to the Normanskill to buy their coal.

As early as 1867, Peter Wormer had set up a coal
business in the village three years before he opened his
general store. When Thomas Bewsher opened his
hardware store in 1880, a major part of his business was
coal. For a time Bewsher sold the noted Old Company
Lehigh Coal which was delivered to the rear of his flat
iron building along the tracks. Bewsher might have had
asmall coal pocketat the time. InJuly 1888, in preparation
for fall sales, Bewsher has 14 carloads of coal delivered.
In the mid-1880s Conrad Fryer putstillanotherironinto
his business fire, having operated a small coal business
for a time.

There was enough growth in coal sales in the village
thatby the end of the first decade of the 20th century the
village had three large coal pockets. In May 1893 the
Joslin brothers built a large coal pocket along the West
Shore tracks. This was most likely the first substantial
coal pocket built in the village.

A second coal pocket was built by the Cummings
brothers in March 1906, also along the tracks and Frank
Bloomingdale followed suit in December 1911. Later
this coal business was taken overby the Crannell Brothers
of Albany. Edward G. and William Winslow had
purchased the lumber business of William Swift in
April 1894 and in February 1897 bought Swift's property
used as a lumber yard for $800. As partners, the two
lumbermen also operated a store in Altamont but
dissolved their partnership in July 1903. Crannell’s
current lumber and feed business on Main Street is the
only business remaining from 19th century
Voorheesville. Would AbramRelyea, Rufus Flansburgh,
Frank Kaiser and Frank Osterhout carpenters of thatera
who frequented the yard on North Main Street nearly a
hundred years ago, still recognize it today?



“If you went to school, you walked
and if you lived up on the hill above the
grocery store and you walked over to
where the primary school is now, you
had a good long walk and the weather
was sometimes cold and sometimes
rainy and, of course, you alwaysdressed
up for the weather but when it came to
fifth grade my mother realized that the
school was very poorly heated and it
was an extra cold winter and, she
having been a teacher all of her life, had
the attitude that you had to be careful
of your children’s health as well as
everything else and she found out one
day that we went to school and there
wasn’t any heat in the school and the
temperature was down so low we had
to keep on our hats and mittens and
coats and this was when I'was in fourth
grade, I guess. And she said:’l am not
going to have my child exposed to this
kind of freezing weather” so she took me
out of school and she taught me herself
for therest of the year and got me up so
I could pass the tests to go into fifth
grade.”

— Frances Vosburgh
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CHAPTER SIX

Everyday Social Life

1. Collective Work and Play

he social life of Voorheesville, as in the
case of many small towns and villagesin
the 19th century, was filled with
contradictions. On the one hand, the
communities were very closely knit, there were
innumerable shared activities and on the whole an ethic
of shared responsibility for life prevailed. And yet,
there was a remarkable diversity of interests and even
social levels. There were wide differences in education,
economic status and family background. At one end of
the spectrum there were long-time residents with quiet
wealth and, on the other, there were Italian immigrants
some of whomn rented living space in barns known as
“tenement houses.”
On onelevel, people kept certain differences in mind
and kept within the boundaries that reflected those

differences, boundaries that were not transgressed
exceptinspecial circumstances. For some, their religious
affiliation served as such a boundary; for others their
affiliation with a temperance organization did. Stories
are told how a member of one religion would not enter
the house of a neighbor who practiced another, except
when catastrophic weather conditions hit. Then the
frightened neighbor would seek shelter nextdoor despite
previous concerns. But when the crisis was over, she
would revert to the status quo.

Living together in the small, self-contained community
was, therefore, somewhat of anart. And the artrequired
constant cultivation because most people did not leave
the village each morning to work elsewhere, everybody
shopped in village stores for their daily supplies and
relied on existing village institutions for their social life.

The Hilton barn on Route 85A next to Le Vie farm.

91



Despite theboundaries some might haveclung tori gidly
for psychological safety, everybody saw everybody
else, everybody knew what was happening with
everybody else. There was little if any place to hide,
certainly no place for the kind of anonymity that could
be found in the cities.

Butdespitealland any differences, when emergencies
arose in the small community or when the needs of a
neighbor ware great, people of every ilk and sort
responded to the crisis together. One such example of
this collective response was the so-called “bee.” When
certain jobs needed doing that were too much for an
individual or family or group, community members
pooled their resources and completed in a day or two
whatitmighthave taken theindividual weeks or months
to accomplish. In October 1895, for exam:ple, when the
Methodist Church sheds needed work done on them, a
bee was held. A group came together and drew gravel
to the site and leveled off the ground beneath the sheds.
Tasks such as these could all be done in a day instead of
weeks. Similarly, on several occasions, a Fee was held to
improve one of the cemeteries which hzd grown into
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disrepair.

One of themostmonumental bees that villagers shared
intoward theend of the century was theraising bee held
onHilton's Deavondale farm. Inthe first weekof January
1897 the old Hilton barn had caught fire, destroying all
itsstored crops, eight horses, 10 cowsand 56 sheep.After
the charred rubbish was cleared away and timbers from
trees on the farm cut and notched, it was announced
thatabarnraising would be held on Saturday, March 25
toreplace theburned-down structure. Early that March
morning 160 men showed up to help the Hiltons raise
the 60 fect wide by 120 feet long by 60 feet high barn
braced by timbers 30 fect high. Women came to provide
food and nourishment for the men until it got dark and
was time to go home.

Voorheesville carpenter Frank Osterhout, assisted by
John Weidman, directed thecrew as they assembled the
precut timbers for the raising bee. Because the barn was
so large, some of the men had to return on Monday and
Tuesday to finishit off . Part of thatincluded setting the
60 tons of gray slate that still covers the roof today. The
new Hilton barn had been modeled after that of one-



time New York Gov. Levi P. Morton on his Rhinecliff
estate, and was considered to be the largest barn in
Albany County at the time.

The barn raising bee was only one of a variety of bees
common then. There were spinning bees, husking bees,
ragbeesand applebeesas well. But thebee wasonly one
of many forms of mutual aid demonstrated in the
village. Help was also offered in the form of money and
goods to be shared with those with temporary needs.
On occasion, when a striking need was not being
attended to, thenewspaper correspondent would make
that known to the villagers in the weekly column. This
was the case when villagers were told thata woman in
the village with two children of school (non working)
age needed assistance. Those interested were told they
could bring their donations to the store of Levi Wood.
And when Richard Baker and his wife had planned to
move to Troy in mid-January 1897, but didn’t have the
money for themove, villagers chipped in and paid their
moving expenses.

Nor were the professionsbeyond picking up the slack
for each other when the occasion arose. The village
doctors, for example, did more than fill in for each other
during vacation periods. In October 1918 when a grippe
and flu epidemic hit the village, Drs. William Shaw and
Alden Oliver were also hit as well and became bed-
ridden. Dr. Fisher M. Joslin, still well, attended notonly
to his own patients but to those of Drs. Shaw and Oliver
as well. In one day Dr. Joslin attended to 58 cases of
grippe and influenza and each succeeding day seemed
to bring little relief until his colleagues had recuperated.!

When time rolled around for a community’s social
event, such as a picnic or day excursion on the train,
villagers genuinely seemed to enjoy each others
company and the axiom “the more the merrier” seems
to have prevailed. This was especially true when the
warmer weather came and there was an opportunity to
joinin a day excursion. Excitement was especially high
when several groups from different localities came
together for the celebration.

In September 1886, when the people of Voorheesville
joined Bethlehem for a trip to Lake George, 12 coaches
were hired for the day to haul the passengers from the
two burgs. This trip must have taken longer than usual,
or the weather been unseasonably hot, because the
paper correspondent reported that, as soon as the train
arrived at 1 p.m., people rushed into the hotel for
drinks. At a later date, when the Methodist Church of
Voorheesville went on an outing with the Clarksville
church, 14 coaches were hired. This was said to be the
largest excursion held at the time. On this outing, as in
others, the excursioners were accompanied by the
Voorheesville band which most likely serenaded them
enroute as well as at their place of destination.

Winter broughtits ownspecial brand of get-togethers,
which included tobogganing, ice skating on the
LaGrange mill pond, evening sleigh rides and sleigh

93

Village doctor Villiam Shaw and wife Ella (Wood)
Shaw.Shaw served wirh dcctors Alden Qliverand Fisher
Jeslin,

pacties. It was qu:te common for several families to
hook up their sleizhs and take an evening ride and,
wtile enroute, sto> off at & neighbo:’s for something
warm to drink. Thz la-e evening-early morning sleigh
ride was also an o=portunity for the younger set to find
somre excitement. For exemple, in late January 1895
wken Mrs. C.E. Veder zzve asleigh -ide in honor of her
daughter, it was toutec as the social even: of the season.
Thz group of sleighs left the village at 7:30 p.m. for
Fowler'sHall in Guilder’and Center. "here adance was
helc until 11:30 &t which time sum»tudus food was
served. AfterwarZ, the group played games before
retarring to the vilagein the early hours of themorning
in a blinding snow. Whether used as 2 means to get to
partiesor work, thas'eighs 5roughta sznse of merriment
because of their sp2ed and agility anc the smooth ride
they afforded. Sleighers were freed frcm the rut-ridden
roads that tested Zhe wits cf the mos: patient traveler
during dry weathzr.
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2. Weddings and Socials
ne of the greatest sources of merriment
for villagers was on the occasion of a
wedding. And the wedding included
not only the celebration on the wedding
dayitself,butasecond celebration when the newlyweds
returned from their honeymoon or “wedding tour” as
it was called. The bride and groom’s re-entry into the
community was celebrated with thelighting of bonfires
and the singing of songs. Some of the men would gather
for a good cigar with the groom while friends of the
bride would gather with herat the couple’snew house.In
October 1885, when Morris Harris and his wifereturned

Sleighers on Main Street looking south. Photo taken
shortly after the turn of the century.

from their honeymoon in Washington, D. C. (another
indication of the kind of person Harris was) they were
greeted with bonfires and a display of fireworks. When
Winnie LaGrange and his wife returned from their
wedding tourin January 1889, about 35 men gathered at
Mattice’s store on a Saturday night to light up a cigar in
the couple’s honor. This might even include doing
homage to a jug or two.

The size of the to-do upon the newlyweds’ return was
determined to a large extent by how popular a person
wasamong theresidents. Forexample, Frank Coughtry,
the general station agent (about 1890) was well-liked by
members of the business community with whom he
had day-to-day business dealings at the depot. If you'll
recall, this was the era when there was no freight
building at the depot. Therefore, when Coughtry and
his wife returned from their wedding tour in May 1891,
they were greeted by the mellifluous sounds of the
Voorheesville band. A large bonfire was started into
which numerous fire-crackers were thrown. After the
band finished with several numbers, a truck wasdrawn
infrontof thehouse carryingahandsome setofbedroom
furniture. Elmer Cory, manager of the cider mill gavea
brief speech and offered the furniture to the Coughtrys
in appreciation of the station agent’s work for the
Voorheesville business community. While Coughtry
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was recuperating from being stunned at the size of the
gift, in accordance with the ritual, cigars were passed
out to all the men who enjoyed a good smoke together.

Among the various weddings held in the village at
that time, the paper offers brief descriptions of several
that provide some insight into the wedding day itself.
For example, in most instances the wedding ceremony
took place in the bride’s home, as was the case when
Emmet Smith of Dunnsville married Lydia G. Wormer
of the village on December 22, 1892. Lydia was the
daughter of Voorheesville speculator (and later
milkman) Cyrenus Wormer. The Smith-Wormer
wedding was said to be the most lavish of any in the
vicinity. After the couple’s marriage vows were
pronounced at 1:30 p.m., food was served to the 85 who
attended. Then there was dancing to the three piece
orchestra of Frank Loudis. At 4:20 the bride and groom
got into their carriage amid a showering of rice and
pairs of old boots and shoes. The group of well-wishers
shouted “Much Joy!” as the couple boarded a carriage
and drove to the station to board the 4:40 train to
Middleburgh where they planned to spend their
honeymoon.

Whenever a wedding in the village included a guest
out of the ordinary (as was also the case with noted
boarders) that fact was made known throughout the
village. The village correspondent would also be sure to
have that fact among the items listed for the week’s
column. At the Wormer wedding, for example, special
note was made that a certain Abel Spawn of Australia
was there as well as T.S. Kilmer and a Mr. Davis of the
Kilmer Manufacturing Company of Newburgh. The
father of the bride had acted in behalf of Kilmer when he
contemplated building his wire plant in the village.
However, as mentioned, that effort was blocked by
Conrad Fryer.

Another wedding which took place the following
Christmas season is also worth mentioning. That was
between Alva J. Fuller of Canajoharie and Estelle
McMillen of the village. This wedding also took place at
the bride’s residence, on a Wednesday evening,
December 21 at 6:30 p.m. Christmas weddings were as
much sought after by couples as June weddings were at
a later date.

The ceremony was held in one of the parlors of the
house which were decorated with evergreens, holly
and mistletoe. Afterwards the guests were served
refreshments. Then shortly after, the bride and groom
were brought to the station in a carriage beneath a
showering of rice to catch the 8:47 to Albany. Bonfires
were lighted and tin horns were blown by the guests in
their honor. After the couple was seen off at the station,
the guests returned to the house for an evening of
dancing and games.!

Inthe same way that villagers came together to share
in joyous events such as weddings and social outings,
when tragedy struck the entire village was affected as
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Erunk Brothers in front of funeral home on Main Street.

well. This was clearly the case whensomecne’s houseor
place of business burned or when a familv member lost
a‘imbina pizce of farmmachinery orine t-ainaccident,
as happened oftenenough. Buttheevent that seemed to
strike hardestat the community’s neart was theresult of
an outbreak of scarlet fever in 1892,

The fever Lit the homes of Me-hcdist min:ster, Rev
John Fisher, anc James Relyea. cne of the village
blacksmiths at the beginning of =ebruary 1893. On
Tuesday the 7th, the youngest ch:I¢ cf Relvea succumbed
a~dwasburizd thesameday. On thefollow.ngSaturday,
the 11th, Fisker'stwo yearoid scn Vincer.tdied and was
buried almost immediately. Than Ralyea’s three other
crildren caught the fever and on Tuesday the 14th,
Relyca’s oldest scn, a nire year o.d, also died?

For the villagethe deatl s were a traumat .cshock toits
swstem, the newspaper describing the sitvation as “one
oI the saddest afflictions that 2ver happened in this
v.lage.” Fearing that an epidemic might break out at
school, schecl offizials closed down the school that very
week. The fevar did not spread and by Sur day the 26th,
the worst seemed to have passed. Thz Rev. Fisher, after
being quaransined for a month. was abdle to ~eturn to
p-2ach to his congregation that day.

Partof whatbonded people togeter, so asto withstand
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such -raumas, was daily conversat.cn. Sometimes this
included more than occasional zossiping about what
was going on in the remotest parts cf the village—that is,
a querter mile down the road. A good part of that
convcrsation took place at the villagz grocery stores in
the evening, particularly cn win:zer evenings. Farmers
gathered in a circle arounc the stovz, somelighted upa
pipe or a cigar and most, if not all, 2ot into the act of
solvir.g the world’s problems.

Ind=2ed, et various times, anattempt wasmadeto give
these discussions a more structured format. Grocer
William Swiftdid just that wheninr:d-January 1886 he
set up a debate between his one-time partner, John
Tygert, and carpenter Abram Re.yea. The two debated
the resolution:“That the Repuklican Party has been
more benetit to the nation than the Democratic Party.”
Relyea,atthattimeastaunciDemocrat held the negative
while elder statesman Thcmas Tyger: sat between the
pair with an ax helve to keep order.

Laterthat month, Swift, the Tygertsand Relyea, among
others, called a meeting of interested c:tizens at the little
(Prestyterian) chapel on Main Street to discuss the
possibility of starting a Literary Association, what
amounted 10 a debating society. Not surprisingly, Swift
was elected President. Th2 group only lasted a short
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time but in the first week of February 1890, it was
revived. Once again Swift was elected president, A.F.
Mattice and Al Borst vice-presidents, Jesse Joslin
secretary and Abram Relyea, treasurer.

The first scheduled event of the new club was set for
February 11, when John Ryall and Abram Relyea would
debate the resolution: “That City Life Is Preferable To
Country Life.” Ryall, seemingly themore cosmopolitan,
most likely took the affirmative. While such a topic
might not seem too timely a hundred years later, at the
time it was quite relevant as an increasing number of
farmers were leaving their homesteads for life in the
city. Later debates of the group focused on other
contemporary issues such as “That Rum Has Caused
More Misery Than War.” This too was an especially
timely topic, as temperanceadvocatesin the community
brought continuous attention to the misery demon rum
wrought, in fact more continuous than many wished to
hear.

When debates weren't the order of the day at one of
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H. B. and Charles Lloyd were the first undertakers in the
village (about 1894) followed by Shafer and Bartlett
(about 1895) and then by the Brunk family after the turn
of the century.

thestores, the evening crowd might play or watch being
played a game of checkers. When one of the villagers
gotto be especially good, a challenge might be issued to
the best in a neighboring community. Occasionally the
champions of Voorheesville and Guilderland Center
would clash with doubleand triple jumps, rooters from
each community silently cheering on their contender.
Dr. Oliver was said to be Voorheesville’s best.

A number of other events that occurred toward the
end of the 19th century offer additional insight into how
differentlife was at the time and what people had to do
to cope with certain situations. For example, in late
December 1895, there was not only an extreme cold
wavetoplagueresidentsbutextraordinarily highwinds.
Gale winds blew so hard that on one evening the
chimneys from 17 houses were blown down. Some
must havebeen left withouta means for heatand had to
move in with a neighbor for a time. Three months later,
after the wind storm, when the snow from the especially
harsh winter was melting, the Vly rose so high and its
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The Vly C-eek overflcied above this bridge near the grammar school during many spring thaies riaking it impcssible “or

children to g2t to school.

watersrushed sc harc that -hebridge at the eastern end
o Maple Avenue was torn from its embankment and
carried 75 feet downstream:.

Tre Vly flcoded so high so many springs that school
children were not able to zross the br:dge. Sometimes
they had to bc carried across in a wagon. But when that
was not possib_e, school wes called off until the waters
subsided, sometimes for a week. In th2 winter of 1893,
the area was h:t with the largest snowstorm since the
blizzard of 1888. Ir Mav of that year, w:th sncw melting
repidly, the -reek rose higher than it had in 25 years.
During the pricr flood 25 v2ars earlier. watersraged so
har¢ that all -f.e bridges along the Normar.skill were
washed down strcam. It was probzkbly the case for the
bridzes along th2 Vly as well.

Eut area crecks were no: always a threatening force.
Irceed during mcre ciement seasons the creek was a
source of joy for swimmers, fishermer. and picnickers.
The Vly was consider2d tc De an excelient trout stream
and an exczllent source fo- eels as wzll. By the early
19(0s the stream was being stocked regularly. In June
19(4, for example, Frec W Ider had emr.ptied 1000 trout
into the stream.
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With the new addition -0 social life Erought ty
industrialization, namely leisure tirie, theze came in
force “the social group” and their vast arrey of social
events. Voorheesville wasnot withouiizsshare of either.
Wealready mentioned the Literery Association and tre
Debating Club that grew up in Swi‘t’s grccery stora.
There wasalsoanIndependent Book Clubin the villag2,
a Thursday Afternoon Sewiag Club, z Pinochle Club, a
Fortnightly Embroidery Club, Fortnightly Bridge Club,
theKill Kare Cluband Bay View Club r.d Five Hundred
Club.

If someone considered none o7 thes2 worthy of kis or
her time, there wasat variou: ti-r es the Znzhre Club, the
Grangers, the Odd Fellows. the Young People’s
Industrial Society, the Christ-zn Endeavor Scciety (later
Epworth League), the Tobzzzan Cluk and Patrons of
Industry, the Missionary Zociety, the Young Ledies
Glee Club, the Voorheesvilie Serate, :rd h-lathez and
Baraca Classes.

And of course no club werld be comolete if it did not
sponsor at least one grand sccizl a year. So at various
times there was held a clothes pin sccial, o~ ice cream
social, or oyster supper socicl or peanu: social; there




were common sense socials, and musical socials and
pound socials among others. During or after the
meeting/social, those who had gathered mightsitfora
while to hear an informal recital in the parlor. The host
might have a newly-purchased piano to show off. That
wasmorelikely tobe the case in the spring of 1889 when
a number of residents had purchased pianos. Later
William Swift joined in as did A.F. Mattice, the railroad
agent. So many village residents bought pianos at this
time that villagers wondered whether some day there
wouldn’t be a piano in every home. Their wondering
was not far off.

Villages seemed to show a similar fascination with
thebicycle. With the introduction of the “safety bicycle”
(with pneumatic tires) in 1884, bicycling became
accessible to everyone. By 1893 a million bicycles were
in use in the U.S. As would happen at a later time with
cars, when a resident of the village got a new bicycle,
perhaps a new Cleveland model, it was news. And
when the weather got warmer, dozens of bicyclers
would spend the entire evening riding up and down
Voorheesville Avenue from Maple Avenue to the depot,
back and forth and back and forth in near slow motion
until it got dark.

As the bicyclers rolled down Main Street those
evenings, they would still see shoppers in the village
stores because in the 1890s nearly every store stayed
openuntil 9 p.m. or even later. In addition, many of the
stores, particularly the grocery stores, were open for
business every day of the year including Thanksgiving
and Christmas. But, by the turn of the century, the
storeowners wanted a larger slice of leisure pie for
themselves and decided to close onboth Thanksgiving
and Christmas.

InJune 1902, the business community then let people
know they would also close on the Fourth of July. And
beginning on November 16, 1903 the merchants closed
everynightat7:30exceptSaturday when they remained
openuntil atleast 9 p.m. Residents commented on how
dreary the village looked after supper in the evenings.
Two years later, on October 15, 1905, the dreariness
came earlier as 7 p.m. became the usual closing time,
again except for Saturdays.

The change in store hours was just one of the many
changes that the more mature village of Voorheesville
was experiencing as the 20th century progressed. The
village seemed to become increasingly self-contained.
The world became more divided: there were residents
of the village and there were outsiders. And then there
were outsiders who moved in, some still looked upon as
outsidersafterlivinginthevillage for decades. Ironically,
most of themajor figures who had contributed tomaking
Voorheesville the prosperous village it had become,
were all outsiders: Bloomingdale, Fryer, Harris, Schell,
the Cummings brothers, Vosburgh, Guffin, Griesman
and a host of others.

By the fall of 1907, a new form of the we-they division
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wasbecoming apparent, that between the villagers and
city folk. Some evidence of this can be found in the
complaints villagers made that fall about the presence
of hunters coming from the city to bother them. They
wanted to know what the law could do to control the
behavior of city hunters. The village would remain
relatively self-contained until the late 1950s and early
1960s when a new wave of outsiders made its way into
the village in full force via the village’s second and third
major housing developments, Salem Hills and Scotch
Pine.

3. A New Social Center
hroughout the 19th century, a good part
| took place in their respective church
societies. But with the arrival of
political issues that seemed too secular or too far-out to
beincluded in therelatively conservative church groups.
Independent Order of Odd Fellows opened its new
lodge hall on Voorheesville Avenue in 1909, it filled in
servingasameetingplace for the fraternal organization,
the new temple opened itself up to the varied modes of
the community’s new and eclectic social center. For
decades the building’s theater served as a venue for
meetings. When movies became a part of American
culture, Saturday night shows in the hall’s theater were
young and old alike.

The Odd Fellows was a fraternal organization similar
Its first principle was fraternity which required the
practice of true friendship and brotherlylove. In practice
burying the dead, protecting and aiding widows and
educating orphans. And the various lodges were quite
was supposedly begun in Baltimore in 1802. By January
1885, the Order had increased to over 18,057 lodges

The Voorheesville Lodge had its beginnings on
Valentine’s Day 1893. Morris Harris was the main
and his family were the only Jews in the village at the
time and therefore were without the usual social
established churches in the village. For Morris Harris,
therefore, the Odd Fellows served as the basis of his

of the public social life of most residents
industrialization, there came a host of new social and
Therefore, when the Voorheesville Lodge of the
a large gap in the village’s social life. In addition to
current political thinking and culture, thereby becoming
both entertainment and so-called political mass
looked forward to with the greatest anticipation by
inaimsand design to the Masons and Knights of Pythias.
this included visiting the sick, relieving the distressed,
generous in pursuing these social ideals. The first lodge
with an active membership of 532,467.
impetusbehind thegroupand understandably so. Harris
connections that came with being part of one of the
social life, his own church as it were.
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Neww Odd Fellows Lodge being built in 1908, Li‘tl= kouse vo the vight {5 the original building used to house fire company's hose

cart.

Harris wasrespcnsibleforsoonscring the Velentine’s
Day =xaibition at his hoel as a fund-raiser to get the
fraternity underway. With adults charged 2 cents ard
children under 12 a dime, the zgroup had received some
of thz money it needed o begin ran-ing spa-e above
Lerow Schall’s feec an3 grain store fo- a lodge.

By April 1893, a public installat-on was he.d and
Lodge €68 was official. Over the yea-sthe Voorheesvil e
Lodge had a number o7 members involved :n the sta-e
organization but its crowningachievement came when
Stepher Daring was e’ecied to be grand wa=der cf tke
State :n 1908.

Ferhaps it was Daring’s achievemer.t that moved tte
memoess df the Voorheesville Lodge to think about
new cuartars. By summer these tho:ghts had becorre
reality as thefoundation of the new I1odgzhal_ wasteing
comg eted. By Ncvember of the fclowing vear, the
temp .2 was fully comoleted and a fair was keld to
celebrate the opening of the community’s niew social
center. The building had a seating capacity of 330 0 the
main -lcor with additionel room for 200 in izs salcony.
The 2z X 3¢ foot stage wasperfact for argesca'e drzmas
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ard tadlzaus and its large dancing floor could hold at
least 5.

Comarnity organizations such as the hose company
mace use of the hall whenever they held one of their
lezz2 social events. Talent shows were sponsored,
pclitical meetings were held there and each year the
trustees made an attempt to schedule an interesting
program of concerts.

[n February 1915, for example, a concert was held
featuring a musical rendition of several poems by local
pcet Mzgdalene LaGrange Merritt. LaGrange had
baccmz reladively well known for her two books of
p=etry. 5¢ngs of the Helderbergs (1893) and Helderberg
brrmonies (1909). For the special event at the Odd
Fellows Hall, Boston composer Emma Willer French
had put 2 number of Merritt’s poems from Helderberg
Hzrmozies to music. Before the concert was given for the
horretown crowd at the Odd Fellows hall in February,
however, French’s compositions had already been
performec ir: Old South Church in Boston.

Asindizated, thelodge hall was also used for political
mass meztings so prevalent in the late 19th and early
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THEATRE

Voorkeesville, K. Y.

SATURBAY, MAR. 18
“HOUSE OF STRANGERS”

Starring Bdward G. Robin-
son, Swsen Hayward
-and Richard Conte

A Powerhsuse of Emetion from
20th Century Fox

ADNKISSION 25¢ & 35¢
COMING
‘THE SBCRET GORDER’

[ae = W g e

Prof. Doyle of Albany
Will open a School of Dancing at
Odd Fellows’ Hall, Voorheesville

Afternoon  Class fur Children, Mises ucd Masters will opn on
Wednesday Afiernoon. Dec. 8th
From 43¢ to 6 P. M.
Adult Class, Wednesday Evening at 7:30 o'clock
Spevial attestion wili be given 1 Iwlsarte and Lepurtment.
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The Odd Fellows Lodge served as the village’s social
center fornearly halfa century, Inthese two ads, Professor
Doyle opened his school in December 1909; “House of
Strangers” played in March 1950,
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20th centuries. In the autumn of 1914, when women’s
suffrage was a key political issue, a number of
representatives of the Albany Anti-Suffrage Society
spoke at the lodge hall against women's suffrage. The
active Albany group included among its membership
Mrs. John V.L. Pruyn, Mrs. Robert C. Pruyn, the Misses
Fenimore-Cooper, Mrs. John Boyd Thatcher, Mrs.
George Curtis Treadwell, Mrs. W.W. Crannell and Mrs.
William Bayard Van Rensselaer. Inaddition to traveling
about Albany County voicing their views, the group
also set up at summer and fall fairs to spread the word.

The democratic nature or open-mindedness of the
Odd Fellows’ philosophy can be seen from the
appearance of a group the following February (1915),
speaking in favor of women’s suffrage. This time
representatives of the Empire State Campaign Center
sponsored a number of speakers including Judge E.V.
McNamee who spoke on “Why Men Should Demand
Votes For Women.”

In conjunction with this talk, students at the school
conducted a debate on the suffrage question. Mildred
and Alice Osterhout and Clarende Pear] argued in
behalf of women’s right to vote and Royal Coughtry,
Earl Pfannebecker and Albert Batcholts argued against.
The judgement of those present was that the anti-
suffrage group carried the day.

The Odd Fellows hall was also used for community
talent shows which were extremely popular at the time.
When thelibrary arranged to have afund-raising benefit
in 1916, they scheduled their talent show for the Odd
Fellowstheater. Butthroughoutthe years the hall seerned
to receive its greatest and most frequent use when
movies made their way into American culture.

Each Saturday night village residents and those from
the outlying areas poured into the hall to see silent films
as Bessie Van Wormer, Flossie Cummings or GertSmith
as a fillin for Van Wormer, played the piano in
accompaniment. These Saturday nightshows continued
well into the 1950s.

4. While the Band Played On

ormany of the small towns thatsprouted

up inrural America after the revolution,

it was only toward the mid and latter

parts of the 19th century thatareal sense

of community began to develop. The painful isolation

of the previous century gradually vanished as small

towns and villages throughout the state formed social

groups and associations. As noted earlier, at one point

there seemed to be a club or association for every
possible taste and interest in Voorheesville.

But there was one group that seemed to find its way

into every village and town in America in the 19th

century no matter what its interests or size, namely, the



Members of Voorheesuille Odd Fellows Leage 665 in 1908 when Stephen De ving was elected fo *he top past - New York State,
taat of Grand Master.

brass band. This was the era waen J-hn Ph:lip Sousa
was compcsing his famed marches arid conducti~g his
ownbands. In 1888 he had composed “Sempe- Ficelis”
and in 1892 began his own band after completirg a stint
as director of the U. S. Marine Banc 3y 1896, when
Sousa had ‘inished his famous “The >tars and S:ripes
Forz=ver,” the brass band had become a cormr-unal
fixt_re of towns and villages across the country.
Indeed sc many bands had sprang v during this era
that by 189% it was estimated trat 1C,000 bands were
plaving Sousa’s compositicns across America if eachof
thesebandshad between 10and 15 mremoers. the aumber
of Americacs involved in playing an inst-ument in a
band at th= fimenumbered close t5 150 DIC. Thisgrowth
in community bands continued ur.atatad until about
1908 when teir number had reazhed « peak =f 18.000.
During this era of the brass band, Vocrheesville’s
enthusiasm “or communal expression zzr: high. It's no
surprise to s2e that a number of citize=s came up with
the idea of forming a band. The idza fcr <he band
germinated in January 1887 while & number of people
werz sittir geround the stoveinthe marxef of Srithand
Warner. Parhapsoneof the villagersfound a newspaper
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article Cescribing some ozher town's and ectivities or
perhaps saw an ad by Charles H. Van Wie, a noted
organizzr of bards i Albany.

Regardless, tte conversation turned -o Fow great it
would b2 if Voorheesville had its very own band. There
was agrzement. One of the village-s contacted Mr. Van
Wie anc. asked him if hec be willing =5 help t1e village
orgenizs a brase band. Part of Vaan Vie’s business, in
&dd tion to help:ng communities orgenize a band, was
selling musical instruments and givirg .essons.

Van V/e agreed to help. His first list o7 recruits
included Avery Warner, Abram Xely=a, Frark Kaiser,
. C. Wtize, Frank Ven Auken, Aiden McMi.len, Fred
McMillen, William H. Young, William D. Relyea, Myron
Van Auken and Nelson Cemstock. Frenk Kaisar served
esthe group’s president, Frank Van Auken its secretary
end Abram Relvea as treasurer. Once the band had
raade conact with Van Wie, they purchasec “rom him
rausical instrurrents to the tunz of $200 znd began
taking lessons from the maestro. For these =e charged
$4 an hou~.

In Febrrary, Winnie LaGrange had replaczd William
Young &nd by fall James S. Relea took the place of



The Vaorheesuille Brass Band, Front row (T to r):
and William Flansburgh; back row (1 to 7); William Relyca, Myron Van Auken, Abram Relyea, T. C. White, Erank Kaiser,
Charles Winne and James Relyea,

Alden McMillen, but all along the young band kept
practicing in the Presbyterian chapel every Monday
night. When the chapel was not available for some
reason, practice would then be held in the house of one
of the band members. Working in earnest and proud of
their efforts, the band reported to the community that
they hoped to be ready to play their first public
engagement by the fourth of July. .

It's amazing in how short a time the Voorheesville
band and other brass bands at this time learned to get a
small repertoire together. By the last week of May the
band had travelled to New Scotland to play its first
engagement. The musiciansreceived rave reviews from
the townspeople; they were a hit!

Since the band played free, it had torely on the efforts
of various church groups to raise monies to finance its
activities. Periodically, a social would be held for this
purpose. For example, in June 1887 the members of the
Methodist church held a strawberry social and raised
$40. Other groups chipped in as well by holding clam
bakes. For a number of years the receipts of an annual
strawberry social served as the key means by which the
band stayed in the black.

Until the spring of 1888 the band was essentially
civilian looking but, by the end of May, they had

104

o Framk Van Auken, Robert T, Coughtry (leader), Fred MacMillan

purchased and received their first set of uniforms. In
June. proud to display their new duds, they played a
dual concert with the Fuller’s Station band in the square
in front of the stores. The Fuller’s Station band had
traveled over to the village for the day.

Increasingly the band became in demand. Itspresence
was considered to be an essential part of any social
outing, particularly picnics and train excursions. When
the New Scotland school went to Round Lake for its
annual excursion one year, theband wentalong to play.
It played at town picnics and political flag raisings,
political campaigns and clam bakes. By 1896 the band
had expanded to 19 pieces, prepared to play at
Guilderland and French’s Mills at Decoration Day
services.

But after this time the band’s activities began to
become somewhat erratic. In 1897, the enthusiasm that
had once been its calling card seemed to wane a bit.
When spring rolled around, the band members did not
emerge from hibernation the way they had in previous
years. Some villagers began asking whether the band
wou.d play again. It's questionable whether it played at
all that ycar, but the following year it was back in full
swingand in early 1900 the Voorheesvilleband could be
heard playing ata politically-related eventin Altamont



Progress captured in the act. In the foreground stands the
old Voorheesville Elementary School watched over by
the new and still current grade school building (fo the
upper left rear).

under the name of the Rough Rider and MacKinley and
Roosevelt Club. But after that, it became increasingly
difficult for the members to get together. By 1901 there
was talk of a reorganization and there might have been
one for a while, but within a short time the band’s
presence was but a faint memory.

In1906 when the villagefire department was planning
to march at a firemen’s convention in Rensselaer, it had
to hire eight musicians to play martial music at $3 each.
And when the Odd Fellows Hall opened in November
1909 the Altamont Band was invited to play. Frank
Kaiser, wholoved music so much, had joined thatband.
By 1911, Kaiser was still traveling to Altamont to playin
its band.

There was one other band in the village as well. This
began in March 1887 shortly after the brass band had
been started. A number of residents with more
classically-oriented interests who played string
instruments, formed a string band. This faded for a
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In later years musical feats were tackled in the school. Here Lois Alkenbrach (at the piano) gets vocal assistance from
classmates (I to r) John Hallenbeck, Richard Lockwood, Dominic Tork, Jack Herwig, Myndert Crounse, Florence Rzany,
Marjorie Albright and Gerald Kling (about 1929-1930).
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while but in November 1893 it was resurrected for a
short time.

In 1913, lovers of barbershop quartet music were
happy because John Hennessey, Charles Relyea, Jesse
Joslinand Ad Albright combined their talents to forma
barbershop quartet. This group performed not only in
the village, but traveled to South Bethlehem and other
villages as well to perform. They even performed as
part of the Oneonta Church Society in 1913. But little
more was heard from them after that.

5. Then There Was Baseball
fter the first national post-season

championship was played in baseball in

1884, forerunner to the World Series,

baseball entered the American psyche in
a quick and permanent way. In the same way that the
smallest of communities managed to organize a band,
most of these communities also made an effort to field
a baseball team to go against neighboring communities
on a Saturday afternoon. For some the Saturday
afternoon baseball game became the social highlight of
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the week, particularly when it meant playing one’s next
door neighbor with whom a rivalry had developed. For
the Voorheesville squad such a rivalry could usually be
found in Slingerlandsand to alesser extentin Altamont.

From its early days of being involved with the sport,
Voorheesville fielded a variety of teams which played
under different names and in different leagues. The
earliest mention of a village team in the newspaper is
found in 1885 when the village team known as the
Lights was playing. The following year the team called
itself the Short Horns. These early teams competed
against Delmar, Altamont, Bethlehem and the noted
Stars from Thompson'’s Lake. As in the case of theband,
the ball club depended on fund-raising events for its
financial support since spectators usually paid no
admission to see a game. The fund-raising event might
include the usual clam bake, dance or strawberry social.

Some years it seems the village did not field a team at
all, at least an organized or formal team. For example,
there is no evidence of a team for one or two yearsin the
early 1890s, then a team started up anew in 1894. Perhaps
fans were appreciative of the renewed efforts of the
ballplayers to make a go of it, because a grand ball was
held at Fryer’s Hall in the Grove Hotel to raise money
for the players. As the seasons progressed, the village

1907-1908 Voorheesville baseball team. Front row (1 to r): Gotts Abele, Charles (Toad) Kaiser, Stanley Fryer, Willie Baxter
and Jack Smith; back row (I to r): Len Boom (manager), Arthur (Sliver) Relyea, Ray Van Auken, Fred Relyea, Herk Camadine,

States (Stats) Elkington, Dave Wayne, Steve Daring (manager).
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Two of Voorheesville’s finest baseball players: Stanley Fryer (Conrad’s grandson, with catcher’s mitt) and Mike Pafund:
(with bat). Pafundiwas also an excellent basketball player. He was active in sports for decades, pitching fastpitch softbal’
into his fifties.

team expanded its schedule to includelocal teams from
Cocymansand New Salemand later teams from Albany
and Schenectady. In the summer cf 1891, afteranumber
of consecutive wins, the Farlin team song was “We are
the people.” I:s members boasted of being able to beat
the much-heralded Buffaloes from Albany. During
several seasons, the village team fared so well against
the city teams that it had developed a minor reputation
for itself.

As the sport became more organized and leagues
formed, rivalries also solidified. The local teams were
followed witl. such keen interest that oftentimes the
results of a Saturday afternoon’s diamond activities
were front pag=material for the Enterprise. The emphasis
is on “Saturdey afternoon” because Sunday afternoon
baseball was net permitted by law. However, the law
did not scem ¢ stop some enthusiasts from playing a
gamenow and thenonaSunday, but notonthediamond
behind the Grove—that would be too visible—rather
outside the vil.zage on a makeshift diamond. In October
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1889 when a number of village moralists got wind of
this, they made a complaint to the justice of the pezce
saying they had seen a number of young men playing
baseball about a mile from the village on Sunday
afternoon. Word got out that if the Sunday afternoon
baseball continued, some arrests would be made.
Therewith ended Sunday afternoon baseball in the
village.

The games themselves were something to behold. As
today, there were always a number of vociferous fans
who during the game made their disagreements known
to the umpires in no uncertain terms. But it was rot
uncommon then when a disagreement occurred for
fans to run on to the field or rush the mound to confrent
the umpire.

Whataggravated the situation was that umpires were
often suspected of being homers. In July 1903, whan
Voorheesville hosted the Switzers of Albany, a large
and enthusiastic village crowd began booing theump:re
in the early innings. It had been rumored about earl:er



1914 Susquehanna League Champs. Back row (1 to 1):
White, i ront row (I to r): Mike Pafundi,

by sevarzl spactators that the umpire had been bought
by the visitirg team with a quart of peanuts and tae
promise of ~ed lemonade. However, the tune of tae
Voorheesvil'e fans changed later in the game as tae
home team went zhead, finally winning 4-1.

Aftera garneany harc feelings that might have arisen
during the cortes! cissolved, as the two teams often
celebreted with a berbacue or clam bake. It was not
uncommon for the Voorheesville team to sponsor a
dance .ater ir. ~he evening in the pavilion behind the
Grove. A’ter the dance the visitors would head for the
depot -0 wai: “or a irain home. This was usually an
uneventful wait unless something happened to the
train. Such was the case when Voorheesville played an
Albany tecam in 1387. When the evening’s festivitizs
weredone, theaway teamdiscovered that the scheduled
train would be six hours late. Coming to the rescue,
LansingRelycahitched a teamof horses to a hay rigging
and tock all 13 players back to the city.

In the 1902-1¢03 seasons, the village had put togethar
two extraorCinary teams, beating nearly every club

’

, Fred Relyea, v ’ ’ p
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. Jack Smith (manager), O.B. Vunck (president), Ray
. The
follewing weve alsc on the team but it is impossible to place names with faces: R. F. Perkins, J. J. Flanagan, P. E. Berrigan,
C.L. Hagan, . H Roslzr (captain), R. T. Elkington, ]. H. Ryan, F. A, Sandy, ]. F. Wewmeyer and F. A. Wilson.

they cameacrossand by big scores. If the village coasted
through the 1902 season they soared through 1903.
They defeated the Hurleys of Albany 10-0, Esperance
22-0, Roaches 12-0, Cobleskill 8-0, Guilderland 15-0,
Vischer’s Ferry 30-0 until they finally suffered two
losses in a row at the hands of two Albany teams. No
doubt Voorheesville's reputation had preceded them
and the city teams were out to teach the country
bumpkins a lesson.

Despite the sterling efforts of the Voorheesville team
on the field, the villagers did not seem to back their
teams with their pocketbooks as well as they did with
their vocal cords. In a July 1908 edition of the paper, the
criticism was leveled at the Voorheesville fans saying
they were remiss when it came to supporting their team
financially. A comparison was made with Slingerlands’
fans who were said to back its team in every way. The
charge wasmade thatVoorheesville provided no stands
foritsfanstositonand often crowded onto the diamond
to cheer their team on. This might seem like an
insignificant complaint but for the fans present it was



not. Games between Voorheesville and Slingerlands
often drew close to 1,000 spectators.

In 1914 baseball in western Albany County took a
more serious turn. In early May of that year,
representatives from Delmar, Slingerlands,
Voorheesville, Guilderland, Delanson and Altamont
metin Altamontat the First National Bank to discuss the
possibility of forming a well-organized league. As
discussion took place about how to set up the league, a
major concern of those present was whether outsiders
(ringers) would be able to play for a community team.
The concern was well-founded because certain
communities were not beyond bringing in ringers.
Scanning the boxscores of several games played by the
Voorheesville team, it is hard to recognize some of the
names as belonging to village families.

The following week, the league representatives met
again at the Commercial hotel in Altamont and the
Susquehanna League was formed, the league taking its
name from the division of the Delaware and Hudson
along which most of the towns lay. The season was
scheduled to open on May 23 with Altamont pitted
against Guilderland in a game at the fairgrounds
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beginning at 3:30.

To get ready for the season Altamont and
Voorheesville played a practice game which ended ina
4-4 tie. Altamont let it be known that hers was a local
team, with all but one player coming from the village
and vicinity. Whileleague reps wereengaged in dotting
the i’s and crossing the t’s, residents of Voorheesville
held an informal fund-raising dance on May 14 at the
Odd Fellows Hall from 8 p.m. to 12 midnight. The
Voorheesville Baseball Association, which was
sponsoring the team, netted $30. The following week a
second dance was held and an additional $40 was
raised. The team had already selected its officers: Oscar
B.Vunck waselected president, Arthur Relyea recording
secretary, Fred Relyea financial secretary and W.
Albright treasurer. John Smith would manage the team,
Joe Rosler was to be captain, E.R. Van Wormer would
serve as the official scorer and Stanton Relyea had the
odious task of umpiring.

Spirits were high during the entire season and the
Enterprise covered the games more closely than a
presidential campaign. Scores were pasted across the
front as the week’s lead. After a number of closely
fought contests toward the end of the season,
Voorheesville finally finished as league champions with
a 13-7record. Slingerlands finished in second place (12-
7) and Delanson third (12-8). Delmar, Altamont and
McKownville finished fourth, fifth and sixth
respectively.

Toward the end of October, Voorheesville was
awarded the Spaulding trophy which was broughtinto
the village and placed in the window of F.R. Wiltsie’s
store for all to see. On the trophy body was inscribed the
names of the victors:John Smith (manager), R.F. Perkins,
J.J. Flanagan, P.F. Berrigan. C.L. Hagan, J.M. Rosler
(captain), R.T. Elkington, J.H. Ryan, M.J. Pafundi, F.A.
Sandy, Oscar B. Vunck (president) Raymond White, ].F.
Weymeyer, F.A. Wilson and F.L. Relyea.

During the next two seasons the village teams did not
fare as well. Castleton joined the league the second year
and won the trophy. However, the league continued to
prosper until the war came. Then the draft made players
so scarce that Slingerlands and Voorheesville formed a
joint team, alternating games at their respective home
fields.

In the spring of 1918, the Albany County League was
formed with Elsmere, New Scotland, Guilderland and
McKownville combining to form a successful first
season. The following year, with the bulk of the live
draftees back home, the league expanded to eightteams
which included Altamont, Voorheesville, Delanson,
Slingerlands, New Scotland, McKownville, Elsmereand
Guilderland. Slingerlands with a 17-3 record handily
won the first season.

Anoteneeds tobe added here about the village's first
efforts at another sport- basketball. By 1914 basketball
had become a part of the village's winter life when a



Voorheesville Athletic Association’s 1916-1917 basketball team. Front row (I to r): Paul Fredenburgh, Ray White, Earl

MacMillan (inanager),

Pafundi, Relyea, Dick Elkingtor. Jack Smith (referee).

team was formed under the auspices of the Voorheesville
Athletic Association.!On November 21,1914, a Saturday
night, the Voorheesville All Professional Basket Ball
Team played its first game at the Gcd Fellows Hall. It
was the first game of basketball ever played in the
village. The home team, comprised of Joe Evers, H.
Runsley, M. McGrath, W. O’Brien, F. McGraw and P.
Berrigan, defeated the Troy Mystics before an
enthusiastic crowd.

By 1916 the Athletic Association =ad finally ouilt a
clubhouse in the Schell block. The Vaorheesville team,
decked outinits new suits of garnet end white, b=at the
Crimson Five of Albany, 54-11, in itz first game there.
Octogenarian and life-long resident of Voorheesville,
Roy Flansburgh, says thecrowdsat these gamesbecame
so enthusiastic at times that fights were more than an
occasional occurrence. Flansburgh says that on one
occasion a fan jumped out of the stands and went
through the floor above the store.

Each year the Athletic Association sponsored a gala
field day in an effort to raise funds for its act vities
which was attended by large crowds. About this time
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Chappy Crannell, Earl Slabon and Ray Pafundi (mascot). Back row (I to 1): Elwood Albright, Mike

track had also become part of the village’s sports
schedule. Whi'eit seemshard to believe, inMay 1919 an
indoor track meet was held in the Methodist Church
hall.

6. Wanting A Place To Read
s the village grew and solidified into a

community, a small but enthusiastic

group concerned itself with establishing

a free library in the community. The
group was made up of those who had an interest in
reading and generally in more intellectual or cultural
activities. Part of the group included Mary Vosburgh,
Lavinia Joslin and Mrs. Stephen Daring who, at an
earlier date had started a local chapter of the Bay View
Club. This was essentially a study group dedicated to
larger world cultural issues.! But these three women
and other early supportersof a free publiclibrary found
the project an vphill battle every step of the way.
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Drpactment o7 Public Arstrucsion

To e B Criny, 3

Toz) E. Deyton Joslir ¢1864-1923;; (bottom) Arthur
Cregg’s Sth grade report card for 1398 when ae was a
smudent ¢ Jostin's, Greggusho latzrwrote ‘Ola Hellebergh’
in 1936, said his interest in history was fostered by Joslin
nearly £0 vears earlier,

it
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The man responsible for the very first library in the
village was E. Dayton Joslin. Joslin had been a school
teacher before opening a hardware store on Main Street
with his brother, Jesse, in 1890. E. Dayton, always an
avidreader, worked toward getting the State Circulating
Library into the village. That came in 1901 after
arrangements had been made for thelibrary to be set up
in the rear of Albert Borst’s restaurant. This effort of
Joslin’swassymbolic of hisefforts to encouragelearning
in the community at all age levels.

As ateacher and principal in the Voorheesville grade
school and later as school board member, Dayton Joslin
wasresponsible for cultivatingas muchloveforlearning
among the young as anybody in those years. Former
students still recall whata profound influence he had on
their love for reading and learning generally.

The State Circulating Library remained the main
source of reading materials in the community until late
1914, when a number of residents began to talk about
securing “subscriptions” for a new free library.
According to former village resident Marion Vosburgh,
Frederick Griesman had been a major influence in
arranging for the library. Vosburgh, who served as a
volunteer in the library herself for a time, says the
foundry owner wasinterested in gettingbooksinforeign
languages for many of his workers who were Poles,
Slovaks and Italians. By the first week of January 1915,
$100 in subscription monies has been collected for the
library which prompted those interested to talk more
specifically about its formation.

By mid January, a number of residents met on a
Saturday afternoon and established thefirstfreelibrary.
During the meeting the Rev.5.M. Adsit, theRev.George
W.Easton, StephenJ. Daring, C.V.Griesman. E. Dayton
Joslin, Mrs. Fisher M. Joslin, Mrs. Oscar B. Vunck, Mrs.
John C. Guffin, Mrs. Franklin E. Vosburgh and Miss
Eleanor Fisher wereelected trustees. The chiefbenefactor
of the library during its earliest days was none other
than Griesman himself. He not only donated monies for
its development but at one point purchased a parcel of
property for the library on Main Street.

In January 1915, the newly elected board of trustees
lost no time in getting things off the ground. The new
library was open for the purpose of lending books on
Saturday, January 23. Library hours were from 2 to 6
p-m. and each subsequent Saturday. Addie Bewsher,
daughter of grocer Thomas Bewsher, served as the first
librarian on a volunteer basis. She waslater followed by
Mildred Guffin (circa 1932-1937) after Guffin had
finished a formallibrary degree at Columbia University.

Forresidentsof the Voorheesville school district there
was no charge for lending books but those outside the
district were required to pay 50 cents a year for the
privilege. However, a $1 annual fee was charged to
become a member of the library. For $25 a person could
become a life member. These funds were used for both
the maintenance of the library and for the purchase of



Frederick Griesman (d. 1932), builder and owner of the
Albany Malleable Iron Works Foundry, was a major
supporter of the Voorheesville Free Library from the
outset.

new books. The decisions about new acquisitions were
made by Mary Vosburgh and Flora Guffin, wife of the
secretary of the Savings and Loan Association. During
this period the library was located in the village hall in
a room it shared with the savings and loan association.

Withina year, by January 1916, great strides had been
madeinthelibrary’sexpansion particularlyin its number
of acquisitions. The trustees were proud to announce
that there were now over 700 books available to
Voorheesville residents as well as those available from
the State viaitstravelinglibrary. The Library Association
also boasted of 122 contributing members and its
expanded circulation hours. Inaddition to being able to
borrow books during fourhours on Saturday afternoon,
villagers could borrow books on Wednesday evenings
from 7 to 8 p.m.

But financing still proved to be a problem for the
trustees. In December 1916 a home talent show was
organized to raise funds for the continuation of the
library. The show was to be under the direction of Anna
Lilyan Dunkel, a professional stage coach known for
bringing in the crowds. It's not known how much was
made at the talent show but several months later,

Playbill for 1916 library fundraiser at Odd Fellows
Hall,
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HOME TALENT SHOW

O0DD FELLOWSB' HALL, VOORHEESVILLE, N. Y.

Monday Eve., Dec. 4th, 1916

BENEFIT OF VOORHEESVILLE FREE LIBRARY.

Resorved Beats 35c. General Admission 25c. Children 10c.
Tickets on sule at Pitcher & Wayne’s.

PROGEA,
o — ¥
I. MARRIAGE OF TOM THUMB.
BEIAL .. . s « o on e cromets s areis o Saerale s ols el fimereiese Marguerite Joslin
Tom Thumb ...ttt Donald Vosburgh
Flower Girls ......... o i e Miargaret Torlish

Virginia Smith
Muriel Radeliffe

CUpid coxyy TE-Face - « FEECEEETEREEE: « TEE « « L% - 5 Clayten Piteher
N2 Jof Tlonon 8 Lo B Worer Prrell Sowenes.d fouede.d 1§ sssorolelose Gertrude Houck
Ringbearer ... ... ... . i Donald Long
R o0 0 & 00 1D o & M 00 2 0 0 B0 06 O85 0.0 I o John Lange
Cliftor Wood
Bridesmaids ...... ... i iiiiiiiiii e Harriett Rivenburg
. Lorna Reed
NSMIBEEE) (o B, forosa e Plaoee Sl ae St A . . - Tvan Osterhout
Father of Bride ................ ... ... .. ... Milton Hotaling
Mother of Bride ............... ... Mildred Gufiin
Grandpareuts of Bride ......... .. Patrick Bimmons
. ituth Uslrunder
President and Mrs. Wilson ..., Ear] Rivewburg
Josephine Simmons
Old Maid Friends ....oiuvniiiiiiii i iiiieianan, Helen Rieci
Great Aunts ....v. vttt Helen Piteher
Leta Brunk
Cousin from Jtaly ... i i, Nuzinn Sacco
Father and Mother Thumb ........ ... ... ... ..o, Gordon Reed
Stella Brunk
Ol Behool Friend ....ovniinniiiiniiiiinianne, Rose Bimmons
Cousin from Mexico ............. STEET: . X - XY - . Josephine Tork
Aunt from New York ...o...iciiiiaiiiia LLn Louise’ Hotaling
Old Beal ......uvieniiiiiiii it i iaaans Newton Relyea
Great Grandfather ............... ... cciiiiiiiiann Stanley Horuer
Great Grandmother ........coovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie., Ruth Young
Bister of Bride ............. .. i i i, Marie Russo
WEDDING SONGS
¢“0Oh, Promise Me'’ ... ............ .. ..ol Miss Helen Vanderpoel
“ILove You Truly™ ..., Miss Gertrude Coughtry

Pianist, Miss Advlaide Bewsher.
TI. DANCE OF TIE GIDDY GIRLS.

THE GIRLS—Misses Florence Ferguson, Laura Van Wormer, Mar-
guerite Elkinton, Katherine Wayne, Carvie Martin, Verna Severson, Flor-
ence Gilbert and Mrs. Gertrude Ochampangh. 1

THE MEN—Willard Brady, Kenneth Murtin, Floyd Smith, Royal
Coughtry, Walter Wood and Floyd Brunk,

Accompanist, Miss Harriett Bell,

ITI. 1916 OLD MAID CONVENTION,
Dramatis Personac

Josephine Jane Green, President ................. Mrs. Mary Vosburgh
Rovilly Abigail Bobbs, Secretury ...... ..o Mrs. Flora Guffin
Ruoth Jane Seeknofurther, Treasurer .............. Mrs. Lillian Joslin
Augusta Prim (deaf) ..o Miss Elcanor Fisher
Susle Sorrowheart ......... ... ..o ... ogjoooa Mrs. Minnie Michel
f“Shure from Cork.”’
Jerusha Matilda Spriggins ... .. oo, Miss Laura Coughtry
Prances Lueretia Lasthope ................ Miss Gertrude Coughtry
Portia Olivia Bennett Miss Dora Cummings

Gloriana Gadabout .............. .. ...l Mrs. Cora Crounse
Peachy Pinky White (chronic giggler .. Mr. Henry Crounse
Penelope Gertrude Doolittle .. g ..... Mrs, Hattie Joslin
... Mrs, Amanda Vanderpoel

Ballie May Willing .........

Tubitha Tattlofuets ....o.oovviiiiiiiii s Mri. Helen Ogshury
Priseilla Akemequick ... Mes, Ella 8haw
Gloriana Popover .. ...eiiiniiiierrin i Mrs. Harriet Gilbert
Betsey Bobbith ...oovviiiviiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaes Mrs. Millie Bagiey
Violet Ann Twaddles ... it Mrs, George Taylor
Alarv Jane Leftover ... iaiiiiiiiiiiieins Prof. W. T. Radcliffe
Charity Longface .........oviiiiiviinennniannn Mra. Lavinia Joslin
Priscilla Hope ......c.oiiiiiiiirrinnronnnens Mrs. Lottie Radcliffe
Nerissa Ethel Huggins ..........oooiiiiiiinn Miss Myra Osterhout
Jane Maria Coy ... ..o i e i Mrs, Lizzie Jones
Melinde Lovejoy ........oviiiiiiiiiiieiains Miss Adelaide Bewsher
Dottie Bweetness ........ ..o Mr, Peter Michel
Patience Desireman ..... ... ... i Miss Ida Oliver
Professor Makeover ........... ..o oiiiieiinea, Prof. W. T. Radcliffe
Doctor Crackenmbomes ................ccooviinn.. Myr. Henry Crounse

Mudeovers

Bh'e Bridel srrmir e 5 voeniE -EE) SeE .. Miss Lavra Van Wormer
The Becitor ...covvvvnieiiiiisenereinionrenionas Miss Mabel Horner
The Brunette ... 0 0 iviiiiinioneiceeereeainns Mra, W, T. Radcliffe
The MBD socvererreneianraionneans LR . k. . B Mr. Willard Brady

Accompanist, Mrs. Mary Daring.

DANCING AFTER THE SHOW. GOOD MUSIOC.



February 1917, the friends of the library asked that a
proposition be put on the March ballot asking residents
to vote for an annual $200 stipend to keep the library
going. At this time the library had over 1,000 volumes
with 4,000 books loaned out during the year.

The proposition wasactively lobbied for by the Library
Association and its then president, Stephen J. Daring,
but to no avail. It was defeated soundly by a margin of
40-21. The farming-business community was not ready
to pay taxes for book learnin’. To soothe the pain of the
defeat, theboard of trustees voted the following week to
donate the use of the trustee room in the hose house to
the library without charge. They were also given the
privilege of renting to the loan association. The rent
money would be theirs but the library had to furnish its
own heat if the building’s heating system proved
inadequate for them.

Daring, a highly respected member of the community,
was incensed at the defeat of the proposition during the
election. He wrote an open letter in the April 13 issue of
the Enterprise telling the community that “a library
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cannot be run without funds any more than any other
business or enterprise.” In a direct and serious tone,
Daring asked that each member of the community
pledge at least $1 for the library to compensate for the
defeated proposition.Itisnot knownhow many dollars
Frederick Griesman contributed at this time but he was
once again mentioned in the paper as one of its major
supporters.

Despite the lack of aid of public monies, the library
continued to prosper. At its fourth year’s end, in July
1919, it had builtits collection to 1,437 volumes and had
a list of 406 regular borrowers. The average number of
books loaned each week was 87. The young Mildred
Guffin, daughter of John Guffin, was its best customer,
borrowing as many as a half dozen books each week.

For a time the hours of the library remained the same,
four hours on Saturday afternoon and one hour on
Wednesday evening. Something new wasadded for the
summer months in 1919, a story hour. And in addition
to the readings offered the young, a balopticon was
used to show slides furnished by the state.



“I would say the one thing in my
childhood that stands out and I often
think about is when gypsies came
around. They used tocomeperiodically
through our village in wagons and had
furniture and we were always told
they would steal children and my friend
and I would run and run but I
remember every summer they would
come and I remember one time when I
was sitting in the fifth grade a whole
bunch were outside. They had fancy
dresses, bright colors and they always
had their furniture piled up and their
animals with them and when I think of
my childhood I always think of them
and I was afraid of them.”

— Vera Schultz
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CHAPTER SEVEN

Government and Public Service

1. Incorporation
hroughout the afternoon of May 8, 1899,
60residentsof theunincorporated village
of Voorheesville walked up the long
flight of stairs to the justice of the peace
courtroom on the second floor of Leroy Schell’s feed
and grain store to vote. Town Clerk Levi Wood had
prepared the single proposition on the ballet asking
voters from the unincorporated village whether they
wanted to officially set themselves off from the rest of
the town through incorporation. As we have seen, for
several decades prior to the vote, the village had already
setitself apart from the town both economically and, to
a large extent, culturally. Although geographically
situated in the once-forgotten north central part of
town, withina matter of decades the village had become
New Scotland’s hub.

But for some residents, the decision to set up their
own government was not an easy matter. They and
their families had been part of the town since its
beginning nearly 70 yearsearlier. For themincorporation
had aring of treason they wanted no part of. For others
there was concern that, with a new government, they
might not only be saddled with more taxes, but also,
with the center of government situated closer to their
daily activities, find their actions more closely scrutinized

Of the 60 who voted that Monday afternoon, 39 voted
in favor of incorporation and the rest (21) against.
making Voorheesville its own political person.! Those
whofavored incorporation werejubilantnotjustbecause
of the favorable outcome of the the vote that day but
because it brought a halt to a stalemate that had lasted

OFFICIAL BALLOT FOR
CHARTER ELECTION,
VILLAGE OF VOOR-
HEESVILLE, JUNE 2,
1899.

VILLAGE.

Village Clerk.

Cover of ballot for Voorheesville’s incorporation vote.
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for seven years. Seven years earlier the issue of
incorporation had been raised in the village but
discussion was tabled almost summarily when an anti-
incorporation group raised its voice in protest.

The first serious mention of incorporation came in
June 1892 when a number of interested citizens called
for a meeting on the 15th of that month at the Grove
Hotel. To facilitate matters, they had invited two guests
from neighboring Altamont, John D. White and Orville
J. Hogan, to speak about that village's experience with
its own incorporation two years earlier. The words of
the two visitors were well received by the 10 who
showed up. Toward thecloseof themeeting, aninformal
ballot was cast; all present voted in behalf of pursuing
the issue further. Then three prominent businessmen,
William Swift, Frank Bloomingdale and Leroy Schell
were chosen by the group as a committee to draft a
resolution concerning incorporation and to circulate a
petitionaround the village for the necessary signatures.
Twenty signatures were required to put such a
proposition on the ballot. A second meeting was
scheduled for the following week.

But, at the next meeting, the committee reported that
ithadnotasyetcompleted itsassignmentand requested
of the larger group two more weeks before coming
together again. Obviously the three representatives
were having a hard time getting the required number of
signatures. A wrench had been thrown into the works
of the little movement. And that wrench had been
thrownby noneother than Conrad Fryer. Just before the
incorporation group was about to meet for the third
time, Fryer with two associates, T.C. White 2 and Ed
O’Brien, had called their own meeting in behalf of anti-
corporation. This, too, was scheduled for the Grove.

Fryer was most likely the brains behind the move.
First of all, there was the matter of his land holdings.
When the village did finally incorporate nine years
later, it contained 367.13 acres within its boundaries.
Fryer owned 100 of these including a hotel, his brick
building, barns, livery stable and more. Part of his
resistance to the move to incorporate, therefore, had to
do with his fear of greater taxation. Furthermore,
incorporation meant that government would be closer
to Fryer’s backyard and for him that meant greater
scrutiny and perhaps more control. Free spirit that he
was, Fryer, above all, would see incorporation as little
more than a burden.

However the threeanti-incorporationists managed to
do it, they brought abouta halt to the proceedings. Two



The junction of the two roads that made incorporation possible,

months after the 10 businessmen had held their first
meeting, aglow with enthusiasm, formal action to
continue the process had stopped. In the August 1892
editionofthe paper, thecorrespondent asks rhetorically
whatever happened to the incorporation movement.

No formal action was takenon incorporationone way
or another until March 1899, nearly a full seven years
later. Early that March a notice was sent about the
village stating that a voluntary meeting of the leading
businessman and citizens of the village would be held
in the front room of the second floor of Schell’s block at
8 p.m. The purpose? To discuss the advisability of
incorporation.

The minutes in the village books referring to this
meeting indicate that “the issue was freely discussed”
which meansa good argument ensued. Moreover, as in
the case of seven years earlier, those present voted in
favor of moving ahead with incorporation. This time,
however, 34residentssigned a petition foranapplication
to the town for incorporation. Interestingly among the
list of signatures on this petition was the name of T.C.
White. Clearly he had changed his point of view since
the earlier encounter. However, still absent from the list
were the names of Conrad Fryer and Edward O’Brien.

The application was filed with the town clerk and a
public hearing was scheduled before Town Supervisor
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Albert Vanderpool on Monday, April 10. It was still
anticipated by those in favor that strong opposition to
the proposal might be mustered at the last minute, but
itnever was. This time Fryer’seffortswerenot successful,
in large part because, in the seven years since he first
opposed the move, too much interest had developed in
self government. Plus, there were too many newcomers
inthe village with clout such as the Cummings Brothers.
Besides, Fryer was in his 70th year and though still
seemingly spry in body and spirit, he probably had less
energy to take on the rest of the village. Perhaps his
rheumatism had gotten the better of him. Regardless,
within three months he would be dead.

As we began at the outset then, on May 8th, the vote
was presented to the entire community and
Voorheesville became an incorporated village. As part
of the incorporation papers, the village boundarics
were set. The entire village consisted of only 367.13
acres and a population of 487. On May 19, Leroy Schell
was appointed temporary village clerk.

How strange that, throughout the pages of the town’s
record books, there is no mention of the village’s move
to incorporate. The only evidence that something
happened to someresidents of the townis found inlines
drawn through the names of Voorheesville residents on
the annual tax assessment rolls.



2. A Government Is Established
s village clerk pro tem, Leroy Schell’s
first job was to make arrangements fora
villagewide election for government
officials. He drew up and posted a notice
in conspicuous places about the village informing
residents that an election of public officials would be
held on June 2 at the courtroom on the second floor of
Schell’s block from noon to 4 pm. Ballots would be cast
for president, two trustees, a treasurer and tax collector.
Thenotices, alegal formality, were superfluousexcept
maybe for time and place of the election because
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negotiations were already under way as to who would
constitute the first government. On May 24 a mini-
bipartisan convention was held at the Grove Hotel for
anyone interested in selecting a ticket for the upcoming
election. Hereit was decided that only one ticket would
be puton the ballot, perhaps in the name of expediency,
perhaps because the most viable candidates would
come from the unified pool of incorporationsupporters.
Nevertheless, each major party made its respective
nominations.

For president (mayor) the Republican nominee, as
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Notice is hereby given that an election of
officers will be held in the village of Voorhees-
ville, N. Y., at the Court Room, second floor of
Schell Block, on Friday, June 2d 1899, between
the hours of 12 m. and 4 p. m., for the purpose-
of electing the following officers of such vil-

~ lage: - - *

A President, two Trustees, a Treasurer and
a Collector to serve until the third Tuesday in
March, 1900.

Dated May 20, 1898.

LEROY S. SCHELL,
Village Clerk.
¥
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Notice of first village election.
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THIS BALLOT SHOULD BE MARKED IN ONE OF TWO WAYS WITH A PENCIL HAVING BLACE LEAD.

TO VOTE A STRAIGHT TICEET, MAKE A CROSS X MARK WITHIN THE CIRCLE ABOVE ONE OF THE PARTY COLUMNS

TO VUTE A SPLIT TICKET, THAT I8, FOR CANDIDATES OF DIFFERENT PARTIES, THE VOTER SHOULD MAKE A CHOSS X
MARK BEFORE THE NAME OF EACH CANDIDATE FOR WHOM HE VOTES.

LF THE TICKET MARKED IN THE CIRCLE FOR A STRAIGHT TICKET DOES NOT CONTAIN THE NAMES OF CAXN DIDATES FOR

ALL OFF-CES FOR WHICH THE ELECTOR MAY VOTE, HE MAY VOTE FOR CANDIDATES FOR

SUCH OFFICES 80 OMITTED

BY MAKING A CROSS X MARK BEFORE THE NAMES OF CANDIDATES FOR SUCH OFFICES ON ANOTHER TICKET, OR KY

WRITING THE NAMES IF THEY ARE NOT PRINTED UPON THE BALLOT, IN
BALLOT, WRITE THE NAME OF SUCH PERSON, UNDER THE TITLE OF THE
MARK USED FOR TEHE PURPOSE OF VOTING OR ANY ERASURE MADE ON TRIS

OF THE OFFICE.
TO VOTE FOR A PERSON NOT ON THE
OFFICE. IN THE BLANEK COLUMN.
ANY OTHER MARE THAN THE CROSS X

THE BLANK COLUMN UNDER THE TITLE

BALLOT. MAEKES IT VOID, AND NO VOTE CAN BE COUNTED HEREON.
IF YOU TEAR, OR DEFACE, OR WRONGLY MARK THIS BALLOT, RETURN IT AND OBTAIN ANOTHER

...................................................................................................................................
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UNION TICKET.
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For President,
FRANK BLOOMINGDALE.

BLANK COLUMN.,

THE ELECTOR MAY WRITE IN
THE COLUMN BELOW, UNDER
THE TITLE OF THE OFFICE,
THE NAME OF ANY PER-ON
WHOSE NAME IS NOT PRINTED
UPON THE BALLOT, FOR WHOM
HE DEsIRES TO VOT®

For Pn.'sident,

Four Trustee,
RUFUS FLANSBURGH.

For Trustee,

For Trustee,
ABRAM RELYEA.

For Trustee,

For Treasurer,
"LEROY S. SCHELL.

For Collector,
JAMES S. RELYEA.

For Treasurer,

For Caollector,

Ballot for first village election.

might be expected, was Frank Bloomingdale.
Bloomingdale was not only one of the leading
businessmen in the village but had served two terms in
the state assemtly from Albany County’s First District.
He was known, well-liked, as well as a major factor in
making incorporation a reality. In opposition to
Bloomingdale the Democrats put up their favorite son,
E. Dayton Joslin. Joslin was also a leading businessman
and well-respected in the village. From the 121 votes
cast in the mostly Republican village the outcome was
hardly a surprise. Bloomingdale received 93 votes and
Joslin just 28. Bloomingdale, therefore, would head the
ticket.

For the position of treasurer, Thomas Bewsher was
nominated but turned the invitation down. In his place
was nominated Conrad Fryer who was slated against
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Leroy Schell. Seventy votes were cast in this contest.
Fryer received 21 and Schell 49, making Schell the
village’s firstnominee for treasurer. Laterin the meeting
James Goodfellow was nominated for the position of
trustee but he turned that nomination down. Finally,
Rufus Flansburgh and Abram Relyea were nominated
for the two open trustee positions and both accepted.
The four candidates would make up the single ticket of
the Union Party for an election that was scheduled for
less than two weeks away. On the paper ballot space
was provided on one side for write-in candidates.
When the poll closed on election day, 107 votes had
been cast for the first President. Frank Bloomingdale
received 64, John Ryall, 42 (write-in votes) and Conrad
Fryer, 1. There is no question as to who thought Fryer
shouldbe president and cast the single vote for him(self)!



But Ryall with 42 votes? Ryall, an Irish immigrant,
stood among themost popular and influential members
of thevillage. A four-year veteran of the Civil War, Ryall
had also served as town justice of the peace for four
consecutive four-year terms and had been the U.S.loan
commissioner for Albany County. The large number of
votes cast for the justice of the peaceis anindication that
the Democrats made a second and strong effort to
defeat Bloomingdale. However, to no avail.

Three days after the election, Bloomingdale called
together the newly elected officials foran organizational
meeting at his office on Main Street. The first order of
business of the novice administration was to appoint a
permanent village clerk. Attorney Stephen J. Daring
was nominated and approved 3-0. James Goodfellow,
whoduring the convention had declined the nomination
for village trustee, was appointed street commissioner.
He too received a favorable 3-0 vote.

At the next meeting, on the 14th of June, the trustees
laid the legal groundwork for assessing residents by
deciding to have an official survey made of the village.
They passed a resolution to hire Altamont surveyor
Leslie Allen to make both an official survey and a map
of the village. Allen had both of these completed and in
the hands of the trustees by their September 3 meeting.

But since the new government hadn’t had an
opportunity to raise revenue through taxation, it was
without monies with which to run governmental
operations, particularly services such as all-important
road work. The trustees passed aresolution therefore to
borrow $200 from Catherine Flansburgh and later $15
from C.A. Van Auken.

During the first fiscal year which ended on February
28,1900, the village’s expenses totaled $169.85. Most of
that, $108, went to Leslie Allen for his survey and map.
Having begun with $200 the balance for the year was
$30.15. While preparing the fiscal report, Schell made
some projections for the upcoming year. He estimated
that $300 would be needed to keep things going, $250 of
which would go toward road maintenance. Another
$215 would have toberaised in order to pay Flansburgh
and Van Auken what was owed them.

In the newly constituted village, term of office for all
positions had been set up for only a year so that, before
the new tickethad a chance to do much of anything, the
time for nominating officers for the second year had
already rolled around. This time the political parties
were more seriousaboutdrawing party lines. They held
two separate caucuses fromwhichevolved two separate
tickets to be presented to the voters on election day.

Throughout the years, however, the two-ticket system
remained the exception in Voorheesville’s electoral
history. Another two-party ticket would not come along
until 1907 and the one after that not for another seven
years. Beginning with the second election, one of the
trustees would be elected for a two-year term in order
to provide some continuity to the administration.
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REPORT OF THE

Treasurer of the village of Yoorheesyille
+ For the Fiscal Year Ending Feb, 28, 1900,
GENERAL FUND,

RECEIPTS
From trustees........ ... $200.00
DISBURSEMENTS,
Altamont Enterprise. 508
Lieslis Allen ...... 108 00
| Rufus Flaushurgh. 900
| Abram Relyeu... 11 00
| 0. 8. Puliman... 7.40
I8, J. Daring.......... 17.60
'L 3 Shell.vvees eeennes 450
Albert Vanderpoel........ 6.00
Morris BarriB.vevviaenenn 145 169.85

Bulapcee on hand...oee....$30.15
OUTSTANDING INDEBTEDNESS.

To Catherine A. Flansburgh 200 00
300, A, VanAuken........ 15.00
| Totaleeeeiionnnn, $215 00

L 8 SCHELL, Treasurer.

Dated March 5th 1900,
The board of trustees make the fol-
fowing estimate of the amount of monsy

vecussary to be raised by tax for the
fiscal year endivg Feb. 28th 1901:

For General Fuod ....... 5 $75 00
For Salary Fuoud.......... 25.00
Forv Street Fund............ 250.00

I addition thereto it will be necessary
to raise the suwm of $215. to pay the
claims of Catherine A. Flansburgh and
C. A. VanAuken, making the total
smount to be raised for the fiscal yesr,
2565.

FRANK BLOOMINGDALE, Pres.,
Rurus FLANSBURGH.
ABRAM RELYEa, }’I‘rus.
S. J. Daring, Clerk,
Dated VoorheesviMe, March 5th 1900,

Village expenditures for first year of operation.

However, the office of president would continue for a
year until 1927. At that time the term was extended to
two years and the title of the office was changed from
president to mayor.

In the March 1900 election, the Republicans scored
heavily again. Bloomingdale was elected for a second
termas president, defeating Frank Kaiser, 78-40. Indeed
Bloomingdale would hold this office more than any
other person in the history of the village, 15 times all
told, from 1899-1905, from 1908-1910 and from 1916-
1920.

Therestof the 1900 Republican ticket was also handily
elected. Rufus Flansburgh defeated E. Dayton Joslin for
the two-year trustee position by a margin of 76-41.
Abram Relyea defeated John Cummings for the one-
yeartrustee positionalsoby 76-41. For treasurer William
Shaw defeated George Relyea 77-40 and James Relyea
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Voetheesville grade school players in the early part of the century. Front row (I to r): Marguerite Elkington, Dorothy Gillett,
Alice Osterhout, C. L. Bawmes (teacher), Roval Coughtry, Howard Ostrander, William Crannell; back row (I tor): Mildred

Var Auken, Henry Martin, Ruth Williams, Mildred LaGrange, Walier Wood, Henry Relyea, Earl Slabon,

Nowice Osterhout, Mildred Osterhout and Ira Ferguson.

defeated Adam Relyea 77-40 for tax collecior.

At {-eir meeting on the thirty-first of Ma-ch 1900, the
trustecs passed the first village ordinances. One of these
stipulated thatallresidents of the village makesidewalks
in front of their homes; the second that s'dewalks be
kept c.2ared of snow and dirt and all other substances.
Furthzrmore, anyone desiring to put up a building
woulc henccforth be required to obtain a building
permiz.

The rest of the ordinances were concerred with the
maintenance of basic public order. There was to be no
horse racing in the strect. That meant no one could
exceed: a speed of eight miles per hour within village
boundaries. Moreover, no cattle, swine, mules, horses,
were - beallowed to run atlarge in the streats or public
areas =nd those found guilty of public .ntoxication
would be fined.

In czder to carry on with public works, the village
began to purchase needed equipment. Thisit purchased
fromveriousmerchantsin the village. Seemiagly, during
this erz the question of conflict of interests was not a
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Laura Relyea,

significant concern. We find numerous examples of an
individual as public official signing a purchase order,
then as a businessman selling those items to the village
and then, back as a public official, paying the bill. In
August 1900, for example, the village under the
leadership of Frank Bloomingdale decided to purchase
a plow and related highway equipment. These items
were sold to the village at the cost of $21.55 by Frank
Bloomingdale. There are may other examples of public
officials selling materials to the village as private
businessmen. But when there was only one placein the
village to buy such items, the only alternative for the
village administration would havebeen to purchase the
items in another village. To what end?

In the next several elections, greater concern was
shown for providing basic public services such as fire
protection and water. On the 1902 ballot, several
propositions were offered to the public and passed: on
having a police justice, establishing a Board of Fire
Commissioners and bonding the village for $4,000 to
pay for a village water system.



The hose company’s first piece of fire fighting equipment.

3. Hose Company No. 1
o citizen in the village wanted and
perhaps needed an organized fire
department more thar: the village’s hay
and straw merchant and first mayor,
Frank Bloomingdale. As we have scen, with
Bloomingdale’s bus:ness, not -0oo much time would
pass before a fire would break >ut ir: one of his barns
often resulting in th2 loss of ar: entire barn of nay or
straw and sometimes expensive ecuipment. In 1888
Bloomingdale had lost 60 tons >f hay and a barn and
again in January 1897 another 50 tons with damages
estimated at $3.000. The nature of th= materials of his
trade tended to put @ dampe= on the most enthusiastic
response of those who came to the rescue. In tha 1897
blaze, for exan-ple, -he alarm sounzed imrmediately,
100 men showed up in minutes with buckets in hand,
butall they could do was stand and wetch thzbarnburn
to the ground.

Itisunderstandable, therefore, thatwhen thefirst two
propositions on the ballot of the March 18, 1¢02 election
passed by a wide ma~zin, most villagers were plzased,
but Bloomingdale was ecstatic. These two propositions
permitted the village administration to first sct up a
board of fire commissioners and secondly to spend
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sornemoney to pu-chase firs zc aipment. Thisequipmen-
would turn outto >z notair.grrorethanahose on a two-
wheelec cart that had tc be pulled by hani from thc
hose house where it was kep- to the fire Ettsuch wes
staze of the at for its day. Fowever rucimentery, tte
cart-pulied hose would prove to be more efficient thar.
water-filled buckets passed from hand to hend aong e
line of men.

Two weeks after -he propesidions abou: startir.g a fire
department were passed (Azril 1, 1912), a meeting was
held at the Odd Fellows Hall (then Jocated above
Giloert’s Feed and Gra:n), for those interestad in
organizing such a deparimert. Fran< Bloomingdzle,
thevillage presidentchaired tazsmallgroapand Ceorge
Ha'lenbeck served as secretary. Afte~ some discassion,
an election was Feld and the village’s first firc hose
company officials selezed. _2Roy MacMillar. was
elected foreman (ctief); Freric Csterhout firstaseistart
foreman; Leroy Schell, reoreszntative ard Fred Cucry
secretarv. The new company was to de kncwn as
VoorheesvilleHoseCo.No. 1. A comrttee wass2_ecred
to solicit members for the n2w department and to worx
on a set of by-laws.

Eow uncanny thetther.aw v const: tated deparmert



ose company No. ~ i1 190%,

nearly had its first opportunity to show its stuff on thke
very night cf its organizational meeting. While the
meeting was in progress, W.S. Pomeroy’s blacksmith
shop on Main Street caught fire. But nothing -ame of it
as Jomeroy was able to put the fire ou: without much
ado. Even if the newly organized dzpartment had
responded, is methods would have been no differer.t
from what they had been for decades.

Whilethe new department wasfilled with enthusiasm,
it had n> money in its treasury to operate Tte fire
cormissioners, therefore, encouraged citizens of the
village to help out by making contribuzions &s soon as
possible. Among the first to do so was Frank
Bloominzdale who offered a gift of $5. To help raise
additicnal funds, thecompany also sporsored a number
of sccial events, dances and ice cream socials from
which it raised fairly good sums of money.

Those citizens interested in joining the departmer.t
made formel application via letter. Usually the
application was brought forward at a meeting, tabled
for a week for consideration, after which the nominez
wasvoredin. Applicants were placed either on activecr
inactive thonorary) duty. Occasionally a firemanmight
be moved from one category to the other and later bacx

agair. In the earliest days, the number of men ranged
from between 15 anc 2E.

The crganizatior. itsel’ was run in a qaasi-military
marner. For examp.e. thosz who missed a meeting
warz finad, albei: a smell sam of money, uztally 10
cents. Or some oxcasions th2 stakes were raised to 25
cents and when Leroy 5chall missed the 19C3 annual
mzetng, he was fined a half dollar. Moreover, when
dues werznotpaid after a period of time, the delinquent
fircman “was given a warrirg. If he didn’t respond after
a tiri2, he was expelled frox. the company.

Acterkeing in operation fo- abouta year. the cecision
was mace that the depariment begin drilling. Each
Wednesday, when the mer gathered, therc’ore, the
company’s drill master would conduct a drill for a
period of time. By March 1905. the department decided
to go the full nin2 yards. A- the third maeti=g of the
mor.th each of the men wes reasured for a unifermand
an order was placed at M. C. Silley Co. fer 30 ata cost of
$32¢. Thz spiffy new oufits consisted of white duck
trousars, ared coat anc red hat. Residents of the village
didn't heve to wait long to see their department in its
new duds forthemenshcwed up atthe Dezoration Day
dance thatyearin fulldr=ss. In August, so that the outfit
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Morris Harris” application to be an honorary member of
the fire department.

might look complete, the men were ordered to buy a
pair of white gloves at the cost of 13 cents a pair.

As the department became more proficient in its
dr:lls, the men sought to show off what they had
accomplished. From time to time, they would appear as
a unit in full dress and put on a drill at one of th2
department’s social functions to the delight of their
audiences. However, the new department was not a.l
footwork and fancy dress. Shortly after the board of fire
ccmmissioners was first organized, it did purchase a
hose cartand in May 1904, it erected a small structure to
house the cart across from Comstock Corner on the sit2
waere the first fire house was later built.

But before the department was able to show off its
drill routines or even its uniforms for the first time, it
hzd already been called upon for assistance. That was
or: Sunday January 22, 1905. At 1:15 p.m. the fire alarm
sounded throughout the village in response to a fire in
a hay barn on the Fryer estate belonging to Frank
Bloomingdale. To complicate matters, the firemen werz
tc'd that the westend of the building was being used as
a tenement by the section gangs employed on the D&H
ard W.S. railroads.

Within a few minutes of the alarm, 28 men from everv
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part of the village had made it to the scene of the fire.
Those in charge of the cart brought it from the hose
house running a half mile at breakneck speed to the
fired barn; others carried theladders. Inno time themen
had a stream playing and engaged in their first fire. All
were anxious as a stiff January wind kept shooting
sparks in the direction of the populated part of the
village.

Although the men had responded quickly, by the
time the water was turned on Bloomingdale’s 70 tons of
hay wasa solid blaze. There wasno possibility of saving
any of it. The men, therefore, concentrated their efforts
on the part of the building where the section gang was
living, helping the railroad workers to move all their
belongings, exceptforacoupleof stoves, to safer ground.
For four hours the crew continued to hose the burning
straw, having set up two additional lines closer to the
heart of the village in case flying sparks touched other
buildings off.

At the end of the day, the secretary wrote in the
company’slogofitsfirsteffort: “Nothing could be done
with fire on account of 70 tons of straw in building
which burned fiercely.” In the blaze, Bloomingdale lost
notonly 70 tons of rye straw but ahay press as well. His
damages amounted to $4,000. He carried no insurance.
The sectiongang tenants, with the help of thefirefighters,
were able to salvage most of their belongings. In

Original firehouse, today village hall.



Fire departinent about 1928, Front row (I to r): Robert T. Coughtry (chief), Harry Gainsley. Royal Coughtry, Lee Chesebaro,

Elwood Aibright, William Vosburg, Carl Reckenburg, Robert E. Secor,
Orlando Ward, John Kasmmerver; top row (I to v): Michcel Pafunda,

Raynesford, Leroy Jacobson, Clifford Severson, Home» Corbin.

appreciation for the department’s efforts, shortly & ter
the fire Frank Bloomingdale made another $5
contributionto thedepartment’s treasury. Themerchant-
mayor wou.d continue to make similar contributions
from time tc time.

Perhaps the company was not fully satisfied with its
first performance that Jaruary night, because by
Septemboer cf that year the members made the decis.on
to begin having practice sessions with the hose cart.

Thesecond firebeganat the cider milland was putout
quickly. The third was also 10 great fire, but is worth
mentioning because it serves as another example of -he
kind of life come railroad laborers lived at the time. It
also reveals a practical problem the departrent
encountered early on. This time the alarm also sounced
ona Sunday, on January 21, 1906. A fire had broken out
inarailroad car set up as living quarters by some of the
workers. The chief problem fcr the department was that
the alarm wes set off near church hour so that most of
the department thought theb2ll was ringing for church.
Therefore, only a few men stowed up. However, they
were able to make short shri’t of the fire and save the
belongingsof thelaborers. The department wasbothered
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Frank Ostzrhout, Wiiliam Young, Elsbree Jones,
Wesley H. Jacobson, Clarence Van Worsmner, Raymond C,

about the confus:on of sigrals, and to avoid a similar
fiasco in the future, wizhin two months it had installed
an elzctric fire alarm. By April the department, at its
own expense ($150) had purchased 20 alarms and a
sufficient number of bells which were placed about the
village in strategiz locetions.

All this time the dera-tment had been using borrowed
space in the Odc Fellows Hall for its meetings and,
despite the amerities available there, the men were
growingincreasir gly irapatient with the situation. They
wanted their owr. building both for meetings and the
storage of equipment. They made the case that their cart
washoused inone building, theirladderskeptinabarn,
their quarters situated :n a third building and they had
no place to dry their hoses after a fire.

The firemen persisted so that by September 1909 they
werecloscrto thei~goal. They had purchased abuilding
lot from Addie Criffin whizh they were prepared to
donate to the village, if the village would agree to erect
a building for their us2 and for all other village groups.
Nothing happene. By the beginning of the next year
(1910 they grew morz adamant, boldly reminding
villagz officials of the zlarm system they had installed at



their own expense, that they had shown themselves
capable of fighting fires and that their excellent
firefighting record had resulted in a reduction of fire
insurance for village residents. And what of their
uniforms? To sum up their case, they stated that the
mortgage on the new building would cost no more than
the $150 already being allotted to them from tax monies
each year. As they say, who could argue with that?

By the fall of that year a foundation trench was being
dug for the new fire hall on Center Street. But there was
a change in plans. The department decided to buy the
lotwhere the hose house was situated (on Voorheesville
Avenue) and build there. Therefore, at its December 20
meeting, the trustees made the motion to move the new
fire house to the Bell lot where the hose house was
situated.

In1911the new building wasdone. But the department
was not done with the Odd Fellows who had erected
theirnew lodgebuilding several years earlier next door.
InJanuary the firemen had to ask their neighbors for use
of their hall since the fire department building did not
havesufficientheat. Within a few years, the department
had proven itself to be even more successful in
responding to and putting out fires so that by September
1914 a fire insurance commission agreed there was
sufficient evidence to warrant another lowering of fire
insurance rates in the village.

Despite the increased confidence village residents
had in their department and its increasing ability to
handle fires, there would be fires to come that would be
beyond any department’s competence to handle. In
March 1907 the Nickel Works Building (former shirt
factory) burned to the ground and on October 1916 the
Phoenix Foundry was destroyed, huge fires in old dry
wooden buildings.

By April 1928, the department had taken a major step
to enter the 20th century by purchasing a 500-gallon
pumper from American LaFrance Company at a cost of
$5,250. And none too soon, for on October 12, 1934
Oscar Vunck’s Feed Mill and Coal Yards broke out in
flames in a fire beyond imagination. Seven other
companies were called to help including equipment
from Albany. The loss was estimated at $30,000.

On March 6, 1951, the Duffy-Mott Cider warehouse
turned into an inferno, this time damages estimated
between $400,000 and $500,000. In October 1954 once
again, disaster visited the Vunck and Son feed mill. This
fire was so great that 250 firemen had to be called upon.
This time the damage was an astounding $300,000.
Then less than three years later on St. Patrick’s Day,
1957, 800 firemen from 14 companies had to be called to
themillsonce again to putanend to ablaze thatbrought
over $350,000 in damages. The mill fires would prove
too costly for owner George Vunck, so that shortly after
these major fires, he shut down his business.

The department saw that during many of the fires it
wascalled upon to extinguish, firstaid was often needed.
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To aid those suffering injuries not only during fires but
from accidents in the community at other times, the
department organized a first aid unitin January 4, 1936.

4.Roads and Sidewalks

or 18th and early 19th century farming

communities, the quality of the roads

that led to market and to the saw and

grist mill was of utmost importance and
a continuing concern, Even after the railroad had made
its way into the interior of New York toward the middle
of the 19th century, roads still needed to be maintained
well enough for farmers to get their produce to the
centrally located depot and for community residents to
travel about to shop, visit with each other and carry on
with daily chores.

However, in some rural areas even by the end of the
19th century, the roads were little more than widened
dirt paths that in early spring and late fall turned to
mud. The mud could be so thick in places that good
sized loads were unmovable without several teams of
horses. Otherwise farmers found their wagons stuck in
mud up to the hubs. When theroads began to dry inlate
spring, the tracks that were left by narrow wagon
wheels grew into hardened ruts that made travel
uncomfortable for the most cautious of drivers.

It is understandable why farmers rejoiced when the
first good snow fell. A two-horse sleigh could pull a
good-sized load of logs or hay or grain on the frozen
surface where a short time before several teams of
horseshad difficulty in moving the same load. Indeed,
once sleighing began, the hay and straw merchantsand
sawyers could expect a quick onrush of business. In
early January Frank Bloomingdale might expect to see
as many as 75 loads of hay and straw brought in each
day for chopping and bailing. Farmers in need of cash
or trading power would waste no time getting the hay
stored in their barns to the hay merchants in the village.
Within a short time Tygert or Bloomingdale would tell
the farming community to hold off because all their
storage barns were full.

Sawyers and lumbermen also did a brisk business
when winter snows came, as farmers could drag logs
along the road or loaded in their wagons to be cut into
planks. During several seasons when William Swift
owned the lumber business in the village, he might
expect to see as many as 1,500 logs brought to his
sawmill when the snows came.

But when roads were muddy or dry, rutted and
dusty, complaints about their condition abounded. To
keep up with the roads in their jurisdictions, town and
village officials arranged for road work to be done in
two seasonal shifts, onein thespring and a second in the
fall. Once the mud had dried sufficiently in spring, the



roads were plowed and scraped so as to level the ruts
and make the surface as smooth as possible. In an effort
to do so, as Hedrick says in his History of Agriculture,
“sod was raked in and thrown on top of the dirt, and all
stones in sight were thrown out on the road or in the
depression to be covered by dirt.””

Understandably farmers and businessmen were
alwayslooking for new waystoimproveroad conditions.
During the late 18th and early 19th centuries, several
large scale efforts were launched to provide a better
system of roads to get goods to market. In the early part
of the century, the toll road movement began. Here,
through the creation of various turnpike systems, an
effort was made to provide well-maintained roads
throughoutas much of the year as possible. A good part
of the turnpike’s maintenance was paid for by tolls
collected at gates set about every six miles. The Buffalo
turnpike (later to become the Great Western Turnpike
and still later, Western Avenue), situated to the north of
Voorheesville, as well as the Albany and Delaware
Turnpikesituated toits village’s south, were part of this
first wave of road building,.

By the middle of the 19th century, a second good-
roads movement had arisen, the plank road movement.2

In New York, after the plank road between Syracuse
and Oneida Lake had been so well received by patrons,
the legislature passed a plank road act in 1848. Within
the next two years 182 companies had received charters
to construct a road. To some it might seem somewhat
odd to see so many miles of plank road being laid on the
eve of the railroad’s enthronement as transportation
king. However, at that time many harbored a healthy
skepticismaboutthe railroad’s future, notonly aboutits
sponsors’ability to pay for such a system but whether it
would even work .

But before long, attention was fully focused on the
railroad and the plank road movement began to fade.
Many of these roads, which had begun as private
enterprise ventures, did not receive sufficient revenues
from the tolls collected to maintain their surfaces and
they deteriorated. Too often cavernous holes developed
between the planks making travel for a horse more
dangerous than on the formerly despised rutted dirt
surfaces. Some of the plank roads that survived past the
turn of the century, were complained about bitterly by
the citizenry. This was the case, for example, with the
New Scotland plank road for in the spring of 1906,
county officials were being hounded about the quality
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Voorheesville's streets were still dirt roads in the first quarter of the 20th century.
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Before salt was used on roads, crossing Voorheesville
Avenue could be a precarious adventure.

of that road. With planks broken and missing in many
places, the road’s condition had deteriorated to the
point that many passengers refused to pay tolls to its
keepers. They just went through o~ around the gate.?

To pay for public road mainterance in towns and
villages, each property owner was assessed a certain
number of days work according to the value of owned
property. The assessed residen: might work those days
himself or hire someone to do work in his stead. To
oversee the road crew that did show up, the
commissioner of roads selected an overseer of highways
or pathmaster whose job it was to make sure the work
was done in the allotted time.* Before Voorheesville was
incorporated, a pathmaster was s2l2cted from each tax
district in the town. By law the pathmaster’s job was to
pick the days for working the Toads, to round up the
work crew and get each resident to put in the number of
days assessed. When a member o: the crew failed to
show, the pathmaster was also 2xpected to collect fines
from the deviant.

When the nature of some of the work is examined, it
is clear why some might not fulfill their work
requirement. The work was not always enjoyable.
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Oftentimes, when the basic road work was done, the
crew might be asked by the pathmaster to cut noxious
weeds along the road. This was generally done once
before July and a second time before September.
Residents could also be called out by the pathmaster to
help put out fires in nearby woods. When someone
refused the call, the pathmaster had the power to order
citizens to comply under penalty of a fine.

Who was selected as pathmaster each year was of
concern to all village and town residents because the
pathmaster determined to a large extent how well the
roads would be scraped and maintained. When May
rolled around each year, villagers would begin to query:
“Who's going to be the pathmaster this year?” And
when the roads were not done well, the pathmaster
might hear about it in many different ways and places.
Perhaps his wife might hear about it by overhearing a
snide comment at the grocer’s or meat market.

One of the principal reasons a locality might decide to
incorporate was often the desire of a community to
provide better services for itself, to be in control of the
services paid for by taxes, such as road maintenance. In
the case of Voorheesville, it is questionable whether
better roads served as one of the reasons for its
incorporation. Before and afterincorporation the quality
of Voorheesville’s roads was called into question and
sometimes severely.

In pre-incorporation days, for example, from the end
of 1885 until early 1890, there was a standing joke in the
village about a sedge-ridden ditch on Main Street that
was so large it was referred to as the “lake.” The lake
stood at the end of the Thomas Bewsher’s (and later the
Joslin Brothers’) hard ware store.It was said ona number
of occasions that there were not only bullfrogs in the

The dock at the foot of Main Street,



The underpass on Maple Avenue was built in 1914,

lake but that mosquitosbred there to the point that they
presented a serious health problem to residents. The
frogs were said to croak so loud on nights when the
band played in the square, that they competed with the
band for theattention of theaudience that had gathered.
Frank Bloomingdale used to joke that he was planning
to send to Egypt for a crocodile to clear the lake of its
inhabitants once and for all.

Because, on one level, the lake had become such a
laughable mattcramong villagers, itisdifficult to figure
where factendsand fiction beginsabout its proportions
and the size of its amphibious inhabitants. However,
the presence of the lake was judged to be a serious
enough problem that railroad officials were called in to
comeand removeit. InlateJune 1888, the supcrintendent
and general road manager of the West Shore Railroad
paid a visit to the village to look at the lake and discuss
drainage.

But even by the following August, nothing had been
done to better the situation. On August 12, 1889, the
Voorheesville correspondent for the newspaper wrote:
“The vicinity of Voorheesville is becoming more and
more a summer resort. And why not? There is not
another place in this section where thereis a lake on the
railroad grounds. All we want is a stcamer and some
boarding houses and we will rival Saratoga.”

But the joke became too serious for further gauffaws.
By carly December, the board of health was called out
to look at the infamous lake. A week later it handed
down a judgement stating that the lake was a health
hazard to the community. By the middle of February
1890, a WSRR gang appeared on the scene and dug a
five foot trench south of the pool and drained the lake
once and for all. By May the large wooden structure
called the “dock,” a large row of wooden piles, was
finally removed from the arca where the lake was
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situated.

Sensitive to people’s concerns about good roads, the
village board had as one of its priorities to appoint a
road commissioner. Shortly after the new
administration’s first organizational meeting, on June
5,1899, James Goodfellow was appointed the first street
commissioner. One of his first acts was to inform the
town to no longer levy any assessment for highway
labor within the corporate limits of the village and not
to conduct or order as such overseers to do work upon
any village strect or road. But Goodfellow lasted in the
job only until November when he was replaced by
Henry Frederick. Frederick himself, however, lasted
only until July of the following year at which time
Lyman Bell was named to replace him.

Bell wasappointed ata time when the pace of life was
beginning to move into another dimension. In a few
short years the automobile would make its appearance
onto the village’s streets. At the same time the collective
work ethic that was reflected in community activities
such as the road crew was beginning to dissolve.
Americans were beginning to discover anew that it was
possible to purchase services through taxes paid to
public service departments.

While it had no direct application to Voorheesville, it
is worth noting that in May 1902 the town of New
Scotland held a special meeting to determine whether
people wanted to pay others (a public highway
department) to do road work instead of putting in the
required number of days themselves. In aJuly 1election
a vote was taken on the proposition. The vote for a
money asscssment passed, 181-100.

It may not be more than a coincidence but, while
preparations were being made for this vote in the town,
Voorheesville was being called on the carpet for the
level of attention it was paying to its roads. In April



1902, when the Voorheesville correspondent reported
thata surveyor came to the village to plan for sidewalks,
itwasalso noted: “There canbe considerable work done
on the streets to good advantage.”

Two monthslater, in the June 13 edition of the paper,
someone who described himself as “An Observer”
published a letter to the editor decrying the deplorable
state of road conditions in the village of Voorheesville.
It is difficult to estimate how much the observer’s
statement wasinfluenced by a political axe to be ground;
nevertheless the writer appears to have been a resident
of a neighboring town. The letter began: “Have you
visited your neighboring village of Voorheesvillelately?
Well, if you have occasion to and should happen to be
driving, my advice to you is that before you attempt to
drive over their streets you take a large amount of
insurance, both accident and life, then provide yourself
with straps, buckles and all other devices for keeping
yourself firmly bound to the seat of your carriage, and
be sure you do not allow your horse to go faster than a
walk.” Tough words.

Later, in thefairlylengthy letter, the writer continued:
“I have yet to find a country road on any of these
surroundinghills thatcan compare for roughness, pitch-
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holes and general badness with one of the main streets
of the village of Voorheesville.” And still later the salt
continued being poured into the wound: “Iwasinformed
that the village is incorporated, that they actually have
a board of trustees and a street commissioner. Great
Scott! Where are these officials? From all appearances
they havebecomedisgusted with themselvesand moved
out.”

Asmightbe expected, these observationsdid not pass
without a rejoinder. In the following week’s edition of
the paper a so-called “Defender” responded. But what
was said can hardly be construed as a defense. First of
all, the defender confessed that he was commenting on
the situation with “mingled feelings.” Later in the letter
he continued: “Did you know we have a fire board, and
afireapparatus (all complete) laying in cases unopened
in our freight house for over two weeks?” and still later:
“Did you know that our Caesar [a reference to Frank
Bloomingdale?] is so busy he cannot attend to public
business?” Further down the defender expressesa wish
that “Caesar” be replaced in office come next election.
The reasons offered are that the streets are unworked,
park ungraded and uncared for, water mains never
washed out, our mainstreet full of flagstone unshipped,
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Jasper Tork’s store on Main Street. A good view of flagstone sidewalks and steps laid by the Cummings Brothers.
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our sidewalks only half laid, a principal vacant lot on
Main Street a dump heap for rubbish. Not a flattering
portrait of the village, particularly by one of its own.

Atleastin terms of the road situation, there seems to
havebeen more than a grain of truth in the comments of
both writers to the paper because three yearslater (early
April 1905), still another observer commented in the
paper that the worst roads between Voorheesville and
Rensselaerville were to be found in Voorheesville.
Perhaps the remark cut the street commissioner to the
quick for by the end of the month, he had his crew out
grading the road and raking out the loose stones. That
was April and still quite early for the annual spring
grading and scraping.

Once automobiles became a regular feature of village
life, an additional concern arose about street
maintenance, namely, the amount of dust raised as the
vehicles moved up and down Main Street. At the July
12,1913 village trustees” meeting, T. Wilsey, W.F. Shaw
and W.H. Relyea, representatives of the newly formed
Board of Trade, sought permission from village president
Albert Vanderpoel to oil the road from the depot to
Joslin’s house on Maple Avenue. Something had to be
done, they said, with the huge clouds of dust. The group
suggested that the work and materials could be paid for
by popular subscription but no immediate response
was made to the businessmen.

Perhaps the most visible change made in the village
road system came in the spring of 1914 when the WSRR
built an underpass on Maple Avenue. State work crews
showed upin Mayand began to turn the surfacerailroad
crossing to an underground one. During this
modification, a disagreement arose between the village
and the railroad over the work.Village officials wanted
asidewalklaid under the trestlebutthe railroad refused.
When the village madeits wish known before the Public
Service Commission, it was turned down. But village
officials persisted. President Albert VanDerpoel,
Supervisor Alexandet Flansburgh and Attorney
Clarence Hotelling went to the State Commission of
Highways on April 20, 1914 to request him to intercede
onbehalf of the village. They were successful because at
a hearing on June 22, 1914, the commissioner modified
the work order and the village had its sidewalks put in
at railroad expense.

Clearly the village wanted the railroad to lay the
sidewalks beneath the underpass for reasons of cost.
But the laying of sidewalks had been a big concern for
many residents for some time. For some the sidewalk
was a symbol of civilization, an indication that the
country bumpkins were finally taking the hayseed out
of their ears and becoming like city folk.

Sidewalks began to appear in front of stores and
residences nearly a decade and a half before the village
wasincorporated, when the village experienced its first
wave of growth. Atone time the sidewalk system in the
village consisted of a kind of raised boardwalk as
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protection from the muddened streets. Later more
permanent flagstone walks were putin. Among the first
stone walks to be laid in the village was that put in by
Thomas Bewsher in front of his hardware store in mid
September 1886. Bewsher had Helderberg flagstone
laid down by the Cummings Brothers who had recently
moved their business to the village.

Despitethe permanenceflagstone walks offered, some
villagers still continued to use crushed stone as a
walkway even after the Cummings brothers came. In
1889, when Rufus Flansburgh opened his grocery store
on Main Street he spread crushed stone in front of the
store. But within five years he, too, had had it with the
crushed stone and hired the Cummings Brothers to lay
down a flagstone walk.

By the spring of 1894, a number of residents besides
Flansburgh decided to have flagstone sidewalks putin.
Doctor Oliver and Nelson Comstock and James Relyea
all had new sidewalks putdown in front of their homes.
With each passing year, several additional residents or
storeowners would add a new walkway of flagstone so
thatit was becoming increasingly possible to escape the
mud while walking down Main Street.

But not everyone did so, particularly residents on
Maple Avenue, which was away from the business
districtdowntown. Consequently, walking downMaple
Avenue could still be a perilous jaunt during certain
times of the year.® Seeking to reduce this peril, the
village board passed aresolution on November 21,1901
thatresidents begin to construct sidewalks on the south
sideof Maple Avenue. The villageinformed theresidents
that the street commissioner would put walks in where
homeownersfailed to do so. Theresident would then be
assessed by the village for the work done.

Onissues such as the laying down of a sidewalk, the
village government had a constant uphill battle with
some residents, particularly those who had recently
moved into the village from their farms in the outlying
areas. On the farm, sidewalks were unheard of, why
were they needed in town? We already saw a similar
attitude in the case of the library. Many farmers
considered suchitemsasbooksand sidewalksinessential
by-productsof civilization, whose progress they wanted
to pay no part of, directly or indirectly.

5. A Public Water Supply
oward the middle of December 1899,
William H. Slingerland had approached
the residents of Voorheesville with an
invitation to contract with him for water.
He indicated that the supply could come from either
Sloan’s (Guilderland) or New Salem because his water
company had built reservoirs in both places. From
either place, residents of Voorheesville could be assured




Water brilding on Voorheesville Avenuz murking sight
of ea*ly public well ir. village.

of a steaCy supply. Baus, village residents did not take
Slingerland up on his offer.

Nc feriner discuss:cn of a public watar supply is
found in <he press until January 1901. At that time,
taxpayers of the village wereinvited to a public meeting
atthe Odd Fel.lows Ha'l to discuss the possinilities of the
village cevelcpingits o'wn water supplv. Withina week
a comrtz2e of 14 residents had been selected to look at
the possibilitv of a villagewide water system, owned
and operated by the vi'lage.

By the ead of February, the committee had gotten 28
citizens tc signa petitonrequesting the village board to
develop a public water system. In response to the
petition, the trustees at their March 5 meeting put three
proposizions on the ballot for the upcoming election:
that e bea=d of water commissioners be created, that the
village cwnand operate a public water sysiem and that
the villagz bond itself for that purpose at a rate not to
exceed t=n percent of the assessed value of the property
for 1903.

All three propositions passed and by a margin of
nearly two tc one. At its last meeting in March, the
village board appointed Franklin Vosburgh, Abram
Oliver and James Curamings to serve on the board of
wate- commissioners for one, two and three years
respectively. The next week Frank Vosburgh was
selec:ed as the village s first water commissioner.

Vosturzh and his fellow board members began to
investizate immediat<ly the kind of system that would
be most apprcpriate f-r the village and the best place to
start lccking for water. They decided on a pumping
system wich would be located on a piece of property
Frank Bloomingdale -wned in the village north of the
Dé&H Ire. A contract was offered to the Germantown
Arteciar Well Co. to drill an eight inch hole to a depth
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of between40and 300 feet. Leslie Allen of Altamontwas
hired as the engineer to oversee the project.

In the meantime, Lot 53 was purchased from Alice
Bloomingdale for $175 with the proviso that an
acceptable water supply be found on the lot. Drilling
was begun but no water came. At the May 31 meeting
Allen reported to the trustees that the driller had gone
to a depth of 90 feet and had struck rock. It was also
noted that the driller had concluded from experience
that an adequate water supply would not be found in
this vicinity by boring.

The board backed off its original decision for a
pumping system and decided in favor of a gravity
system. The supply for the system was to be procured
from Kenny Parish’s farm in New Scotland. The board
said that if Parish refused to enter into a contract with
the village, it would take the land by condemnation.
However, an agreement was reached with Parish, the
village paying him $950 for theland and all waterrights.
By June bids were being taken for pipe to run water
from the soon-to-be reservoir to the village. The fall
from the dam to the village was estimated at 375 feet,
offering plenty of pressure for the high quality spring
water found there.

The bid for pipe went to Charles Miller and Sons of
Utica, the contract for digging and laying the pipe to
Hildrich, O'Day and Co. and the contract for drawing
and distributing the 335 tons of pipe went to J.L.
Whitbeck. Later, Joslin Brothers were given the contract
to tap water mains for one year beginning September 1,
1901.

James Cummings with daughter Jane several years after
he was appointed to the first board of water
commissioners.



By the middle of August, pipe was being distributed
along thestreets, cement wasordered, aderrick procured
and by early September Abram Relyea was overseeing
“agangofItaliansat the water works.” Atthe same time
the sale of bonds for the water system was begun. By
November, the laying of pipe throughout the village
was near done. On December 9, 1901, the water was
turned on at 12 noon. At 8 p.m. that night, the pressure
indicatoratR.C. Bagley’s store had reached 85 pounds.
Thefollowing Tuesday water was turned on in different
houses in the village and immediately the reservoir
lowered by five inches. Leslie Allen received
congratulations for successfully completing the task he
had been asked to undertake.

But the single water supply would soon prove to be
insufficientfor the growing village. By the middle of the
summer each year, the faucets in the homes on High
Street began to just dribble water. Secretary of the
Savings and Loan Association John Guffin, who had
moved to a house on High Street about 1908, related
whatan irony this situation was. Guffin said that one of
the reasons he was given for moving to the village by
Frank Vosburgh, also a resident of High Street, was the
village’s excellent water supply.

Partof the problem, of course, was that the population
of the village was growing rapidly. Moreover, an
increasing number of people were installing indoor
plumbing in their homes and using greater amounts of
water as a consequence. Nevertheless, some villagers
began to point a finger at Vunck’s mill and Griesman’s
foundry as the culprits, claiming that the two businesses
had installed secret pipelines to their plants and were
using water illegally. Both establishments did have
pipelines to their plants but the lines were for fire
protection only. Both businessmen denied using the
village water supply illegally.

Inearly 1909, the village was still concerned about its
dwindling water supply. By March the board moved to
purchase four acres from Ethan Allen and wife just
above New Salem so as to build a second reservoir. It
was to be 150 feet square at a depth of 10 feet. It was said
to be well protected from surface drainage. But even
thisadded supply proved insufficient, for in December
1909 Mr. Signor, who lived on High Street, had to move
down to Bewsher’shome on Main Street suffering from
alack of water. The paper reported that for nearly three
months residents of High Street did not have village
water except for three or four times in the morning.

By 1911 the situation still hadn’t improved and
residents continued to complain about the foundry. At
their Septernber22, 1911 meeting the trustees, inresponse
to numerous complaints about the foundry, moved to
install a four-inch water meter on the system between
the village and the foundry to determine if any water
was escaping on foundry premises. But no evidence
was found to support that hypothesis.

The following April, 32 residents signed a petition
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requesting village officials to erecta pumping stationno
later than September 1, 1912 s0 as to supply the lower
reservoir as an auxiliary. The cost was not to exceed
$1,500 and this at taxpayers expense. On May 16 a vote
was held on the proposition. It was defeated soundly by
a margin of 54-24.

Until this time, water had been available to all at a flat
rate. By December 1912, the Board of Water
Commissioners began to assess the Phoenix Foundry
and Vunck’s mill a higher rate and indicated that after
February 1914, their plants would be metered. By April
metershad beeninstalled inboth plantsand L.E. Ensign
was hired as a meter reader. At the same time Frank
Brunk’slivery wasalso charged a higherrate because of
its extensive use of water.

By May 1915, when the water commissioners met,
they passed a resolution that all foundries, cider mills,
grist mills, livery stables, hotels, saloons and factories
where steam boilers were used would be metered. Until
that time, a flat rate was still being charged.

Perhaps the most difficult challenge for the water
commissioners and the trustees during their earliest
days came in January 1920 when they informed Oscar
Vunck that water to his plant would be shut off as of
January 8. Stephen Daring hand delivered the notice to
the miller stating that he was cut off for using water for
his boilers illegally. It's uncertain how long this had
been going on. The situation was not resolved
immediately because Vunck and the village found
themselves in court over the matter. This court contest
is noteworthy for another reason, because it is the first
instance when the village administration was involved
in a serious legal dispute with one of its own.

6. Electric Lights and Telephone
henever changes in technology
W became available to the public, city
dwellers usually saw them
implemented first. There was usually
aconsiderablelapse of time before such advances found
their way torural areas. In terms of lighting, for example,
gaslamps had been lighting city streetslong before they
ever made their appearance in Voorheesville. The same
was true for electric lighting.

During the early part of the 20th century, a number of
village residents began using acetylene gas lamps in
front of their stores or place of business. In the winter of
1903, the Cummings Brothers were among the first to
install acetylene gas lamps in their stores, dwellings
and mill. A steady enough business had developed for
gas lamps for, in the summer of 1904, Frank McNally
has rented space in the Joslin block, adjoining the
hardware store, to sell acetylene gas lamps.

Gas, however, was increasingly being replaced by



Main Street after the car but before electric,

electric, but it seemed in villages other than
Vorheesville The electric lines had followed the old
turnpike and plank road routes and residents along
these routes received service first. By mid-winter 1915 a
numberof villagersbegan to complain that Voorheesville
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was lagging behind other villages when it came to
public utilities, that it was still without electric lights
and that a direct telephone line to the city was still
unavailable. Residents questioned why such services
were already part of daily life in surrounding
communities. Of course, a number of businesses in the
village such as the cider mill and Bloomingdale’s hay
barns had had their own private source of electric for
decades.

But the complaints mentioned above were late in
coming because during their January 30, 1915 meeting,
the village trustees were already discussing the
possibility of giving the Municipal Gas Company the
franchise to erect poles in the village for electric. The
following week, that permission had been granted and
village residents were on their way to being able to see
where they were going at night.

Toward the end of February, the trustees heard from
village attorney Stephen Daring who reported that he
had spoken to representatives of the Municipal Gas
Company about supplying power to the village. He
said the light company offered to furnish 24 40
candlepower lights to burn all night at the cost of $480
ayear. Theboard authorized Daring to ask the company

One of the scveral fires at the cider mill.
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Frank Bloomingdale (1852-1933)

what they would charge for these lights until 1 a.m. in
themorning(anotherindication of the still rural character
of the village). By May a deal had been struck between
the village and the utility company. The village had
purchased 40 lights of 25 candlepower at $13. per light
per year.

OnNovember6, 1915 Voorheesville had electriclights
for the first time as the electric company made its first
test in the village system of 39 lights at 25 candlepower
each. From then on, when needed, the village would
add more street lights. And once electric power was
availablein the streets, residents began installing electric
lights in their homes.

By December 1917 the Presbyterian Church had
already had electric installed having paid $1.29 for
electric from December 1917 to January 1918. Within the
next two years more and more residents added electric
power to their homes. In March 1919, Leonard Fife
could befound goingabout the village installing electric
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lights in the houses of Mrs. Harrison Fryer, William
Vosburgh and Frank Van Auken.

A long time before electric lights had arrived in the
village, residents werealready gabbing on the telephone.
Talk of plans for a phone line in the village had begun
as early as January 1895 when it was rumored that a
telephone line might finally be hooked up from Sloan’s
to the village. By September the rumor had become fact,
atleastfor a number of residents. Telephoneboxeswere
installed in the offices of Frank Bloomingdale, Leroy
Schelland the Cummings Brothers. In addition, a public
box had been set up in the Grove Hotel.

Thenew service made it possible for villagers to talk
by phone to those in New Scotland, Feura Bush and
Clarksville, all of which had had service a good time
before Voorheesville. Whatmust be recalled is that only
afew residents had phones installed rightaway, mainly
businesses. A goodly number of residents moved along
quite nicely without phones for decades, in large part
because, as long-time resident Bernie Pafunda noted:
“Who were you going to talk to?” Evenin 1937 Pafunda
says, when his family was living on Maple Avenue, if
they had to be notified of an emergency, people called
Munyan’s garage across the street. Bill Munyan would
walk across the street and let the Pafundas know they
had a call. Then a member of the Pafunda family would
£0 across the street and use the service station to make
the return call.

But, before the turn of the century, the very first week
new phones had been installed in the village, they were
still magic. That week several residents of the village
gathered at Bloomingdale’soffice to heara conversation
between Bloomingdale and Cornelius Slingerland from
his home in Onesquethau. Slingerland then played a
waltzonhis piano whicheveryone heard. Those present
were astonished that, when Slingerland laughed, it
sounded as though he was right in Bloomingdale’s
office.

Onthe27thof September (1895) Bloomingdale played
the role of a musical master of ceremonies once again.
He had invited the Voorheesville band to his office to
play a few tunes which were broadcast over the phone
lines and heard at various connection points.

By early May 1897 two carloads of telephone poles
were being unloaded at the station for a new line from
thevillage toSloan’s, Guilderland Center and Altamont.
By late April 1917, thetelephonecentral, formerlylocated
atClarksville, wasmoved to the village on Voorheesville
Avenue. Mrs. Emily Ward was in charge of the
switchboard, connecting village residents with the rest
of the world.



“In the summer we'd go into the
fields and get colored stones and crush
the stones and get different colored
powders from them. We didn't do
anything in particular with the
powderswe just made them. At other
times we'd walk through the orchard
where Pheasant Run is today on the
way to the creek;we'd pick some apples
and Esther and Iwould eat them as we
walked. In the fall we used to walk
around the swamp and pick
wintergreen berries and leaves. Fall
was the time for getting the

winterberries.”
— Marian (Young) Crabill
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CHAPTER EIGHT

Religious and Moral Influences

1. The Society of Methodists

nagricultural societies, the salvation that

the community church offered to its

faithful meantfar more thana safe haven

afterdeath. Thechurchserved asasource
of social comfort in this life, offering salvation from
loneliness and alienation in a sparsely settled world.
The church also served as a reminder to the faithful that
the golden rule spelled cooperation and mutual aid in
daily life.

During the 18th and for much of the 19th century,
Sunday church-going was one of the highlights of the
week in large part because of its social nature. After the
congregation met for religious services, the community
gathered for food and conversation and occasionally to
work on small projects collectively. Sunday was a time
to catch up on the news, particularly for women, who
were far more isolated than the men in the community.

In the early 1800s, a small setilement of farmers,
situated along the Indian Ladder Road in
Bethlehem(later New Scotland and still later
Voorheesville), established a church for mutual support.
The denomination was Methodist and the church, named
after the nearby creek, was known as the Black Creek
Methodist Society. The membersreferred to themselves
asthe North Methodist Episcopal Society of the Town of
Bethlehem. ;

Thechurchissaid to havebegunabout 1815 under the
direction of the Rev. Elias Vanderlip a circuit rider
preacher. At this time, the church consisted of only a
handful of believers who gathered togetherin someone’s
barn or home for quarterly meetings. The circuit riding
preacher made an appearance every few months giving
the group of believers a spiritual lift. After his sermon,
for a time the faithful felt rejuvenated, supported in
their convictions.

The Steward’s Book of the Watervliet Circuit, dated
September 2, 1824, of which the Black Creek Church
was a part, notes that the first quarterly conference of
the newly formed circuit was held in Bethlehem. While
there were a number of Bethlehem churches at the time,
this meeting was probably held at Jacob Martin’s house
onthe Indian Ladder (later Altamont) Road. Itis certain
that the third quarterly meeting conference was held at
Martin’s house, for his name is mentioned specifically.
The Watervliet Circuit was comprised of the classes
from the Berne and Albany Circuits which, about this
time, had 343 members. The Black Creek Church of
Bethlehem (Voorheesville) had 52 members.

In late 1825 the Black Creek congregation organized
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itself along more formal lines when the Rev. Sherman
Miner had taken over responsibility for the circuit. The
very first extant record of the church reads:“The male
members of the North Methodist Episcopal Society of
the Town of Bethlehem met agreeably to appointment
on the 5th day of November, 1825, at the house of Jacob
Martin in said town. When on motion of Rev. Sherman
Miner, seconded by J. M. Smith, Saxton Chesebro and
Benjamin Holmes were appointed to preside and J. M.
Smith was appointed secretary.”

At the same meeting the church’s first trustees were
selected in the persons of Saxton Chesebro, Samuel
Martin, John D. Crounse, John R. Williams and David
Jackson, all farmers living in the vicinity of the church.
These proceedings were filed in the County Clerks
Office on November 15, 1825 and the new church was
official under the laws of incorporation.

Butatsome pointin the next several years, the church
failed to maintain its legal status. In 1832, when Rev.
Salmon Stebbins, the preacher then in charge of the
Watervliet Circuit, visited the outpost, he discovered
that the Black Creek Church had lost its charter for
failing to have an annual election of trustees. The little
group thenreincorporated itself. Twoyearslater, during
the Rev. Joshua Poor’s second year in 